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Before Josephine there was Desiree... 
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TOA’s Production Project 


, \HE chief action taken at the Theatre Owners of 
America convention in Chicago last week was the 
decision of the delegates, backed by the board of 

directors, that the organization should take specific steps 
to encourage the production of more quality features. 
Members of TOA are asked to pledge a sum equal to a 
week’s gross in each of their theatres in order to provide 
initial financing. Sam Pinanski, chairman, and four other 
trustees (one of whom is to be a non-member of TOA) 
will decide how this exhibitor film financing project is 
to operate. The trustees have been given full authority 
to work out details. 

At Chicago, as at the recent Allied convention in Mil- 
waukee, a number of spokesmen expressed the viewpoint 
that a shortage of product is at the root of virtually all 
of the current problems of the exhibition branch of the 
industry. While some first run exhibitors complain of 
difficulty in finding suitable bookings, the chief burden 
of the decrease in Hollywood output has fallen on the 
smaller operations with multiple program changes dur- 
ing the week. 

Unfortunately there is no simple way to increase pro- 
duction. While most of the distributing companies have 
been able to earn satisfactory grosses with recent pro- 
duction schedules, it is obvious that any one of the ma- 
jors would increase filming if that was thought to be a 
practical way to earn an increased net. 


dents unaffiliated with any national exhibitor group, 

realize that a number of factors are responsible for 
the steady decline in the total number of features filmed 
in Hollywod. One important factor is that distributors 
have found that the average budget film of some years 
ago has no good market under current conditions. The 
public—and exhibitors, too—have become interested only 
in hit attractions. Another point is that the impact of the 
technological revolution has cut production. First 3-D, 
then CinemaScope, VistaVision, SuperScope and other 
systems, came along and a lot of new techniques had to 
be learned. Almost every change meant an increase in 
costs and in the complexity of film making. 

The basic situation which any group interested in 
backing production will find is that there is available at 
any given time only a finite amount of good story ma- 
terial, a limited number of experienced writers, direc- 
tors and producers and a regrettable shortage of top 
stars, especially for young romantic leads. 

However, any activity that may stimulate the pro- 
duction of good product is welcome. The Makelim plan 
of Allied has had a constructive influence. TOA’s proj- 
ect being launched on a broader scale, should be even 


dents nai members of TOA, Allied or indepen- 
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more effective. The recent announcement of Harry Cohn, 
president of Columbia, that his company has available 
a $10,000,000 fund to back independent production is an- 
other indication that, when the other ingredients in any 
production “pie” are assembled, adequate financing will 
not be lacking for any sound project. 


MGM's Accent on Showmanship 


HE original announcement of MGM's plan to spon- 

sor “Ticket Selling Workshops” for the benefit of 

exhibitors and theatre managers in various parts 

of the country was hailed as a good idea. Now that the 

first of these Workshops has been held recently in Pitts- 

burgh there should be no doubt in any one’s mind that 

this type of meeting is a most important activity, vitally 
needed now. Results far exceeded expectations. 

With all the necessary concentration on the problems 
of the new techniques and other matters of a housekeep- 
ing nature in recent years, it is understandable that many 
exhibitors need to whet the edge of their sense of show- 
manship. The MGM Workshops, established by Charles 
M. Reagan, vice-president in charge of domestic sales, 
and conducted by Mike Simon, director of customer re- 
lations, are graduate schools of showmanship giving a 
one-day refresher course that any exhibitor should be 
glad to attend. 

Those who participate in these Workshops will be 
marked as men dedicated to do the best job they can by 
“selling more tickets.” Exhibitors who pass up the op- 
portunity to attend such sessions will have only them- 
selves to blame when the ticket selling ability of their 
competition goes up and their own does not. Every ex- 
hibitor organization which has not yet done so should 
seek to have an MGM Workshop scheduled in its area. 


@ The whole industry may take satisfaction in the 
statement last week of Milton R. Rackmil, president of 
Universal, that he and his associates now have effective 
control of Decca Records through the ownership of over 
500,000 of the company’s 1,602,501 outstanding shares. 
Decca owns more than seventy percent of Universal. 
Any change in the management of Decca would obvi- 
ously be reflected in Universal. In the three years Mr. 
Rackmil has headed Universal the company has been 
making steady, spectacular progress. Its showing has 
certainly justified the confidence he had in it and in the 
motion picture industry at a time when industrialists, 
looking for good investments, usually turned their back 
on the film business. 


—Martin Quigley, Jr. 
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INSTITUTIONAL 


How to expand the movie audi- 
ence was the question company 
sales and advertising chiefs and 
executives of the Theatre Owners 
of America discussed at length 
Tuesday in New York. Considered 
were market surveys, audience 
research, media advertising, 
and other special projects. 
Present among many were E. D. 
Martin, the TOA's new president ; 
Walter Reade, Jr., its board 
chairman; and Al Lichtman, of 
20th-Fox, who will report on the 
meeting to COMPO, of which he is 
a governor. 





ARBITRATION SNAG 


What are the standards by which 
you judge dameges? This is the 
problem in arbitration still 
dividing exhibition and dis- 
tribution. Herman Levy, Theatre 
Owners of America general coun- 
sel, and Adolph Schimel, of Uni- 
versal, counsel for the dis- 
tributors, were to. meet again 
this week in New York, on the 
draft for anarbitration system. 





END OF ROAD 

The man who will lead the House 
Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee during 1955 said this week he 
might ask that it be abolished. 
He is Representative Francis E. 
Walter, Democrat, of Pennsyl- 
vania. He said there would be 
"less abuse of power" if the com- 
mittee's functions were trans- 
ferred to the House Judiciary 
Committee. 


HEART vs. HEAD 

This may be a variation on the 
age old theme of the conflict be- 
tween the heart and the head. 
The HERALD's Paris correspon- 
dent sends word that a private 
market research organization, 
studying French cinema habits, 
reports that young women between 
the ages of 15 and 20 are the best 
patrons of the cinema--that they 
spend about the same amount of 
money on films as on their hair 
and that they visit the cinema on 
the average of 18 times a year, 
about the same number of times 
they visit the hairdresser. Over 
30, however, the visits to the 
cinema fall off and the visits to 
the hairdresser increase, os- 
tensibly because as they get 


older they pay more attention 
to personal appearance than to 
pleasure. The research group 
does not consider that which the 
advertising fraternity, both 
here and abroad, drills through 
our skulls daily: that the more 
beautiful we are, the more plea- 
sure we will have, either inside 





or outside a motion picture 
theatre. 
PRESIDENTIAL REQUEST 

President Eisenhower asked 


this week that the industry give 
as a Christmas gift to the armed 
forces abroad "one which only 
it can make", meaning the pro- 
gram of star tours which during 
the past three years has kept 
morale high so successfully. The 
President's request went to 
George Murphy, president of the 
Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 
tee, at the behest of the Defense 
Department. 


CHECK-UP 

The anti-trust division of the 
oe Department is putting 

ew attention on anti-trust vio- 
Aaa tdiaAe ti southeastern part 
of the U.S., with roving squads 
of trust=-busters being sent to 
the area to make up for the lack 
of any regional division offices 
in that part of the country. 


NO REDUCTION 

Treasury Department officials 
are reportedly set against any 
reductions in corporate or ex-=- 
cise tax rates at the coming ses- 
Sion of Congress. 


AMBASSADOR 
Cinerama is so effective, why 
not use it to sell the U.S. 


abroad? Evidence that official 
sources increasingly think this 
way came this week from Samuel 
Rosen, executive vice-president 
of the Stanley Warner Corp., 
which owns Cinerama. Mr. Rosen 
told the Washington Advertising 
Club the State Department now 
wants to show "This is Cinerama" 
in Bangkok, Siam, a "critical" 
area. The Department already 
has supported the medium, ina 
display at the Damascus Interna- 
tional Fair. 

Vincent Canby--Floyd E. 

Stone--J. A. Otten 
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“Hottest version of ‘Carmen! 
None was ever so decorative or will reach 
nationwide fame as quickly as sultry 
Dorothy Dandridge !’’—Life 


“It is a terrific picture! Hope you 


won’t repeat my experience when you see ‘CARMEN 
JONES’. I got so excited I burned a big hole in 
the front of my dress. Yep, the film is that hot.”’ 
—Hedda Hopper 
<< 
Crowded with fiery music 


and blazing passion! 


Dorothy Dandridge is a bewitcher!”’ 
—Walter Winchell 


—Louis Sobol oe p 
OSCAR HA 


CAR 
‘On } 


PANT 


“Audience stood up and cheered!” 
—Ed Sullivan 


“Bound to make a sensation!” 
—Danton Walker 


Color by DE LUXE « In the Wonder of High-Fidelity, STEREOPHONIC SOUND 


starring 


HARRY BELAFONTE - DOROTHY DANDRIDGE 
PEARL BAILEY - OLGA JAMES - JOE ADAMS 


Produced and Directed by Books and Lyric: 


OTTO PREMINGER-OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
een Piay by HARRY KLEINER . music by GEORGES BIZET 


Released by 20th Century-Fox 


“A great and exciting picture!” | OTTO F 


“Sure to be a big hit! this is a carmen’ 
that may blister the rear walls of many a movie 
house. The audience is not merely stimulated, 

it is all but electrocuted. Even the huge 
CinemaScope screen seems hardly big enough 

to carry the mass scenes!” —Time 













“Hot! Hot! Hot!” 


—Louella O. Parsons 


“Superb! Dynamic! Packed with 


talent! Dorothy Dandridge becomes an 
incandescent Carmen, devilishly willful and 
feline. She is one of the outstanding 
dramatic actresses of the screen. 


REMINGER 


Great show!”’ —Newsweek 
esents 7 
MMERSTEIN’S “A great picture!” 
—Earl Wilson 


| {4 t e e 
Brilliant! Tops in Town! audiences 
are raving about Dorothy Dandridge’s beauty 
S and talent!” —Dorothy Kilgallen 


Century-Fox 
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“it’s a pleasure ™” to do business with 2Oth!” 








Allied, TOA Leaders Are 
Cheered; Makelim Views 
Plan with Skepticism 





Columbi Pictures’ announcement _ last 
veek that it had allocated $10,000,000. to 
nance independent production in an effort 
lleviate the shortage of product has met 
ranging from enthusiastic to 

lukewarm, with the former attitude seeming 


From Washington, Abram F. 
Myers, Allied States general coun- 
sel, said that Allied’s bill for Fed- 
eral regulation of the film indus- 
try could be put in “deep-freeze” 
if enough film companies follow 
Columbia’s example and begin 
large-scale financing of indepen- 
dent production. 


Without knowing the details of the Ce 
uml " he said, “I certainly wel 
the of additional production an 
st %t pictures The market is in 
rved condition and we need pictures. Any 
thi - more W ll be welco1 1 by exhibitors 
H led that he felt other companies 
( th S r hing 1 
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Ben Marcus, Allied president, 
issued the following statement 
from Milwaukee: “I am _ very 
highly grateful and am greatly en- 
couraged that Columbia is inter- 
ested in the exhibitors and in the 
future of the business. The ex- 
hibitors of America are happy and 
grateful for Columbia’s appropria- 
tion and will be happy to support 
Columbia pictures.” 


convention 


in Chicago at the time the 


nouncement was n ide, most leaders of the 
heatre Owners of America likewise hailed 
the news, although there were some dissent 
g comments. The announcement, made 
riginally in a statement from Harry Cohn, 
Columbia president, brought an immediate 
provement exhibitor attitude toward 


whose sales policies were twice 
“1 by Allied as the 


the companies an 


harshest of all 
1 which were criticized by 
TOA meeting. Some had 
even threatened boycott of all of Columbia’s 


1 " 
exnibitors at the 


product 
Comments Enthusiastic 


Among the 
ving were some of the typical reactions: 

B. B. Wilby, of Atlanta, said that Colum- 
bia still would have control of 
withhold 


[COA members in Chicago, the 


ollow 


releases and 


that it could one ot its own pic 


tures to make an independent picture avail 


ible He 


said that unless Columbia increase d 
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TOA BOARD MOVES TO 
GET DECREE CHANGES 


CHICAGO: On the closing day of its 
convention, the Theatre Owners of 
America directorate confirmed its in- 
tention to seek modification of the 
consent decree. It was voted that the 
directors communicate to the Justice 
Department a request from the mem- 
bership and the board that the former 
theatre affiliates of the defendants in 
the U. S. vs. Paramount case be per- 
mitted to produce and distribute mo- 
tion pictures "with the explicit under- 
standing that all existing safeguards 
against monopolistic control shall con- 
tinue to be rigidly enforced." This 
move, it was said, was initiated so that 
the product flow can be increased and 
was recommended early in the con- 
vention by Alfred Starr of Nashville. 
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\lfred Starr, of Nashville, called it “wor 
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Walter Reade, Jr., 
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It’s wonderful news.” 

Mitchell Wolfson, of Milwaukee, declared 
itulate 


retiring presi 


dent. Sate 
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looking 

In New York, Leonard Goldenson, presi 
\merican 


commented: “I am 


move.’ 


Broadcasting-Paramount 
delighted to 


shortage of 


dent of 
Cheatre s, 
see Columbia approaching the 


pre duct progressiv ely.” 


Makelim in Comment 


However, Hal Makelim, president oi 
| 

Makelim Productions and who has his own 

plan for increasing the number of films 


available, released the following statement 


expressing somewhat less happy views: 
“There is Columbia’s 


nothing new in 


sudden burst of generosity, except the an 


nounced size of the bankroll. There has 
been an awful lot of talk by exhibitor organ- 
izations, the majors and everybody else 


putting uy 
tion. It n 


money for independent produc- 
ikes good headlines but where is 
the money? It’s an old, old story, born no 
doubt in the enthusiasm of a few independent 
SsuCCCSSES. . . 

“Columbia has financed independent pro- 
including such great 
Sob Riskin, John 


ductions for years, 


creators as Frank Capra, 


Ford and Leo McCarey, who certainly were 
These projects met with 
varying success until Columbia, at long last, 
jackpot and cashed in with ‘The 
Mutiny’ and ‘On the Waterfront,’ 
both independent creations. 

“It is significant that Columbia timed its 


their own bosses. 


hit the 
Caine 









announcement to offset the news from Chi- 
cago that the. TOA, in convention assembled, 
had decided to get into the production 
field.” 

Major studio interest in the financing of 
independent film fare was underscored last 
week in the invitation extended by James 
R. Grainger, president of RKO Pictures, to 
TOA leaders to Hollywood in 
January to discuss to TOA 
is interested in helping to finance production. 
Mr. Grainger said that RKO has been “par- 
ticipating in financing independent producers 


come to 


what extent 


of quality pictures the past 18 months.” 


Gain Abroad 
Is Reported 
By Branson 


to the Euro 

Superscope 
variable anamorphic lenses was described to 
the trade New York Monday by 


The “tremendous” reaction 


pean demonstrations of the 


press in 


Walter Branson, world wide sales manager 
for RKO Pictures, who last week returned 
from a five-week trip abroad with Joseph 


Tushinsky, co-inventor of the Superscope 
process. 

Mr. “compatibility” of 
the Tushinsky appealed to 
the European exhibitors who attended the 
demonstrations in London, Rome and Paris. 


Branson said the 


lens espe cially 


Import restrictions, he said, have delayed 
actual sale of the lenses abroad, but hopes 
are high that some means will be found to 
make their purchase possible. Mr. Tushin- 
sky was reported to have received 500 writ- 
ten requests for the lenses in England alone, 
talks with the proper 
British authorities to secure permission for 


with going on now 
their importation. 

In Rome, said Mr. Branson, various 
producers talked to Mr. Tushinsky about 
the possibility of printing their product in 
Superscope anamorphic prints. RKO is to 
handle the physical distribution of the lenses 
abroad, he added. 

The RKO executive took time 
out while abroad to visit various company 
RKO matters. World- 
wide business generally is up about five 
per cent over last year, due principally to 
the availability of fine product and the over- 
all improvement of all film business, he said. 
He described the English and German mar- 
kets as “excellent” and told of the improve- 
ment of the company’s position in Egypt 
and the Near East. 


‘20,000 Leagues'' Premiere 
December 23 at Astor 


Walt Disney’s “20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea” will have its world premiere at the 
Astor theatre, New York, December 23, it 
has been announced by Leo F. Samuels, gen- 
eral manager of Buena Vista. The 
film is Mr. Disney’s first live-action feature 
in CinemaScope and stars Kirk Douglas, 
James Mason, Paul Lukas and Peter Lorre. 


said he 


offices on strictly 


sales 
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TOA BLUEPRINTS PLANS 
TO FINANCE PRODUCTION 





Trustees Group Named to 
Receive Funds Offered 
By Members of TOA 


by VINCENT CANBY 

At the closing session of its annual con- 
vention in Chicago at the Conrad Hilton 
Hotel last Thursday, the Theatre Owners 
of America, through its board of directors, 
set up the machinery for the launching of 
a film financing company, to be initiated by 
TOA but still completely independent of the 
association. 

The TOA officers were instructed to ap- 
point not more than five exhibitors as trustees 
for the purpose of receiving funds that are 
to be subscribed by the TOA members. At 
the trustees will not be a TOA 
The will function until 
such time as the financing company is legal- 
ly prepared for the acceptance and use of 


least one of 


member. trustees 


the subscription funds, it was explained by 
Herman Levy, TOA general counsel. 


Pinanski Named Chairman 
Of Trustee Group 


was named 
with the 
Hamm, 
San Francisco; John Rowley, Dallas, and 
Myren Blank, Des Moines. The fifth man 
on the board was to be named time 
later this week. 


Sam Pinanski, of Boston, 


chairman of the trustee group, 


other three members being L. S. 


somie 


Mr. Pinanski, it was pointed out, is a 
member of the board of the John Hancock 
Insurance Company and the First National 
Bank of Boston, both of 
active in film industry finance. He indicated 
shortly after his appointment that he plans 
to call a meeting of the trustees at an early 


which have been 


date. Delegates who attended the convention 
from each of the TOA units are to call on 
the members of their respective associations 
to subscribe to the plan, which is open to 
all exhibitors, whether TOA 
not. 


TOA to Lend Trustees 
$5,000 for Expenses 


members or 


For the purpose of meeting initial organ- 
izational expenses, TOA will lend the trus- 
tees $5,000, returned 
to the association after the finance company 


which sum is to be 
has been set up. Walter Reade, Jr., retiring 
president of TOA, stressed the point that 
the finance company is not a TOA organiza- 
tion. “We are starting it for exhibitors,” he 
said. No goal figure for subscriptions has 
been set, but will be eventually by the trus- 
tees. 

The TOA board in its closing session took 
no action on James R. Grainger’s proposals 
for TOA meet with (the 
president of RKO Pictures) and C. J. Tev- 
lin, RKO studio head, on a possible co- 


leaders to Him 
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THE FIRST TEAM, for the Theatre Owners of America. E. D. Martin, third from left, 
newly elected president, poses with his Cabinet. Seated with him, in order, are R. R. 
Livingston, secretary; George Kerasotes, vice-president; Walter Reade, Jr., board 
chairman; Alfred Starr, chairman of the executive committee, and Pat McGee, vice- 


president. 


Standing: Herman Levy, general 


counsel; John Rowley, vice-president; 


Joseph Rosenfield, vice-president; Samuel Pinanski, honorary board chairman; Mitchell 
Wolfson, chairman of the finance committee, and Albert Pickus, vice-president. 


production after January 1. Mr. 
Grainger’s invitation was sent by 
to E. D. Martin, newly elected TOA presi 
dent. This week, however, Mr. Martin wired 
Mr. that a 
feasible when the finance company plan “‘is 
off the ground 

Mr. Reade pointed out in a post-conven 


project 


telegram 


Grainger meeting would be 


tion press conference that “any constructive 
thought on increasing production would be 
well received by TOA.” He added that ‘‘we 
are not ruling out anybody.” This statement 


was made in answer to a query as to 
whether the new finance company’s product 
would go through an established distributor. 

\lthough several hundred pledges to sub 
scribe to the finance company on the basis 
of an amount equal to a week’s film rental 
have been received, no complete tabulation 
was immediately available. It was pointed 
out that many delegates must return to thei 
home and confer with partners and affiliates 
before they can commit themselves. How 


Mr. 


“coming in hourly.” 


ever, Reade said subscriptions were 


Among the other decisions made by th 
TOA board at the final Chicago session, was 
the decision to hold the 1 


mid-winter board 
meeting in Washington, D. C., 


sometime 1n 


February. Although no selection has been 
made of a convention city in 1955, Los 
Angeles appears to be favored. Directors 


Angeles was preferable since it 


production center, 


said Los 


was near the which 
which would be in line with TOA’s push 
for more product. 
Thus, as the TOA 
appeared unlikely that much would come of 


convention closed, it 


the call, issued by the Theatre Equy 

ind Supply Manufacturers Associatior 

i joint Allied States-TOA conventior 
conjunction with a TESMA Cheatre 
Equipment Dealers Association and Intet 
national Popcorn Association trad 
Chicago in 1955 

The TESMA suggestion \ rr a week 
long trade show, with the Allied conventio1 
held during the first three days of the weel 
ind the TOA convention during the | 
three days, or vice versa. Despite the 
that Allied’s 1955 convention alrea 
been set for Chicago, but at the \ 
Hotel, Allied leaders have lispla ¢ ( 
than mild interest in the TESM.\ 


Myers Says Board Must 
Consider the Proposal 


Abram F. Myers, Allied get 
and chairman, said that “ou 
rectors would have to nsidet 
taking into account the view 
of Illinois Allied,” which 
or the 1955 meeting. Other All 
said they had been ippointe 
when TESMA switched its conve 
trade show from Allied’s convent 
Milwaukee, to TOA’s in Chicag 
they doubted whether there 
desir¢ \llied at this t ‘ 
similar plans again. 

Meanwhile, this week TOA’ | [Re ( 
wrote Allied’s president, Ben M us, col 
cerning the latter’s invitation t TOA t 
join Allied in its Emergency Defense ( 
mittee, out of which sprang Allied 


posed bill for Federal regulati 
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Three Suits in Pittsburgh, 
Other in West Virginia 
Name Majors, Circuits 


Three anti-trust seeking 


judgments totaling $4,575,000 from produc 


separate suits 


ing-distributing companies and_ circuits 
were filed last week in the Federal Court 
for the Western District of Pennsylvania in 


Pittsburgh by three outdoor theatres, the 





South Park drive-in, the Blue Dell drive-in 
nd the Community 
rhe unusual suits, filed by the law firn 


Malkan & Ellner, charge discrimination 

restraint, and also list 44 
including the Motion Pic 
Association of America 


nd unreasonable 
conspirators 


ture 


Most Companies Cited 


Warner Broth- 


oeP 
2Uth 


\mong the defendants are 

] Corporation, 
Corporation, RKO Pic 
Theatres, Universal 


Broadcasting-Paramount The 


Pictures 
Paramount Pictures 
lheatres, 
Comerford Theatres, United 
United Artists The- 
\musement Company, Jam 
town Amusement Company, National The 
itres, Wesco Theatres, Colun 


es, Loew’s Inc 


Altoona Publix Penn Paramount 


Artists Corporation, 


J 


ibia Pictures 


Pictures 





public Pictures 
The 44 co-defendants range from Balabai 
& Kat the Inte Stat Circuit and Fanchor 
Marco Wilby-Kincey Service Corpo 
ition, the Schine’ Circuit and the afore 
entio1 MPAA, formerly the Motion 
Picture Producers at Distributors of 
\ nie Im 
ine t jlaintiffs cla discriminatio 
unreasonable restt yy the defen 
ts others icting in concert with thet 
Ss yf the exhibitors the trade ass« 
) not 1 d S endants ¢ us 
r t ibject to service of the proc 
cs ttornevs for t Oo 


Monopoly Is Charged 
e di ins state in their complaints 


it the Big Five yroducer-distributor 


nts controll 


monopolized and al 


ated to themselves, directly and throug] 





ubsidiaries ifiliated and jointly-owned 
companies, tl ream of the motion pict 

exhibit business; that is, first run and 
ther early exhibition of. feature films. The 
ther defendant quiesced, the cor plaint 


ii 
furtherance of the alleged conspiracy, 
e defendants have discriminated against 


local independent exhibitors, including drive 
1 South Park, Blue Dell and 


such a 


ins sucn is the 


munity, in n any 


respects, 


DRIVE-INS FILE 
TRUST ACTIONS 








film rentals, runs and clearances, mainte- 
nance of minimum admission prices, and in 
unreasonably withholding from in- 


dependent exhibitors after availability by 


prints 


false claims that all prints were previously 
booked, it is charged. 

The South Park judgment of 
$2,025.000 together with interest. The Blue 
Dell and the Community each seek judg- 

ents of $1,275,000. Arnold Malkan, attor 
ney for the outdoor houses, said that it is 


among 


seeks a 


believed that these complaints are 
the first to list damages to 


well as the theatre 


concessions as 


Similar Suit in New York 


Early this week Malkan and 
New York 
half of the 
West 


Brothers, 


Ellner filed 
Federal Dis- 
Starlight drive 


nother suit in the 
rt on be 
nont, Virginia, operated by 
asking $450,000 dam- 
substantially the 


the Lasky 


and making same 


is those in the Pennsylvania action 
inst substantially the 


listed in the earlier action 


defendants 


Sallie 





In effect the suits are seen as opening the 


1OoT ror 


ul drive-in operators to partici- 


pate if they wish to join on the expenses, 


iccording to Mr. Malkan, who filed the 
suits. This, he said, is known as a “class 
iction.”’ He indicated that other claims are 


that outdoor exhibitor 


be¢ n in the 


pending and every 


who -has business for 


many 
has 


years a cause iction. The Pennsyl- 


vania suits could set in motion a nationwide 
series of claims or could be wrapped up in 
Malkan 


this 


was said. Mr. 


the two cases filed, it 
: $1,080,000 


ilso filed a anti-trust suit 


week in New York on behalf of t 


he Austin 
Theatre, Kew Gardens, Long Island, nan 
ng in defendants in the drive-in 
suits 


Theatre in New Jersey 
Files Anti-Trust Suit 


\ $1,050,000 anti-trust suit has been filed 
in New York by Marlies Theatre Corp., 
f the Park ‘i 


against the 


yperators of theatre, 


N. J., 
Skouras Theatres and subsidiaries of Loew’s, 
Warner and RKO Theatres. The 


Union City, 
major film companies, 


Stanley 


suit claimed the Park theatre was deprived 
first run and subsequent run product be- 
cause of an alleged conspiracy among the 


detendants 


Associated in Cleveland 
Now Operating 32 Units 


CLEVELAND: With the acquisition re- 
cently of Loew’s Park and Granada theatres, 
\ssociated Th Cleveland, 
32 theatres in the Cleveland exchange area. 


itres, now owns 
Twenty-five of these are indoor theatres and 
seven are drive-ins. Meyer S. Fine is presi- 
dent of the circuit 


Senate Unit 
Studies Plea 
Of Exhibitors 


A spokesman for the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Small Business this week promised 
the committee would study the latest com- 
plaint registered by the Southern California 
Theatre Association against trade practices 
of the producing-distributing companies. 

The SCTOA forwarded to Senator An- 
drew F. Schoeppel (R., Kan.), chairman of 
the Small Business Committee, and to every 
member of Congress, as well as the members 
of the Federal Trade Commission and off- 
cials in the Department of 
“monopoly” prac- 


Justice, a list of 
erievances citing alleged 
tices by the major companies in the market- 
ing of motion pictures. 

The Association maintains that 
sent decree has resulted in giving the dis- 
tributors which 
are now being used to the detriment of the 


the con- 


new price-control powers 
individual or small circuit theatre operator. 
The SCTOA Committee 
to help the “obtain 
sufficient purchasing power so that he can 
invest- 


urged the Senate 


small theatre owner to 
expect a reasonable profit on his 
ment.” 
Paramount case, the As- 
“independent 
intervene in 
the original court action; they were opposed 
by both the defendants and the Department 
of Justice” and that ‘‘later on, in the work- 
ing out of the consent decrees with the vari- 
ous defendant circuits, independent exhibi- 
tors affected were not called in and given an 
opportunity to state their position.” 

[he SCTOA also charges that “after six 


months of 


Referring to the 
sociation complaint said that 


exhibitors were not allowed t 


tax reduc- 
that distribution has in- 
rentals so that the 
tax reduction 1s now 
rhe SCTOA 
suggests three courses of action: industry 


(Federal admissions ) 


tion, we now find 


creased its terms on film 
great proportion ot the 
flowing into their pockets.” 
arbitration, including film rentals; action by 
Congress to place the industry under a com- 


1 1 


mission, and a direct ippeal to tne 


public 


“through our screens.” 


Asks Maryland Censor 
Law Be Repealed 


BALTIMORE: Tlf the 


is unwilling to repeal the state’s motion pic- 


\T 
1 


iryland legislature 
ture censorship law, then the decision as to 
should with the 
public in the booth. This conten- 
tion was made here this week by Gerard M. 
Cahill of the Motion Picture 
\merica in an 


the future of the law rest 


election 


\ssociation of 
the subcom- 
nittee of the Maryland Legislative Council. 
Reviewing and 
those of the U. S. on cen- 
sorship, Mr. Cahill said “the present hearing 


address before 


decisions in other states 


Supreme Court 


affords the Legislative Council an excellent 
opportunity 
solution to an increasingly vexing problem 
the 1955 


legislature of the archaic censorship law.” 


to recommend now an effective 


by calling for prompt repeal by 
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Paramount 
39=Week Net 
$2.1426.000 


Paramount Pictures Corporation estimates 
the earnings of the corporation and its con- 
solidated domestic and Canadian subsidiaries 
for the third quarter ended October 2, 1954, 
at $2,428,000 after provision for United 
States and Canadian income taxes. These 
earnings represent $1.10 per share on the 
2,208,133 shares outstanding and in the 
hands of the public as of that date. 

Consolidated earnings for the quarter 
ended October 3, 1953 were estimated at 
$2,005,000 and represented 89 cents per 
share on the 2,256,158 shares then outstand- 
ing. 

Consolidated earnings for the nine months 
ended October 2, 1954 after taxes are esti- 
mated at $6,390,000. These earnings include 
net profit on sale and adjustment of invest- 
ments in subsidiary and affiliated companies 
of approximately $832,000 (after deducting 
applicable income taxes). These earnings, 
including such net profit on sales of invest- 
ments represent $2.89 per share and, exclud- 
ing such net profit, $2.52 per share. 

Consolidated earnings for the first nine 
months of 1953 were estimated at $4,996,000 
and represented $2.21 per share. 

The board of directors of the company 
November 5 voted a quarterly dividend of 
50 cents per share on the common stock 
payable December 14, 1954, to holders of 
record November 29, 1954. 


Independent to Produce 
Three at RKO Studio 


HOLLYWOOD: Prize Pictures, Inc., a 
motion picture producing company financed 
by Arizona capital, has moved onto the 
RKO lot to produce a program of three pic- 
tures in 1955. Distribution for the three 
pictures is contemplated for RKO. Films 
will be produced in Superscope and color. 

Sig Schlager, general manager of Prize 
Pictures, has already set up his organization 
at RKO. His present business organization 
includes Ben Englander, Una Stanley and 
John Shanks, 

Prize Pictures has spent three years ac- 
quiring and developing story material and 
negotiating for personalities to appear in 
them, Mr. Schlager said. Prize Pictures, 
Inc., is the producing name of Pictures 
Holding Corp., of which James A. Smith of 
Phoenix is President. 


Illinois Theatre Owners 


Elect Gene Russell 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, ILL.: The 
United Theatre Owners of Illinois has 
elected Gene Russell regional vice-president 
of the Champaign area. George Barber of 
Tuscola and W. E. Simmons of Monticello 
were named to the board of directors and 
Mrs. W. E. Simmons was appointed secre- 
tary. 
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by the Herald 


AN AWARD AND AN INTRODUCTION. The scene Tuesday in New York as 
executives of the National Conference of Christians and Jews had as guests film 
industry leaders. Sol A. Schwartz, past chairman, in behalf of the Conference, pre- 
sented Emanuel Frisch, past chairman, a plaque for his services in last year's cam- 
paign. John H. Harris of Pittsburgh was introduced as this year's chairman. In left 
to right array above are Dr. Miller Ritchey, of Hardwick College, Oneonta, N. Y.; 
Mrs. Ritchey; Mr. Harris, speaking; J. Robert Rubin, luncheon chairman; Mr. Frisch, 


Mr. Schwartz and Ned E. Depinet. 





Supreme Court Refuses 
Circuit's TV Appeal 


WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court, this 
week, refused a request by the St. Louis 
Amusement Co. that it prevent a Federal 
Communications Commission hearing on the 
Columbia 
tion for a St. Louis television station. The 
circuit and CBS are two of the five appli- 
cants for Channel 11, St. Louis. The circuit 
contends that CBS already has the maximum 
number of stations under FCC rules. 
commission, however, granted a special ex 
ception to CBS in the case of the St. Louis 
station. The Supreme Court gave no 


Broadcasting System’s applica- 


reason 


for its negative decision. 


COMPO Ad States Effects 
Of Admission Taxes 


The thirtieth in the 
ments in Editor and Publisher by the 
cil of Motion 
week called attention to the threat of 
municipal admission taxes. The ad pointed 
out that since the 20 per cent Federal ad 
mission tax was reduced, there has been an 
increase of nearly 1,000 theatre operations 
in the country, but that the original tax 
“was such a blight that it almost destroyed 
the film business.” New 
“would penalize your local theatres,” 


series of advertise 
Coun 
last 


new 


Picture Organizations 


municipal taxes 


it said 


Ponti-De Laurentis Signs 


For Five Productions 

ROME: Producer Dino De Laurentis an- 
nounced last week that Paramount Pictures 
had exercised its option with the Ponti-De 
Laurentis Studios for another year. The new 
contract calls for the production of five high 
budgeted pictures during 1954-55 at the 
Ponti-De Laurentis Studios in Rome. Mr. 
De Laurentis just returned from a two-week 


The 


business trip to New York during which he 
held discussions with Paramount executives 
and made plans for the American launching 
of the “Ulysses,” 
which stars Kirk Douglas and Silvana Man 
gano, and “Mambo” which Silvana 
Mangano, Michael Rennie, Shelley Winters, 
Vittorio Gassman 
Robert Rossen directed “*Mambo 


Technicolor spectacle ; 
stars 


and Katherine Dunham. 


Eskin Acquires Eight 
From Stanley Warner 


PITTSBURGH: Harold S 
exhibitor of New York, has taken over eight 
theatres from Stanley Warner Theatres in 
the Pittsburgh territory. They I 

in State College; El Pati 

lyrone; Warren; 


Punxatawney; Li 


Eskin, veteran 


Columbia, 
Alpine in 
and Strand in Greensburgh. 
veteran 


western Pennsylvania 


1 


will supervise the houses with di 
in the theatre in 
Other 
College theatre, Bet 
Strand, Gettysburg 
phia; Grant ‘ 
Queen and Arcadia in Wilmington, Del 


Strand Greensburg! 


houses owned by M1 
hlehem; Easton, 
h; Bromley, 


Palisades N 


1 


Lee, 


MacDonald Reelected as 
Warner Club President 


Karl G. Macdonald, 
Warner Pictures 
reelected president of the Warner 
Othet 
Leshansky, vice-president 
charge of Ruth Weisberg, 
vice-president in charge of welfare; Don 


, 
vice-president Oo! 


International, was 
Club at 


Bros. 


its annual meeting officers elected 


were Larry 
membership ; 
Cherry, vice-president in charge of claims 
Harry Mayer, vice-president in charge 
social activities; Barry O’Connor, trea 

and George Schiffer, secretary. 
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Succeeds Skouras; Sees 
Bright Future Through 
Better Quality Films 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
HOLLYWOOD: Elmer C. 


dent of Fox Midwest Amusement Corp., was 
unanimously elected president of National 
Theatres last week by the board of directors 
harles P. Skouras, 
Che board also elected Alan 
director. 


Rhoden, presi- 


to succeed the late { who 


died ( Ictober 22 


May, company treasurer, a 


Upon his election as president, 
Mr. Rhoden said he saw a bril- 
liant future for the exhibitor, with 
possibly a smaller number of the- 
atres but with a larger revenue 
resulting from improved quality 
of product. 

He said that “we of exhibition 
must assume our share of respon- 
sibility and provide the answer to 
our quality picture shortage by 
furnishing risk capital needed to 
finance young, experienced pro- 
ducers and directors, during this 
emergency period.” 


He added that the company, which now 


wns no drive-ins, will maintain a flexible 

policy with regard to the acquisition or 

building of them in the future. He also 

d that Jol B. Bertero, vice-president 

National Theatres, is his choice for presi- 

Fox West Coast Theatres, and that 

nk H. Rickets president of Fox In- 

| resident of National 

vel charge of the Cir 

t s, including the Roxy, 

Ne \ 
H ures m m 
Su Ss Penrod i 
S H ily LUISE 
i veCcOoMe n 1 

\s cl xecutive of National Theatres, 

Ir. Rhoden will e his headquarters from 

Kansas City as soon as practicable to Los 
\ngeles, home office of the circuit 
In Show Business 40 Years 

now was also a 


Mr. Rhoden, who up to 


rector and \ president of National The- 
utres, parent company of Fox Midwest thea- 
tres, has been in show business for more 
than 40 of his 61 years. Born in LeMars, 
la., he moved to Nebraska as a small boy. 
He graduated from Central High School, 
Omaha, in 1914, then attended the Uni- 
versity of Omal and the University of 
Nebraska. 

His first job in the film business dates 
back to 1912 when he was a shipper with 


the old General Film Exchange. He left the 
return iI 


industry during college days, to 





22 


RHODEN HEAD 
OF NATIONAL 








ELMER C. RHODEN 


1917 a film salesman for General. His career 
was interrupted again by military service 
in World War I. He returned to Omaha in 
1918 as film salesman for A. H. Blank and 
then to Kansas City as branch manager for 
the First National exchange. It was during 
this period that he first became associated 
Skouras brothers who had linked 
First National. 

He became president of Midwest Film 
Distributors, exploitation in 


with the 


their interests with 


which used 
selling roadshow attractions. Later the com- 
into exhibition and had 
1929 


branched out 
expanded to 45 theatres by 


pany 


President 25 Years 


Late 1 


subsidiary of 


that year the circuit was sold to a 
Fox West Coast Theatres. 


[he same company acquired other interests 
vhich were combined into one company 
nown as Fox Midwest Theatres. For the 


ist 25 years Mr. Rhoden had been president 


ind operating head. 

When 20th Century-Fox, the parent com- 
pany, divorced itself of all theatres, National 
Theatres formed and he elected 
and a director. He has long 


was was 


4 
vice-president 


1 


been active in various community civic af- 


11rs, 


New Theatrical and TV 
Film Company Formed 


\ new film company called William Films, 
Inc., was formed this week by William 
Goldman, William Zimmerman and William 
L. Snyder. It will handle foreign films for 
specialized theatrical exhibition in the U. S. 
and produce television films for children. 
Mr. a Philadelphia exhibitor, 
Mr. Zimmerman is former RKO vice-presi- 
dent and general counsel and Mr. Snyder 


Goldman is 


has been an art film importer. 





Pickus Asks 
Small Screen 


Prints of All 


ST. LOUIS: In an address before the an- 
nual convention of the Missouri-IIlinois 
Theatre Owners Association this week, Al- 
bert M. Pickus, vice-president of Theatre 
Owners of America, said, “There is no ne- 
cessity to change from the se-called small 
screen to a larger picture ratio provided, 
however, that 2D prints of CinemaScope, 
and of other new process pictures, are made 
available.” 

He also said that at the TOA convention 
in Chicago last week. Al Lichtman, distri- 
bution head of 20th Century-Fox, said his 
company’s CinemaScope pictures were not 
yet available in 2D and that he hoped they 
never would be, even though his company 
still intended to keep its promise to release 
them. 

Mr. Pickus added that those exhibitors 
who cannot wait for that day should, “install 
a large screen, after careful investigation 
and advice, so as to be able to get the best 
reflective light setup for the particular thea- 
tre. For the average small theatre the cost 
of the large screen is not more than $1,000.” 
They should also “‘install a short focal lens. 
For an additional $750, if they wish to be 
able to show all CinemaScope pictures on 
the wide screen, they are able to buy a pair 
of anamorphic lenses.” 

He felt there was no reason to make any 
investment in stereophonic sound. 

E. D. Martin, president of TOA, 
addressed the convention. He said that ex- 
hibitors are in a precarious position. The 


also 


seller’s market, the shortage of good pictures 
and prints, and the prohibitive film rental 
“Our 


“is to stimulate 


demanded threatened their existence. 
immediate 


independent production.” 


answer,” he said, 


TNT Buys Equipment for 
Hotel Circuit Television 


Large screen television projection equip- 
ment specially designed for use in hotel 
closed circuits, has been purchased by The- 
atre Network Television from General Pre- 
cision Laboratory. There are 50 units in the 
deal. They will make possible closed circuit 
meetings in as hotels, in as many 
cities. They will augment the 100 theatres 
TNT now uses. Nathan L. Haplern, TNT 


president, commented: “‘Closed circuit TV 


many 


has up to now been handicapped by the 
absence of good equipment in sufficient quan- 
accommodate 
medium size audiences and are available at 
hours not practical for large film theatres.” 


tity for use in hotels which 


Plan Hopewell Drive-in 

R. C. Patrick, co-owner of a Petersburg, 
Va., drive-in, and his partner R. Saunders, 
have purchased an eight-acre site in Hope- 
well, Va., for the construction of the city’s 
first drive-in. Estimated cost will be $50,000. 





MOTION PICTURE HERALD, NOVEMBER 13, 1954 




















‘we ALEC GUINNE 


ew: 
| 


van DETECTIVE 


*Which tops every other Guinness picture that has played the Fine Arts! 














Experimental Installation 
British Circuit Has 175 
Set for CinemaScope 


by PETER BURNUP 


LONDON: Associated British Cinemas is 
equipping 25 of its key houses with Per- 
specta sound. But this is an experiment 
only. ‘“‘We do not believe that stereophonic 
sound is an essential requirement in screen 
entertainment,” says D. J. Goodlatte, the 
circuit’s managing director. “We just want 
to make sure.” 

ABC now has 175 theatres equipped with 
and _ single-channel 
By the year’s end 200 of its houses 


CinemaScope screens 
sound. 
will be equipped. The circuit reports “grati- 
results on its first CinemaScope re- 


fying” 
lease, “The Command 


VistaVision in Debut 


Another of the new techniques, Vista- 
Vision, made its public debut here with 


“White Christmas” at Paramount’s Plaza. 
Included in the crowd of notables which 
attended the performance was Irving Berlin. 


Trade unanimous in their 
paeans of praise for the picture and Vista- 
Vision. Writers in popular national news- 
papers—despite lofty lukewarmness 
intellectual organs—also paid high tributes 
to the 
Comment on the screen and the new tech- 
nique was markedly scant. That, in the 
opinion of Paramount officials, was due to 
the fact that patrons in better theatres here 
have come to expect clarity of definition as 


viewers were 


among 


film as a showman’s money-maker. 


a matter of 
“We 


process,” 


course. 


were selling the picture, not the 


said officials. 
Producers Concerned 


Producers here are becoming increasingly 
concerned at the future policy of the Na- 
tional Film Finance Corporation, following 
the liquidation of the original British Lion 
Film Corporation. 

They point out that it had been announced 
earlier that a British would be 
formed under, presumably, NFFC control 


new Lion 
and that the company would confine itself to 
distribution only. The Producers’ Associa 
tion wants to know 
company will be formed and what will be 


whether and when the 


its scope ? 

Other points in regard to which BFPA 
wants enlightenment are: 1. Has the corpor- 
ation come to any conclusion as to the future 


] 


of Group Three, the organisation formed 


and supported by public money to give op 
portunity to novitiate producers and other 
technicians? 2. Has the corporation formu 
lated a definite policy as to terms on which 
futur« be made to independent 
producers? 


loans will 


24 


5 ABC HOUSES 
GET PERSPECTA 





GROSS IN BRITAIN 
SHOWS INCREASE 


LONDON: During the quarter ended 
June 26, 1954, motion picture theatre 
admissions numbered 322,000,000, ac- 
cording to the Board of Trade Journal, 
published this week. The admission fig- 
ure was |.| per cent below that for 
the first quarter of 1954, with the 
drop attributed to a seasonal decline. 
Gross box office revenue for the sec- 
ond quarter was £27,487,000, slightly 
higher than in the corresponding quar- 
ter of 1953. The net revenue for ex- 
hibitors also exceeded the first quar- 
ter, doubtless due to the reduction of 
the entertainment tax in May. 





Complaints have been made lately on the 
allegedly onerous lending terms imposed by 
the corporation. Objection is taken in par- 
ticular to the latter’s insistence on participa- 
tion in profits. Independent producers want 
to know whether the corporation will con- 
tinue to demand participation and, in which 
case, what the participation will amount to. 

A meeting betweem the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation and the corporation was to be held 
November 10. 

Representatives of the Trade’s Four As- 
sociation have come to agreement on the 
terms of the operation of the new Eady 
levy, subject to ratification by CEA’s gen- 
eral council this week and to go into force 
forthwith. 

Breakdown at last week’s meeting was 
occasioned by disagreement over the rate of 
levy operating between August 1 and Octo- 
As from the former date, exhibitors 
generally (on the advice of their Associa- 
tion’s headquarters) paid at a lowered rate. 
J. Arthur Rank’s CMA theatres continued 
to pay at a heavier rate and the dispute 
then arising was understood to be the pri- 


Mr. Rank’s withdrawal 


ber 23. 


mary reason for 
from CEA. 


Aim at Healing Break 


As from October 24 a further levy scale 
will continue for three 
The agreement is de- 


was adopted and 
years from that date. 
scribed by the Producers’ Association’s Sir 
Henry French as “a very satisfactory solu- 
tion of our difficulties.” It was reached, it 
is understood, by the ameliorative influences 
of certain elder statesmen of the industry in 
with the Sir 
Alexander King is mentioned. 

CEA’s general council was likely to be in 
much better shape at Wednesday’s meeting. 
Diplomatic but urgent endeavours are now 
in progress aimed at a healing of the rift 
between the Rank Organisation and the 


connection whom name of 
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Essoldo group ‘on ‘thie one side and CEA on 
the other. 

It is pointed out that’ the Governmefit 
prefers to deal with any industry through a 
general association of its members rather 
than with individual entities no matter how 
powerful. 

Significantly, at a press conference fol- 
lowing the agreement, Sir Henry French 
said: “We are anxious on our side to do 
everything we can to enable CEA to voice 
and be responsible for the general adminis- 
tration of the Eady scheme from the point 
of view of all exhibitors.” 

V 

The Royal Film Performance at Metro’s 
Empire theatre November 15 marks the 
thirtieth anniversary of the Cinematograph 
Trade Benevolent Fund to which the pro- 
ceeds of the performance will be devoted. 
Reporting progress on the Royal show’s or- 
ganisation the fund’s president, Reginald 
3romhead, says that advertising in the pro- 
brought in £8,250, 
claimed as a record. Mr. Bromhead antici- 
pates a sellout at the Empire at something 
in excess of £22,000. 

V7 


gramme has already 


Norman Collins’s Associated Broadcast- 
ing Development Company has been ap- 
pointed a fourth programme contractor to 
the Independent Television Authority; thus 
completing the entertainment time on the 
Authority’s three-station commercial net- 


work. 


Grand Prize Films Head 


Announces New Product 

Moritz Hamburger, president of Grand 
Prize Films of New York, has announced 
his company’s product for the current sea- 
son. The German films distributor is divid- 
ing the product into several types: sub- 
titled films principally for art houses; 
German dialogue films without titles for 
German-language audiences; English-dia- 
logue-or-dubbed films. The first of these to 
be released is ‘“‘Desirees,” with subtitles, 
which recently had its first-run showing in 
New York. 


"Gangbusters" TV Films 
For Theatrical Release 


Three episodes from television’s “Gang- 
busters” series have been assembled into a 
78-minute feature for theatres by Visual 
Drama, an affiliate of General Teleradio, in 
association with Terry Turner. These films, 
which were never telecast, will have a sat- 
uration booking in New England for which 
Joseph Levine has acquired territorial rights. 
However, it has not been determined whether 
the film will be released nationally through 
states rights or a national distributor. 


Canada Circuits Plan Units 

TORONTO: Both Famous Players Cana- 
dian Corporation and Odeon Theatres, Can- 
ada, announced plans for new theatres last 
week. Famous Players plans a 1,000-seat 
house in Red Deer, Alta., while Odeon plans 
a replacement for the Kent theatre, Monc- 
ton, N.B., destroyed six years ago. 

















Launch New 
Distributor 


Eliot Hyman, who has a background in 
films for television and non-theatrical pur- 
poses, called newsmen into the Hotel War- 
wick Tuesday afternoon to announce a new 
company which will have a full supply of 
pictures for theatres as well as television: 
Associated Artists Productions, Inc. 

The company will have offices at 345 
Madison Avenue, New York City, and has 
on its executive staff Kenneth Hyman, vice- 
president; Samuel Haims, controller and 
treasurer; Jacques Kopstein, formerly of 
Astor Pictures, domestic general sales man- 
ager; Norman Katz, formerly of Discina 
International, foreign sales maanger; Herb 
Richek, formerly of United Artists, chief 
of booking, and office manager; and a staff 
for television sales. 

Mr. Hyman for ten years was with the 
York Microstat Corp., reducing engineering 
drawings to 35mm; then, in 1947, with As- 
sociated Artists, Ltd., which had a TV film 
library, which then was sold to the Lansing 
Foundation, controlled by David Baird, Mr. 
Hyman becoming a consultant. When Mr. 
Baird sold to Matthew Fox, Mr. Hyman 
withdrew. 

The new company has an inventory of 
24 English pictures, as well as fourteen more, 
for re-release; a features package entitled 
“The Hall of Fame Classics”; the entire out- 
put of Douglas Fairbanks pictures, completed 
and coming, for television stations here and 
abroad; and, also for television release; the 
Allen Funt “Candid Camera” series; “John- 
ny Jupiter” shows; the “Sherlock Holmes” 
series; 199 Monogram features; 83 Spanish 
and 40 German pictures now being dubbed 
into English in Germany. 

There would be two years protection be- 
tween release of the pictures, especially the 
first batch of 24, in theatres and on televi- 
sion, Mr. Hyman promised. 


Key Columbia Executives 
At Five-Day Convention 


CHICAGO: Columbia Pictures will hold a 
sales meeting for five days beginning No- 
vember 15 at the Blackstone Hotel, Chicago. 
Eighteen sales and promotion executives 
were to meet with 38 domestic division and 
branch managers and seven top sales execu- 
tives from Canada. A. Montague, general 
sales manager, was to preside at the meet- 
ings, whose purpose was to set sales and 
distribution plans on coming product,  in- 
cluding Columbia’s first in CinemaScope. 





"Desiree" Song to Spark 


Promotion of Picture 

Spearheading 20th Century-Fox’s promo- 
tional campaign for the CinemaScope spec- 
tacle, “Desiree,” starring Marlon Brando 


and Jean Simmons, having its premiere, 
November 17, at the New York Roxy, is 
what the company describes as “a major 
music campaign,’ 


’ 


with eight top recordings 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, NOVEMBER 13, 1954 








Investing in the Younger Set As 


Film Customers of the Future 





| 
UIMEATRE 











SPONSORED By: 


PICTURES THAT CHILDREN ENJOY--AND PARENTS APPROVE / 






—=- 








THE HALIFAX BRANCH 
OF THE CHILDREN'S FILM 
LIBRARY OF CANADA 





SPECIAL 
MORNING SHOW 
THIS SATURDAY 


a 9.50 

















In Canada recently a group representing 
eleven Dominion-wide organizations, with 
encouragement from the industry, formed 
the Canadian Entertainment Film Consul- 
tants. Purpose of the new group is to rec- 
ommend family entertainment films. One 
of the exhibits at a three-day workshop con- 
ference held by the group was the poster 
illustrated above which is circulated by the 
Canadian Film Children's Library, one of 


the participating organizations. Others are 
the Council of Churches, Council of Jewish 
Women, Canadian Film Institute, Federa- 
tion of University Women, Big Sister Asso- 
ciation, Daughters of the Empire, Junior 
League, Catholic Women's League, Parent 
Teacher Home and School group and the 
Legion of Decency. Mrs. Marjorie Dawson 
represented the Motion Picture Association 
of America at the workshop. 





of “The Song from Desiree,” subtitled 
“We'll Meet Again.” The ballad has been 
recorded by Bing Crosby, Johnny Desmond, 
Jane Froman, Paul Weston and others. Also 
figuring in the campaign is a reprint of the 
Annamarie Selinko novel, carrying cast and 
credits of the picture; department store and 
fashion tie-ups, as well as TV and radio 
advertising. The picture was produced by 
Julian Blaustein. 


Republic 39-Week 
Net Profits $776,971 

For the 39 weeks ended July 3lst, 1954, 
Republic Pictures Corporation and its sub- 
sidiaries reported a net profit of $1,617,971 
before Federal tax provision, estimated Fed- 
eral normal and surtaxes of $841,000 or a 
net after taxes of $776,971. For the compa- 
rable period ended July 25, 1953, Republic 
reported a net profit of $1,698,155 before 
Federal tax provision, estimated Federal 
normal and surtaxes of $875,000 or a net 
after taxes of $823,155. 


20-City Texas Premiere 
For I.F.E.'s "Theodora" 

“Theodora, Slave Empress,” 
American-language spectacle, 


[.F.E.’s 
will have a 
20-city saturation premiere in Texas, De 
cember 2, it was announced this week by 
3ernard Jacon, vice-president in charge of 
sales. Some of the theatres 
the State, El Paso; State, Galveston; 
San Antonio; Kirby, Houston; and Palace, 
Fort Worth. The picture stars Gianna Maria 
Canale and was filmed in Pathecolor. The 
company the highest budgeted 
film ever to be released by them 


Illinois Allied Welcomes 
Committee on Toll TV 


CHICAGO: The board of directors of Al- 
lied Theatre Owners of Illinois at a meet- 


involved are 


lexas, 


says it is 


ing here last week voted a welcome to the 
formation of the joint exhibitor’s committe¢ 
on toll television. The board recommended 
that the unit give its full support to the ful- 
fillment of the committee’s objectives 








It’s hitting Christmas Week 
business right now as its first hun- 
dred dates play to smash results. 
The whole country hails this first 
VistaVision attraction for, as the 
Los Angeles Herald & Express 


says, it’s “an irresistible package 


* 
re) 
ay 


vSTAVSION 

IRVING BERLINS 
nite & 
Chiistnas ; 


BING ““ DANNY 


CROSBY « KAYE 


ROSEMARY VERA- 


CLOONEY « ELLEN 7 


Color by TECHNICOLOR, 
DEAN JAGGER - RVING BERIIN 


Produced by 


ROBERT EMMETT DOAN MICHAELCURTIZ 


Dances and - ot Number ms ner by Rober 
n for the screen by 
NORMAN KRASNAN NORMAN PANAMA o nd MELVIN FRANK 


Today’ big box 
are all from Pa 




















Wonderful is the exhibitors’ 
word for Sabrina everywhere! 
Seventh record week on Broad- 
way. And Variety reports “Boffo, 
Chicago” — “Paces Buffalo” — 
“Giant, Los 
Angeles” — “Sockeroo, Denver” — 


“Huge, Minneapolis” — 


“Uniformly sock to terrific!” 


HUMPHREY BOGART 
AUDREY HEPBURN 
WILLIAM HOLDEN 


with 
WALTER HAMPDEN - JOHN WILLIAMS 
MARTHA HYER - JOAN VOHS 
Produced and Directed by BILLY WILDER - written for the 
Screen by Billy Wilder, Samuel Taylor and Ernest Lehman 
From the play by Samuel Taylor 


office le 


, aders 
ramount! § 


12 weeks New York - 12 
weeks Philadelphia are typical 
of engagements making this the 
year’s long-run leader. In key city 
runs it hit an astounding 98% 
holdover average. No wonder it’s 
the hottest attraction in general 


release today! 


JAMES 
STEWART 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


REAR WINDOW | 


Color by [ECHNICOLOR 


co-sta rring 


GRACE KELLY - WENDELL COREY 
THELMA RITTER 


with RAYMOND BURR - Directed by ALFRED HITCHCOCK 
Screenplay by JOHN MICHAEL HAYES 


BASED ON THE SHORT STORY BY CORNELL WOOLRICH 


: P: 














Box Office 


For October. 


Champions 


1934 


The Box Office Champions are selected on the basis of the gross revenue at key city 


theatres throughout the country. 


BRIGADOON 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ) 
(CinemaScope ) 

Produced by Arthur Freed. Directed by 
Vincente Minnelli. Ansco Color. Cast: 
Gene Kelly, Van Johnson, Cyd Charisse, 
Elaine Stewart, Barry Jones, Hugh Laing, 
Albert Sharpe, Virginia Bosler, Jimmy 
Thompson. 


ON THE WATERFRONT 
(Columbia) 

Produced by Sam Spiegel. Directed by 
Elia Kazan. Written by Budd Schulberg. 
Cast: Marlon Brando, Karl Malden, Lee J. 
Cobb, Eva Marie Saint, Rod Steiger, Pat 
Henning, Leif Erickson, James Westerfield, 
Tony Galento, Tami Mauriello. (Champion 


the > Na month 
€ € °) ITN.) 


REAR WINDOW 
(Paramount ) 
Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Written 
by John Michael Hayes. Technicolor. Cast: 
James Stewart, Grace Kelly, Wendell 
Corey, Thelma Ritter, Raymond Burr, Ju- 
dith Evelyn, Ross Bagdasarian, Georgine 
Darcy, Sara Berner. (Champion f 


aCONA month 


+or the 


SABRINA 
(Paramount ) 

Produced and directed by Billy Wilder. 
Written by Billy Wilder, Samuel Taylor and 
Ernest Lehman (from the play by Samuel 
Taylor). Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Audrey 
Hepburn, William Holden, Walter Hamp- 
den, John Williams, Martha Hyer, Joan 
Vohs, Marcel Dalio, Marcel Hillaire. 


A STAR IS BORN 
(Warner Bros.) (CinemaScope ) 
Produced by Sidney Luft. Directed by 
George Cukor. Written by Moss Hart (from 
a story by William A. Wellman and Robert 
Carson). Technicolor. Cast: Judy Garland, 
James Mason, Jack Carson, Charles Bick- 
ford, Tom Noonan, Irving Bacon, Lucy 
Marlow, Hazel Shermet, Amanda Blake, 
James Brown, Lotus Robb. 


WOMAN'S WORLD 
(20th Century-Fox) (CinemaScope) 
Produced by Charles Brackett. Directed 
by Jean Negulesco. Written by Claude 
Binyon, Mary Loos and Richard Sale. DeLuxe 
color. Cast: Clifton Webb, June Allyson, 
Van Heflin, Lauren Bacall, Fred MacMur- 
ray, Arlene Dahl, Cornel Wilde, Elliott 
Reid, Margalo Gillmore, Alan Reed. 





VistaVision Wins Award 
From Vision Institute 


\ special award of merit to VistaVision 
from the Vision Conservation Institute, na 
t il non-profit educational and public serv- 
ce ganizat has been received by Para- 
mount Pictures. The award, presented by 
Dr. Lawrence H. Foster, president of the 
institute, says that VistaVision’s clarity of 


from distortion and 


photography, freedon 


beneficial effects upon the visual processes 


of audiences “are outstanding contributions 
to visual comfort and the enjoyment of fine 
films produced by the motion picture i1 
dus 


Anamorphic VistaVision 
Prints to Be Supplied 
CHICAGO 


dustry that Paramount would actually make 
VistaVision productions available in ana- 


Doubt in some areas of the in- 


was dispelled here last week 
head of Paramount’s studio 
department, at the TESMA- 
PEDA-TOA convention forum. 
audience of 


morphic prints 
by Loren Ryder, 
technical 
800 


In addressing an about 


assembled for discussion of technical prob- 
the 
said his company definitely plans 


lems in exhibition with new 


Mr. Ryder 


systems, 





28 


to supply anamorphic VistaVision prints for 
theatres that may want them. 

At the same forum, Earl Sponable, tech- 
20th Century-Fox, defended 
as a method practicable for 


nical director of 
magnetic sound 
theatres generally, adding that while present 
magnetic heads had proved capable of re- 
producing between four and five million feet 
of film, an alloy of aluminum and iron, called 
alfenol, had been used experimentally and 
had could life 


about five times over the present rating. 


indicated it increase head 
Warner Executives Attend 
Company Product Meeting 


Warner Brothers’ home office sales ex- 
ecutives and district managers attended a 
two-day product meeting in New York last 


week called by Ben Kalmenson, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales. Purpose of the meet- 
ing was to discuss forthcoming productions 
including “A Star Is Born,” others already 
completed and those scheduled for filming 
and release in 1955. Some of the pictures 
discussed include “Drum Beat,” “Track of 
the Cat,” “The Silver Chalice,” “Young at 
Heart,” “Jump Into Hell,” “East of Eden,” 
“Battle Cry,” “Strange Lady in Town,” 
“Land of the Pharaohs,” “Mr. Roberts,” 
“The Sea Chase” and “Pete Kelly’s Blues.” 
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Release Top 
Fiims Whole 
Year:Hyman 


Edward L., 


Hyman, vice-president of 
American Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, stated last week that even distribution 
of quality pictures throughout the year 
should be started now. 

“In studying the pictures available follow- 
ing Thanksgiving to Christmas, I find that 
there is practically nothing of quality. This 
sad state of affairs is made more glaring 
when one takes a look at the availabilities 
for Christmas time,” Mr. Hyman said. “This, 
to me, is a deplorable situation. I have been 
urging an even distribution of the quality 
product without regard for seasons for a 
long time. The definite upward trend taken 
by our industry this year convinces me that 
than the time to use 
statesmanship, mixed with good business, to 


now, more ever, is 
eliminate those horrible gaps when our pa- 
lisillusioned with the type of 
entertainment we offer.” 

He says the solution is a simple one and 
calls for distributor and exhibitor coopera- 


trons become 


tion. The exhibitor should not ask the dis- 
tributor to take all the between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. He should un- 
derwrite the film rental for the picture he 


eamble 


wants provided it is a quality picture with 
a good box office potential. 
“The added, 
along with such a proposal is bound to catch 
his competitors flatfooted since he will have 


distributor,” he “who goes 


practically no competition with his picture 
being the sole quality attraction shown. 
“Furthermore, a first run playoff of a 
quality picture at such a time will make it 
available to the a time 
when it is most needed and when the added 


subsequent runs at 


business done by these subsequent runs will 
afford more than the usual film rental.” 


Keough Attends Signing 
Of New Copyright Law 


WASHINGTON: The motion picture in- 


dustry’s representative at the signing by 
President Eisenhower last week of the in- 
ternational copyright law was Austin C. 


Keough, vice-president and general counsel 
of Paramount. Now that the United States 
has ratified the new Universal Copyright 
Convention, it is expected that the remainder 
of the non-iron curtain which 
signed the treaty will proceed with their 


countries 


own ratification procedures. In effect, the 
concept of the United States statutory sys- 
tem of copyright protection based on pub- 
lication with notice of copyright has been 
taken over by the other countries. Mr. 
Keough said he was pleased that the film 
industry had been able to contribute its 
support. Also present Edward A. 
Sargoy, head of the copyright section of 
the American Bar Association, who was a 
technical consultant to the United States 
delegation which draw up the convention. 


was 











THE MOST SPECTACULAR 
UNDERWATER SCENES 
EVER FILMED! 


NEW-PICTURE 
POWER 





CECIL B.DEMILLES ~~ | | 
REAP THE WILD WIND 


Color By Li; iC /HINIC /OLOR 


JOHN WAYNE SUSAN HAYWARD = | 
RAY MILLAND - PAULETTE GODDARD | 


























HA. ollywood oo 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 

Hollywood Editor 

NIcHOLAsS Ray says, “Entertainment is our 
business, whatever medium we may be us- 
ing at a given moment.” He says this in 
a conversation which has to 
direction and produc- 


the course of 
do with the writing, 
tion of dramatic materials of all kinds and 
of dramatic media of all kinds, including 
television. 

Nicholas 


written, directed 


Ray is a young man who has 
and produced dramatic 
kinds in all the kinds of 


dramatic media except the last-named, and 


materials of all 


it’s because he’s getting ready to venture 


into that one also that the conversation 
takes place. A man whose last picture is 
umong the Box Office Champions of the 


year is not to be permitted lightly to de- 
part the field of films, and it 
turns out, fortunately, that he’s not depart 


theatrical 


ing it—just reaching out. 


Among Gifted Men Chosen 
By Frank Lloyd Wright 


] 


rhe Ray taient is rounded, seasoned, and 


soundly based He is one of the renowned 
group of gifted young men chosen by Frank 
Lloyd Wright the intensive develop- 
mental training greatest architect of 
this administered at his famed 
Taliesen, learned the craft that 
3roadway stage phase 


for 
the 
century 
where he 
his 
“Beggar’s Holiday,” others ) 


served him in 
“Lute Song,” 
And he is one of the fabulous young Uni- 
of Chicago students who exploded 
educational tradition and intellec- 
tual standards in the heady early years of 
the Robert Maynard Hutchins’ regime. 
The skills and techniques acquired at 
Taliesen and Chicago made his war-time 
radio writing (programs of all types for 
OWI; “Back Where I Come From’ for 
CBS) a memorable contribution to the 
morale of the populace, at home and away; 


versity 


set new 


and when that need was past he came west 


to associate himself, in one or another or 
more than one capacity, with such pictures 
as “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” “Knock 
on Any Door,” “In a Lonely Place,” “Fly- 
ing Leathernecks” and “Lusty Men,” to 


name a handful. 
Director of Story Which 
Concerns Juvenile Delinquency 

The next Ray project is the direction of 
‘Rebel Without a story about 
juvenile delinquency, no stranger whatever 


Cause,” a 


to a young man who roamed Chicago in the 
hot hey-dey of the Capone dynasty. And 
his next after that is “Big Like,” which has 
nothing to do with gangsters, as the title 
might suggest, but is concerned intimately 
and dramatically with the keel-builders of 
the Mississippi River traffic lane which, he 


says, films haven’t done right by up to now. 


start a_ television 


So why’s he 


gonna 


30 


series? He replies as quoted way back up 
there where this report started. And he 
adds, when asked whether he may not find 
his theatrical film competing with his tele- 
vision film too often for comfort at 
time in the bright future, “It’s not going 
to happen. Neither medium is going to ex- 
tinguish the other. The movie didn’t kill off 
the stage, and radio didn’t kill the motion 
picture. There’s plenty of room under the 
entertainment sun for cinema and television 


I think 


some 


to live and prosper side by side. 


they will.” 


THE completion of photography on 11 pic- 
tures, offset by the launching of only four 
others, pulled the over-all production score 
down at the weekend. 

Probably the standout among the new 
undertakings is “The Rose Tattoo,” the Hal 
Wallis production in VistaVision for Para- 
mount release. It has Burt Lancaster, Anna 
Magnani, Marisa Virginia 
Ben Cooper and many others in the cast 
directed by Daniel Mann. 

Sam Marx started “Kiss of Fire,” Tech- 
nicolor, for Universal-International, with 
Joe Newman directing Jack Palance, Rhonda 
Fleming, Martha Hyer and Alan Reed. 

“No Place to Hide” is an independent 
enterprise, a Joseph Shaftel production in 
Eastman color. Shaftel is producer-director, 
Dan Milner is associate producer, and the 
cast is headed by David Brian, Marsha 
Hunt and Hugh Corcoran. 

“Five Against the House” is a Columbia 
project produced by Sterling Silliphant, di- 
rected by Phil Karlson, and with Guy Madi- 
son, Kim Novak, Brian Keith, Kerwin 
Mathews and Alvy Moroe. 


Pavan, Grey, 


Preminger to Continue 
Opera "Conversions" 


Otto Preminger, producer-director of 
“Carmen Jones,” has intimated he would like 
to continue film modernization of traditional 
opera and that the “Barber of Seville” is the 
next likely candidate. He said, “There was 
a time when most of the public had such an 
awe-struck veneration for opera that they 
would have resented any project which ac- 
corded opera anything but traditional treat- 
ment. That day is past. My personal ob- 
servation is that opera-lovers are the ones 
who enjoy ‘Carmen Jones’ the most.” 


Columbia, Judy Holliday 


Receive Treasury Awards 

A “Distinguished Service Award” was 
received this week by Columbia Pictures 
from the Treasury Department for a five- 
minute savings bond film to be shown in 
theatres and on television next year. Judy 
Holliday also received the “Minute Man 
Flag Award” for her part in the film. 








THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 


STARTED (4) 





COLUMBIA PARAMOUNT 
Five Aaainst the House The Rose Tattoo (Vista- 
Vision) 
INDEPENDENT 
No Place to Hide (Jo- U-I 
seph Shaftel; East Kiss of Fire (Techni- 
man color) color) 
COMPLETED (11) 
ALLIED ARTISTS REPUBLIC 
Rider of the Ruby Hills The Admiral Hoskins 
High Society Story 
20TH-FOX 
COLUMBIA The Seven-Year Itch 
Creature With the (CinemaScope 
Atom Brain (Clover Color) 
Prods.) UNITED ARTISTS 
Big House, U.S.A. 
MGM [Bel-Aire 
Hit the Deck (Cinema- U-I 
Scope; Eastman) The Shrike 
To Hell and Back 
PARAMOUNT | opegarnieg 


The Trouble With Harry 
(VistaVision; Tech 


nicolor) 


WARNER BROS. 
He 


Jump Int 


SHOOTING (28) 


COLUMBIA 


The Man from Laramie 
(William Goetz; 
CinemaScope; Tech- 
nicolor) 

My Sister Eileen 
(Cinema-Sccpe; 
Technicolor) 


INDEPENDENT 

Bride of the Atom 
(Catacomb Pic.) 

Marty (Hecht-Lancas- 
ter Prods.) 

Oklahoma (R & H:;: 
Todd-AO; Cinema- 


Scope; Eastman) 


RKO RADIO 

Seven Bad Men (Nat 
Holt, Superscope, 
Technicolor) 

scape to Burma (Film- 
crest; SuperScope; 
Technicolor) 


20TH-FOX 

A Man Called Peter 
(CinemaScope;: 
Color) 


UNITED ARTISTS 

Top of the World 
(Landmark Prods.) 

Not As a Stranger 
(Stanley Kramer) 

Gentlemen Marry Bru- 
nettes (Russfield-Voy- 
ager; CinemaScope: 


m 


LIPPERT 


Shock (Exclusive Prod.) 


MGM Technicolor) 

The Marauders (Color) 

The Scarlet Coat U-I 
(CinemaScope, Abbott and Costello in 
Color) the Mummy 

f°. UAT nue ath Cult of the Cobra 
Weather (Cinema- Third Girl from the 

Right (Technicolor) 


Scope; Color) 
Interrupted Melody 
(CinemaScope; 


The Purple Mask 
(CinemaScope; 


Technicolor) 


Color) 
PARAMOUNT WARNER BROS. 
You're Never Too The Sea Chase 
Young (VistaVision; (CinemaScope; 


WarnerColor) 
Mister Roberts 

(CinemaScope; 

WarnerColor) 


Technicolor) 

The Desperate Hours 
(VistaVision) 

The Ten Command- 


ments (VistaVision; Moby Dick (Cinema- 
Technicolor) Scope; Technicolor) 
Strange Lady in Town 

REPUBLIC (CinemaScope; 


Magic Fire (Trucolor) WarnerColor) 
TUTTLE ELLE LUE ELEL EEE LUELUEELUP EEE LOE LUE 
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Democrats 
Control Key 
Committees 


WASHINGTON: Democratic control of 
the House of Representatives for the next 
two years means that a completely different 
set of men will be presiding over legislation 
of interest to the film industry. 

Heading the tax-writing House Ways and 
Means Committee, for example, will be Rep. 
Cooper (D., Tenn.), who led the fight in 
the House for greater admission tax relief 
for the small theatres. Mr. Cooper and his 
Democratic colleagues are generally friendly 
to excise tax relief, though any further ad- 
mission tax reduction right now seems a 
rather remote possibility. They’re considered 
likely to go for extension of part or all of 
the 52 percent corporate tax rate, if the 
Administration asks Congress again to 
prevent that rate from dropping to 47 per- 
cent as it’s scheduled to do next April 1. 

The Democrats on the Ways and Means 
Committee are also likely to give a friendly 
reception to the President’s recommenda- 
tions for reduction of international trade 
barriers, a move backed by most industry 
leaders. Republican Committee Chairman 
Reed (R., N. Y.) has been.a staunch op- 
ponent of the free trade program. 

Rep. Celler of New York and Rep. Priest 
of Tennessee will head the House Judiciary 
and Commerce Committees respectively. One 
or the other of these two committees would 
handle Allied States Association’s bill for 
Federal regulation of the film industry 
should it ever be introduced. Both men are 
considered friendly to small business, and 
Mr. Celler on occasion has criticized the 
major film companies. 

Mr. Celler told The HERALD he would 
press for action on bills to boost the fine 
for violating the anti-trust laws and to set 
up a uniform Federal statute of limitations 
for private anti-trust suits. The latter has 
been a major battle ground between exhibi- 
tors and distributors for some years. 

Rep. Patman (D., Tex.) will head the 
House Small Business Committee, and can 
be counted on to provide a vigorous program 
of investigation for that group. 

Ranking member of the House Commerce 
Committee will be Rep. Harris (D., Ark.) 
and chances now seem good for a renewal 
of the investigation he led some years ago 
into television program contents. 

Rep. Walter of Pennsylvania, on frequent 
occasions very friendly to the film industry 
and laudatory of its anti-Communist efforts, 
will head the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, 


"This Is Your Army’ 
Release November 27 


Distribution to exchanges of prints for 
“This Is Your Army,” a feature length 
Technicolor picture produced for the De- 
partment of Defense, will begin November 
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THE WINNERS CIRCLE 


Pictures doing above average business at first runs in the key cities for the week ending 


November 6 were: 


Albany: THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (U.A.), 
WHITE CHRISTMAS (Par.) 2nd week. 


Atlanta: THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (U.A.) 
2nd week, A BULLET IS WAITING (Col.) 
(2nd week), ON THE WATERFRONT (Col.) 
2nd week, SABRINA (Par.). 


Baltimore: RoGuE Cop (MGM), A Star Is 
Born (W.B.) 4th week, WHITE CHRIST- 
MAS (Par.). 


Boston: A Star Is Born (W.B.), WHITE 
CHRISTMAS (Par.). 


Buffalo: THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (U.A.), 
THE BLACK KNIGHT (Col.), A STAR Is 
Born (W.B.), WHITE CHRISTMAS (Par.) 
2nd week, THE VANISHING PRAIRIE 
(Buena Vista). 


Cincinnati: BEAU BRUMMELL (MGM), Sa- 
BRINA (Par.), A STAR IS BORN (W.B.) 
38rd week, WHITE CHRISTMAS (Par.) 2nd 
week. 


Columbus: A Star Is Born (W.B.) 2nd 


week, WHITE CHRISTMAS (Par.). 


Denver: THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (U.A.), 
BLack Wipow (20th-Fox), A Star Is 
Born (W.B.) 3rd week, WHITE CHRIST- 
MAS (Par.) 2nd week. 


Des Moines: ADVENTURES OF HAJJI BABA 
(20th-Fox), BLACK Wipow (20th-Fox). 


Detroit: BRIGADOON (MGM) 2nd week, A 
STaR Is Born (W.B.) 5th week, WHITE 
CHRISTMAS (Par.). 


Hartford: BLack KNIGHT (Col.), BLACK 
Wipow (20th-Fox), BrRIGADOON (MGM) 
2nd week, A STAR IS BorN (W.B.) 2nd 
week. 


Indianapolis: DRUM BEAT (W.B.), WHITE 
CHRISTMAS (Par.). 


(W.B.), 
WHITE 


Jacksonville: A STAR Is BORN 
SUDDENLY (U.A.) holdover, 
CHRISTMAS (Par.) 2nd week. 


Kansas City: A Star Is BorN (W.B.) 2nd 
week, A WOMAN’S WorLD (20th-Fox) 
3rd week. 


Memphis: WHITE CHRISTMAS 
WoMAN’s WorRLD (20th-Fox). 


(Par:). Az 


Miami: THE BLACK Wipow (20th-Fox). 


Milwaukee: BEAU BRUMMELL (MGM), 
BuacK KNIGHT (Col.), SABRINA (Par.) 
2nd week, A STAR Is Born (W.B.). 


Minneapolis: SUDDENLY (U.A.). 


New Orleans: THE 
(W.B.), BRIGADOON 
A Star Is Born 
WoMAN’S WORLD 


BOUNTY HUNTER 

(MGM) 2nd week, 
(W.B.) 4th week, A 
(20th-Fox). 


Oklahoma City: ADVENTURES 0! HAJJI 
BABA (20th-Fox) 2nd week, BENGAI 
BRIGADE (Univ.), SABRINA (Par.) 2nd 
week, A WOMAN’S WorLD (20th-Fox) 4th 
week. 


KNIGHT (Col.), RoGUE Cop 
(Par.), A Star Is 


Omaha: BLACK 
(MGM), SABRINA 
Born (W.B.). 


Philadelphia: THE BAREFOOT 
(U.A.), SABRINA (Par.) 2nd week, A 
Star Is Born (W.B.) 3rd week, Sup- 
DENLY (U.A.) 3rd week, WHITE CHRIST- 
MAS (Par.). 


CONTESSA 


Pittsburgh: ADVENTURES OF HAJJI BABA 
(20th-Fox) 2nd week, SABRINA (Par.), 
A Star Is Born (W.B.) 3rd week. 

Portland: THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (U.A ), 
REAR WINDOW (Par.) 3rd week, A 
WOoOMAN’S WorLpD (20th-Fox) 3rd week. 


(U.A.), 
BorN 


Providence: MAN WITH A MILLION 
PusSHOVER (Col.), A Star Is 
(W.B.). 

San Francisco: 
THE BLACK WIDOW 
JUNGLE (A.A.), ROGUE 
Star Is Born (W.B.) 
GHRISTMAS (Par.). 


YT 


BENGAL BRIGADE (Univ.), 
(20th-Fox), HUMAN 
Cop (MGM), A 
5th week, WHITE 


W eek, 
14th 

W HITE 
WORLD 


BRIGADOON (MGM) 3rd 
Doctor IN THE House (JARO) 
week, REAR WINDOW (Par.), 
CHRISTMAS (Par.), A WOMAN’S 
(20th-Fox) 3rd week. 

Vancouver: BETRAYED (MGM), THE EGyp- 
TIAN (20th-Fox), THE HIGH AND THE 
Micuty (W.B.) 2nd week. 


Washington: BEAU BRUMMELL (MGM), ON 
THE WATERFRONT (Col.) 7th week, REAR 
WINDOW (Par.) 9th week, RoGur Cop 
(MGM) 3rd week, SABRINA (Par.) 3rd 
week, A STAR IS BoRN (W.B.) 3rd week, 
SUDDENLY (U.A.), WHITE CHRISTMAS 
(Par.). 


Toronto: 





27, it was announced Tuesday by Robert W. 
Coyne, COMPO special counsel. 
date of the picture is December 13. Nine 
major companies are cooperating with 
COMPO in distribution of the picture, the 
general sales managers having divided the 
country into areas with certain exchange 
territories allotted to each company. “This 
Is Your Army” has a running time of 55 
minutes. Distribution of press books, pre- 
pared by 20th Century-Fox, will begin 
shortly by National Screen Service, which 
also will distribute the trailer. 


Release 


Legion Approves Five 
Of Six New Films 


The National 
week reviewed six picturt 
Class A, Section 1, 
for general patronage, and one in Class B, 


Legion of Decency thi 
s, putting five ir 
morally unobjectionabk 
morally objectionable in part for all. In Sec- 
tion 1 are “Athena,” “The Black Knight,’ 
“The Bob Mathias Story,” “Romeo and 
Juliet” and “West of Zanzibar”; in Class 
B is “Track of the Cat’ because of “sug 
gestive sequence and dialogue.” 





| PRE-SOLD with full-color 
to the 90,000,000 readers 
of the nation’s top magazines} | 
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THE SIGN oF A GREAT CAMPai¢,, , | 


\CK PALANCE- LUDMILLA TCHERINA-RITA GAM %=. 


NZ- ALEXANDER SCOURBY. birectes by DOUGLAS SIRK - Screenplay by OSCAR BRODNEY and BARRE LYNDON - story by oscar erooney - Produced by ALBERT J. COHEN 
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Eric JOHNSTON, president of Motion Pic- 
America, 
January as the Presi- 


ture Association of will go to 
the Near East in 
dent’s personal envoy to get Arab-Israel 
agreement on developing the Jordan Val 
ley. He left here this week for a month’s 
trip to the Far East on film matters. 


Cuet Lavorr, of the Universal exchange in 
Minneapolis, 
of the Minneapolis Colosseum of Motion 
Picture Salesmen. 


has been elected president 


MANDEL HERBSTMAN, formerly on the edi- 
torial staff of The HERALD and Motion 
Picture Daily, has joined Walt Disney 
Productions the supervision of 
Charles Levy, advertising and publicity 
director. He will handle news stories and 


under 


special features. 


Exports Gain 
30% in First 
Six Months 


WASHINGTON film and 
equipment during the first half of 1°54 were 


Exports of 
valued at about 30 per cent more than ex- 
ports during the first six months of 1953, the 
Commerce Department has reported. 


Film Chief Nathan D. Golden said the 
sharp increase was due largely to much 
higher shipments of 8mm motion picture 


equipment, motion picture theatre equipment 
and raw stock. Shipments of exposed fea- 
tures were actually down. 

Shipments during the January-June period 
this year valued $18,457,874, compared 
with $14,297,432 in the like 1953 period. 
[otal exports of all types of equipment, in- 


were 


cluding cameras, projection and sound equip- 
ment 


o/,/0 


and studio equipment were valued at 
the first half of this 
cent above the $5,286,939 valu- 


7,265 for year, 


ibout 47 pet 


ation of shipments in the 1953 first six 
months. Sharpest increases came in ship- 
ments of sound reproducing equipment, 


motion picture screens, motion picture pro- 
$mm 


— 
oomm 


jection equipment and and 


Shipments of 


parts, 


cameras. 16mm and 
cameras and of sound recording equipment 


were down slightly J 


Exports of exposed feature films—both 
35mm and 16mm and both positive and 
negative—were down slightly both in terms 


and dollar value. Some 145,- 
r feet of these exposed features, 
valued at $5,237,380, 
the first six months of this year, compared 
with 158,089,070 feet valued at $5,305,560 
in the like 1953 period. Shipments of 35mm 


linear fee 
were shipped during 
positive features fell in terms of linear feet 


34 


EUGENE PLESHETTE, managing director of 


the Brooklyn Paramount theatre, has been 
named as recipient of the Interfaith 
Award of the Anglo-Jewish Publications 
of Greater New York for 1954. 


Spyros P. Skouras, president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, left for Europe last weekend 
on a business trip. First stop was Paris. 

Rogvert LESTER, who resigned some time 
ago as booker-buyer for Fox Wisconsin 
\musement Corp., has returned to the 
company in its real estate department. 

\LEXANDER M. PoniAtorr, founder and 

president of Ampex Corp., was presented 

a 10-year service pin the by the company’s 

executives to mark the tenth anniversary 

of its founding. 


but rose slight in terms of dollar value, and 
exports of 16mm negative features increased 
a bit both in feet and dollar value. These 
gains were more than offset, however, by 
sharp drops in shipments of 35mm negative 
features and 16mm positive features. 

Raw stock shipments were up sharply, 
amounting to 191,977,153 linear feet valued 
at $5,433,229 in the 1954 period. 


Dinner Committee Set 


For Pioneers Dinner 

The dinner committee for the 16th annual 
showmanship dinner of the Motion Picture 
Pioneers, to be held at the Sheraton Astor 
Hotel November 17, was announced this 
week. Herman Robbins, general chairman 
of the dinner, heads the committee which 
consists of J. W. Alicoate, Richard W. Alt- 
schuler, Robert Benjamin, Harry Brandt, 
Sam Dembow, Jr., Ned Depinet, Jay Eman- 
uel, William C. Gehring, William J. Ger- 
man, Abel Green, Benjamin Kalmenson, 
Harry M. Kalmine, Marvin Kirsch, Mrs. 
Charles E. Lewis, Edward Morey, John J. 
O’Connor, Eugene D. Picker, Martin Quig- 
ley, Charles M. Reagan, Sam Rinzler, Sam- 
Alfred W. Schwalberg, Sol A. 
Ben Shlyen, Morton Sunshine, 
Harry J. Takiff, Joseph R. Vogel, Edward 
L. Walton and Mo Wax. 


uel Rosen, 
Schwartz, 


Paramount's Morgan, Smith 
Honored by Variety Club 


PHILADELPHIA: Oscar Morgan, Para 
mount’s short subject sales manager, and 
Ulrik F. Smith, Paramount branch man- 
ager here, were honored this week on their 
fortieth anniversary with the company. 
Sponsored by the local Variety Club, the 
testimonial dinner at the Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel was attended by about 250 people in- 
cluding Jerry Pickman, Ted Schlanger, Sam 
Diamond, Norman Silverman and A. W. 
Schwalberg. 


“Why” Key 
To Seaton’s 
Film Recipe 





” by the Herald 
GEORGE SEATON 


George Seaton’s formula is simple. 

It is “Why?” 

The writer, director, and producer who 
with William Perlberg is responsible for 
Paramount’s “Country Girl’ and “The 
Bridges at To-Ko-Ri” said Monday in his 
New York hotel suite: 

“We are not interested in ‘what.’ We are 
interested in stories of people in situations. 
This makes pictures different. This 
makes ‘Bridges’ different average 
Navy picture. I think if I have developed 
any forte, this is it.” 

Mr. Seaton said his first in 
would be “The Magnificent Devils” 
he would begin in July. “In our pictures, the 
introspective analysis lends itself to the 
small screen,” he said. “I still have to 
figure out how to use this new format, and 


our 
from an 


Vista Vision 
which 


how to overcome the loss of closeups.” 

Mr. Seaton has his doubts about subscrib- 
er television along one line: he wonders 
how comedy will fare. “Comedies are going 
to suffer from being seen by an audience of 
two or three in a living room. I just don’t 
think a Marx comedy can be funny in a liv- 
ing room. Gags that would bring ‘yaks’ in 
theatres will bring only chuckles.” 

He has been working with Mr. Perlberg 
15 years, and they complement each other, 
he remarked. Mr. Perlberg produces one 
picture on which Mr. Seaton writes and di- 
rects; and the remaining picture (they have 
a two picture per year contract) is a co- 
production. 


Acquires Two Drive-ins 

The Georgia Theatre Company, operators 
of the Miller, Modjeska and Cloverleaf 
drive-in theatres in Augusta, Georgia, have 
taken over the operation of the Hilltop and 
Augusta drive-in theatres. 
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MEXICO 
DOWN 


by LUIS BECERRA CELIS 
in Mexico City 

Local production this year is not expected 
to exceed 95 films, a new low in recent years, 
and may not even reach 86 films according 
to Hector Fernandez, secretary of the Mex- 
ican Motion Picture Producers Association. 
Mr. Fernandez said he based his forecast on 
the fact that the year’s production through 
August 31 totaled 66 films. 

Mexican producers, he said, feel that a 
total of between 90 and 95 films in the year 
is sufficient to service both the Mexican and 
export markets and therefore a higher pro- 
duction rate is not warranted. The annual 
production average has been approximately 
100 films in recent years. 

It is expected that 19 or 20 pictures will 
be produced here in the last five months of 
this year, said Mr. Fernandez. He added, 
however, that the pictures produced this year 
generally are higher in quality and enter- 
tainment values than most of those produced 
in years when the total exceeded 100. 


Mexico City exhibitors have lost another 
round in their continuing fight to break the 
admission price ceiling of from 24 to 32 
cents established in December, 1952. A 
group of exhibitors who recently asked that 
a price of 40 cents be allowed for films un- 
usual in their “educational or cultural val- 
ues” was told flatly by the Department of 
City Amusements that the department has 
no intention of reversing its stand against 
admission price increases, whether to motion 
picture or legitimate theatres, or sports 
arenas. A spokesman for the exhibitors 
said, ‘“‘We are not discouraged. We are 
going to try, try again.” 

V 

Despite the complaints from various ex- 
hibitors that there are too many theatres 
here, the construction of new theatres con- 
tinues in Mexico City and the provinces. 
Teatros Nacionales, S.A., is building four 
theatres in Mexico City. They include the 
4,000-seat Cine Sonora, second run house 
to be equipped for CinemaScope, and_ the 
3,000-seat Cine Juarez, also second run, with 
both scheduled to open December 20; plus 
two more houses, as yet unnamed, scheduled 
to open in February. 


ITALY 
by DR. ARGEO SANTUCCI 


in Rome 

The recently released annual report of the 
Italian Society of Authors’ Publishers 
(SIAE) draws a picture of Italy as one of 
the world’s most constantly expanding mo- 
tion picture markets. According to the 
SIAE report, Italian film-goers paid out 
more than 93,000,000,000 lira (approxi- 
mately $151,000,000) for motion picture en- 
tertainment in 1953, an increase of 11,000,- 
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OUTPUT 


IN YEAR 


000,000 lira (about $18,000,000) over 1952. 
In addition, 768,000,000 tickets were sold in 
the year, an increase of 30,000,000 over 
1952. SIAE says that a good portion of the 
increases registered results from the opening 
of a number of new theatres in small coun- 
try towns. 

According to the SIAE report, Italian 
production received about 35 per cent of the 
total gross receipts, that is, about $52,000,000 
out of a total of $151,000,000, which is ap- 
proximately 20 per cent more than the por- 
tion it received in 1952, 

Another agency reports that the percent- 
age of American films screened in Rome in 
the first half of this year dropped to 54 per 
ment, compared to 58 per cent in the first 
half of 1953. In the same period, the per- 
centage of Italian films screened in the capi- 
tal rose from 28 to 35 per cent. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
by STOJAN BRALOVIC 


m Belgrade 

The local production company, Ufus, has 
signed several important agreements for co- 
production with Burma, Greece and Turkey. 
The agreement with the Burmese Govern- 
ment provides for the production of several 
documentaries in that country under the title 
“Burma As Seen By Her Friends.” They 
will depict national customs and folklore and 
show various points of cultural and historical 
interest. The Greek agreement, with Sku- 
likidis of Athens, calls for the production of 
three feature length films. The Turkish 
pact is with the firm of Electro-Film of 
Constantinople and envisions the production 
of several films under the joint auspices of 
the two companies. 


FRANCE 
by HENRI KAHN 


in Paris 

A survey carried out by the National 
Cinema Centre has firmly established the 
fact that French audiences like intermissions 
during film programs. 

For the last several years the practice of 
having intermissions in motion picture 
houses has been the subject of lively con- 
troversy among various people, including 
exhibitors and critics. The exhibitors are 
particularly favorable to such intermissions 
since they provide opportunity for the selling 
of considerable amounts of candy, ice cream 
and other confections. The  anti-intermis- 
sion group holds that intermissions are too 
long and too numerous in the course of a 
single program. 

The Cinema Centre survey shows, how- 
ever, that the public likes intermissions. 
Asked whether they considered intermissions 
too long, too numerous, or normal, 61 per 
cent of those replying said they considered 


intermissions normal, 30 per cent found them 
too long and only two per cent too frequent 
Seventy-two per cent said they liked inter- 
missions, against 25 per cent who were 
against them. 

Results of the survey indicate that the ma- 
jority of theatre patrons like to stay in their 
seats eating their ices and watching the ad- 
vertising films during intermissions Ex- 
hibitors are delighted, first because it means 


1 


they will go on selling their ices and, second, 
because they think producers of advertising 
films will be encouraged. Exhibitors are 
paid for showing such films during inter- 
missions. A law, of course, prohibits these 
films from being considered part of the thea- 
tre program and specifies that they cannot 
be shown in a darkened theatre. 


NEW ZEALAND 
by R. A. USMAR 


in Wellington 

The Kerridge-Odeon circuit, the largest 
group of theatres in New Zealand and, for 
that matter, in the Southern hemisphere, re- 
cently felt called upon to explain its attitude 
toward the new projection techniques in 
prominent ads in all leading daily news- 
papers. 

The ad stated that the reason why the cit 
cuit had not as yet installed any of the new 
technique was “the result of the failure of 
the producing companies so far to adopt any 
standardisation.” Mentioning the various 
new systems available, the ad continued: 
“The policy of Kerridge-Odeon Theatres 
will be to await results of the final efforts of 
the ‘back room’ boys to produce the stand 
ardised and perfect change before any vari 
ation is adopted by us in our screet 
tation.” 

The only CinemaScope installations here 


presen- 


now are those of 20th-Fox’s associate com 
pany, Amalgamated Theatres, which amount 
to about 10, with several more under way. 


AUSTRALIA 
by FRANK O'CONNELL 


in Sydney 

The New South Wales state cabinet will 
amend the Theatres and Public Halls Act te 
make the legal position of drive-ins clear. 
Premiere J. J. Cahill, announcing the de 
cision, said: “Licenses for a number of open 
air picture shows have been issued but in 
almost every case fixed seating was provided. 
The Crown Solicitor has said that drive-in 
theatres cannot be licensed under the Act 


because there is no way of deciding the 
grade or license fee payable. It is consid 
ered that action should be taken to amend 
the Act to remove any doubt as to whether 
a drive-in theatre can be legally dealt with 
under the Act.” 

Hanging on the cabinet’s decision are 


plans to establish drive-ins in three outet 
Sydney suburbs. A chartered accountant 
and a builder are the two men anxious to 
build the drive-ins. Hoyts too, it is reported, 
will enter the drive-in field, working from 
experience gained from operating its Mel- 
bourne drive-in. 


ANOTHER WONDERFUL ROMANCE FROM 
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presents 


TROUBLE IN 
THE GLEN 


Actually filmed in the Scottish Highlands 


TRUCOLOR by Consolidated 


starring 


MARGARET ORSON FORREST 


LOCKWOOD - WELLES - TUCKER 


co-starring 


VICTOR JOHN 
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Screen Play by FRANK S. NUGENT 
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ALBANY 


Hope that the annual Variety Club “De- 


nial Drive” for Camp Thatcher would be 
ended Nov 30—leaving the Big Brothet 
solicitation until later—was expressed by 
new chief barker George H. Schenck 


Special collections take place the week ot 


Nov. 24. Second annual Variety Inter-City 
championships, scheduled for Mid-City 
Arena Nov. 27, will be nationally telecast 
over ABC, in a tieup with Adirondack 
district AAU president Ben Becker, pro 
moter Ray Arcel and Phillies Cigars... . 
[he 32-year-old Troy in Troy has been 
purchased for investment purposes by a 
Glens Falls man, but the Stanley Warner 


Corporation continues to operate it on 


lease Capitol Motion Picture Supply 
Company of New York, installed Cinema 
Scope at Fabian’s Leland, Albany, and State, 


Troy. Conery’s Ravena in Ravena and Val 
l 


ley in Middleburgh are also installing it 
ATLANTA 

Due to a bad storm, the Tower drive-in, 
Gadsden, \la., was forced to close for a 
few weeks while the screen tower was re 
paired... Fred Weis, theatre owner 1n 
Savannah, Ga., has appointed John A. 
Kane, native of New York, manager ot 
the Weis theatre Mr. Cane came to Sa 
vannah from St. Louis, Mo., where he was 
manager of a theatre Cecil Cohen, is 


the new owner of the Dixie theatre, Jack- 


sonville, Fla. The former owner is Milton 
Bobrin. . . The Seat theatre, Yankville, 
N. C., has installed CinemaScope, as has 
the Centre theatre, Lexington, Miss., owned 


by Paul Myers. Annie Mae McBride 
ind Sue Hall, formerly with MGM, have 
been added to the force at Allied Artists 
Southern Exchange. . . C. M. Waterall 


has opened his new 300-car drive-in the 


atre in Grove Hill, Ala. ... E. L. Padgett 
has closed his Gulf theatre, Pensacola, 
Fla. ... Fritz Thomas, owner of the Lyric 
theatre, Huntsville, Ala., was on the At 
lanta Film Row after a sick spell in th 


hospital in Huntsville, Ala. 


BALTIMORE 


Max Windsor the 
atre and has reopened it for Negro patron 
age. . Mayer Friedman is the new man 
ager at the Rialto. He was formerly with 


Cohen has leased the 


the Windsor Harry Daniel, Boulevard 
theatre, is visiting his mother in Texas. 

Leon Back, Rome theatres, has become 
associated with a new radio station ope 


ited by the 1360 Broadcasting Corporation 
ot which he is president. Mr. and Mrs 


Jerome ( luster, Capital theatre, have re- 
turned from a Miami honeymoon. 
Stanley Baker, Hicks-Baker theatres, is 


grandfather for the first time. His daugh- 


ter, Mrs. John Recher became the mother 
of a son Lucien Mercer is the new 
assistant at the Branch drive-in, Clinton, 


Md. . 


for a Canadian trip. 


Joe Grant, Northwood theatre set 
The Waldorf the 
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atre in Waldorf, Md., is the newest to in- 
stall CinemaScope. The house is leased from 
Ike Weiner by Manny Lewis. 


BOSTON 

Gertrude Rittenberg, office manager at 
E. M. Loew theatres, and Max Finn, gen- 
eral manager of the circuit, will be married 
December 1, in Boston. It’s a daugh- 
ter for the Joe Kennedys, Key theatre, 
Meredith, N. H.... Arthur Fraser, former 
booker at Republic, has joined Al Swerd- 


love at Screen Guild as head booker and 
salesman. Herbert Schaefer has taken 
new quarters at 110 Arlington Street for 


his Buena Vista office. Burt Coughlin, 
Fine Arts theatre, Maynard, has opened his 
fine arts gallery connected with the the- 
atre. The canvasses on exhibition are by 


leading New England artists and are 
shown to patrons a half-hour before cur- 
tain time each day and evening. Bill 


Canning, head of public relations for the 
Yamins Circuit of Fall River, was the 
speaker before an evening meeting of the 
Lowell Kiwanis Club. His subject was 
“Motion Pictures from the Start’ and he 
Norman Glassman, 


was introduced by 
Lowell exhibitor and former president of 
the Kiwanis Club. “White Christmas” 


opened at the Paramount and Fenway 
theatres day and date to the best business 
in many years while at the Met “A Star 
Is Born” held up very well in its 
stanza with excellent weekend business re- 
ported. 


BUFFALO 


Council President 


second 


Elmer F. Lux and 
Mrs. Lux and RKO Pictures branch man- 
ager, Jack Chinell and Mrs. Chinell 
the greeters last Friday night at the Variety 


were 


Club “Get Together” Night in headquar- 
ters. ... Tent 7 will hold its annual nomi- 


nation meeting November 15. Elections are 
November 22. AB-Paramount’s Arthur 
Krolick and Charles B. Taylor were in New 
York this week-end, conferring with War- 
ner executives and representatives of sev- 


eral other theatre circuits on promotion 
plans for the forthcoming Warner film, 
“The Silver Chalice” Edmund Baum- 


garten, the new president of Lippert Pic- 
tures, is a Buffalonian. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob P. Baumgarten, 2325 
Niagara street. Carlos H. Frank of 
Snyder, N. Y., wrote the winning letter 


in the Paramount theatre-Evening News 
“White Christmas” fur coat contest—the 
first prize in which was a beautiful white 


beaver fur coat... . The Metropolitan Opera 


opening night telecast in the Center theatre 


last Monday night was a success, the crowd 
being near capacity. 


CINCINNATI 


“This Is Cinerama” is making local mo- 
tion picture history for length of continuous 
run at a high admission scale. It is now 
in its 20th week at the Capitol, an original 











Spotlight 


2,000 seat house, but with a present ca- 
pacity of 1,375 after remodeling to accom- 
modate the new technique. The reserved 
seat scale, for which coupons are run in 
the local dailies, is $1.20 to $2.60. The 20th 
week estimated gross is $23,000. . This 
town again has demonstrated that it is 
noted for its love of opera, its liberal at- 
tendance of the closed circuit theatre tele- 
cast of “Opening Night at the Metropolitan” 
shown at the RKO Albee, November 8... . 
“White Christmas,” which did a $25,000 
first week gross following a tremendous ad- 
vance publicity campaign, and which appears 
destined for at least a five-week stay at 
Keith’s theatre, boasts of two local person- 
alities in the cast, Vera-Ellen and Rosemary 
Clooney, the latter being a graduate of local 
Station WLW... . With the tinge of win- 
ter in the air, many local and area drive-ins 
are preparing to close for the season, while 
others are installing in-car heaters and will 
operate throughout the winter, whenever it 
is possible to continue. 


CLEVELAND 

Frank Belles was given an onyx desk set 
at the industry testimonial dinner attended 
by almost 70 exhibitors and distributors to 
mark his recent promotion as manager of 
the RKO exchange. M. B. Horwitz was 
master of ceremony and Nat Lefton, re- 
tired, and his first employer back in the 
old Standard Film days, was present. 


Danny Rosenthal, United Artists branch 
manager, salesmen Jack Share, Aaron 
Wayne, bookers George Bressler, Tony 


Reinman and cashier Britta Vierling, share 
the winnings for being in first place in the 
first six-week Benjamin sales drive. é 
Harry Weiss resigned as Paramount pub- 
licity representative and is succeeded by 
Leonard Gray, formerly with the Wolfberg 
circuit in Denver. “White Christmas” 
had a_ sensational weekend opening at 
Loew’s Stillman and is holding strong, an- 
ticipating an extended run ._ i, otar Is 
Born” is holding well in its fourth week 
at the Allen. Leroy Kendis, Marshall 
Fine, James Kalafat and Joe Rembrandt 
attended the TOA convention from Cleve- 
land. ... RKO held a kiddy trade screening 
of “Hansel and Gretel” Saturday morning 
at the Colony theatre to get a kiddy audience 
reaction. ; 


COLUMBUS 

Leo Yassenoff, Academy Theatres, has 
been elected executive vice-president and 
first vice-president of the Columbus Boys’ 
Club. Floyd E. president of the 
Gooding Amusement Co., was named pres- 
ident of the club. . . . The Ohio censor board 
is installing CinemaScope in its screening 
room in the State Office Building. edie 
City Parking Superintendent James N. 
Dixon said that the city’s second parking 
garage will be located on the southeast 
corner of Town and Third Streets, near the 
downtown theatre district. . . . Heralded by 


Gor ding, 


(Continued on page 40) 
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1200-line ads in local newspapers, the 
“Nine O’Clock Theatre” series of 13 ma- 
jor films began on WTVN television for 
a 13-week run on Tuesday nights. First 
film was “Magic Town” with James Stewart 
and Jane Wyman. This is the first time a 
film series has been shown regularly on 
television in the middle of the evening. ... 
Holdovers were the rule rather than the 
exception with a third week of “A Star Is 
Born” at the RKO Palace, a second week 
of “White Christmas” at Loew’s Ohio, a 
week for “Weekend With Gene- 
at the World and a second week at 
‘Times Gone By.” 


second 
vieve”’ 
he Bexley art theatre for * 


DENVER 


John Denman, manager of the Denver, 
has been elected chief barker for Variety 
Tent 37. Others in the crew are James 
Ricketts, first assistant chief barker; Robert 
Lotito, second assistant chief barker; Mel 
Glatz, dough guy; Bruce Marshall, prop- 
erty master; Robert Sweeten, deputy prop- 


erty master. Others who complete the crew 
ire Marvin Goldfarb, M. R. Austin, Duke 
Dunbar, Jack Felix, Jack Wodell. The club 
hopes to have new quarters set up by the 
rst of the year. Paul Lyday, public 
relations man for Fox Intermountain The- 


atres in Denver, originator of the patron 
I] films, went to New York to attend 


eeting, hoping to set up the movement 

itionally. Marylee King, long time at 

Atlas Theatres, back on film row as booker 
it Beuna Vista. Atlas Theatres will 
down Unique, Gunnison, Col., replac- 

ing it with a larger house. Formerly seating 
400, the new theatre will accommodate 
600 George Armstrong is opening the 


drive-in, Shiprock, N. M., 


built on Indian-owned 


300-car Chief 


rst drive-in to be 


DES MOINES 


Union projectionists at Clinton have voted 
unanimously in favor of a strike against the 
Central States Theatre Corp. there. The 
vote result will be reported in New York, 
and union representatives will meet again 
with Central States officials before any ac- 
tion is taken, it was reported. If a strike 
is called, it would be against the Capitol 
nd Rialto theatres in Clinton and theatres 
in Fulton and Morrison, Ill. The union 
turned down a five-cent wage boost which 
would bring hourly pay from $1.92 to $1.97 
with no prospect of a further rise for thre« 
Mrs. Paul W. Swanson of 
Maxwell has taken over operation of the 
State theatre in Maxwell and the Comet in 
Collins following the unexpected death of 
The theatre at Plainfield 
has been reopened and will show pictures 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights. CinemaScope installa- 
made at three more theatres 
in the state. They are the Manchester at 
Manchester, managed by Wayne Dutton; 
the Wayne at Corydon, managed by Frank 
Smith: and the Watts at Osage, managed 


by Jim Watts 


DETROIT 


Quick reaction to the good showing the 
Robert Benchley short made on TV is seen 


years, 


ner husb ind 


has been 


tion 


as the Coronet schedules “An Evening 
\lone”. Otto Preminger was in town 
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ahead of the “Carmen Jones” opening. He 
lunched with the press and displayed the 
music for local record spinners at a cock- 
tail party later. Host and hostess were Sol 
Gordon of 20th-Fox and Jean Kennedy of 
the Fox theatre. U-I salesman Ted 
Levy is recovering from a slipped disk. . . . 
Harold Kortes of the Kortes string is also 
convalescing. George Fletscher has 
taken the West End from A&W theatres. 

The Old Bagley theatre, former Sol 
Korman house, will be operated under the 
name of the Alamo. This will be the third 
Mexican film outlet within a mile area. 
Frank and Herbert Strong who operate the 
Azteca will boss the Alamo. Sol Krim 
has bought the Piccadilly on Detroit’s north 
side. Will first run and art 
theatre. 


HARTFORD 

Sal Adorno, Sr., general manager of the 
M&D theatres, Middletown, a veteran of 
half a century in show business, was hon- 
ored by Forest City Knights of Columbus 
when a class of 30 candidates was accepted 
into Forest City Council. Mr. Adorno was 
cited for rising from immigrant to one ot 
Middletown’s leading citizens and father of 
State Treasurer, Joseph A. Adorno, The 
M&D interests control three downtown 
Middletown theatre properties, the Palace, 
Middlesex and Capitol. ... The East Hart- 
ford drive-in, South Windsor, has dropped 
Monday through Thursday performances for 
remainder of the season. The location is 
initial metropolitan Hartford drive-in to 
adopt part-time policy so far this fall... 


operate as a 


Phil Allare, formerly manager of the in- 
dependent Palace, Torrington, has _ been 
named assistant manager of the Stanley- 
Warner Strand, Hartford. ; Henry 
Brunig, office manager of the U.A. New 


Haven exchange, and Mrs. Brunig are par- 
ents of a third son, named Christoper. 
James Darby, manager of the Paramount 
theatre, New Haven, has resumed duties 
on a full-time schedule, following recupera- 
tion from leg injury. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Van Johnson was designated guest star 

for the world premiere of “The Last Time 
I Saw Paris” at Loew’s here Thursday. It 
was to be the main theatrical event of 
Downtown Indianapolis Days, sponsored by 
the Merchants’ Association. Alfred 
McCarty closed the Roxy at Pendleton, 
November 6. It will be converted. . . . Abe 
Gelman, former Columbia branch manager, 
has been named Buena Vista sales repre- 
sentative here. George Condon has 
joined the sales force at 20th-Fox. 
Sam Oshry, branch manager, will have an 
open house at the remodeled U-I exchange 
Monday, November 15. Ray Thomas, 
U-I salesman, is on the sick list. . ... Para- 
mount and 20th-Fox have booked their 
Christmas parties at the new Variety Club, 
which is expected to open about December 1. 
Volunteer members are decorating it on 
weekends. 


JACKSONVILLE 


B. B. Garner of Lakeland, president of 
the Talgar Theatre Co., conferred here with 
his head booker Glenn Gryder and James 
Frew of Atlanta, U-I divisional manager. 
. .. The Palace theatre was booked to enter 
the first run CinemaScope fold with the 








showing of “Adventures of Hajji Baba.” 
The first 3-D films in North Florida ap- 
peared at the Palace, and it had been the 
only local first run house without Cinema- 
Scope. ... Malcolm A. Baugh, head shipper 
at 20th-Fox, has been slated for the 1955 
presidency of Local B-67, [ATSE film ex- 
change employees. Bob Harris, con- 
fection sales manager of Florida State 
theatres, announced that Harry Margo- 
lesky, manager of the Gables theatre, Coral 
Gables, was the circuit’s grand prize winner 
in a drive to increase candy and popcorn 
sales... . New Yorker Roy Benjamin, Jr., 
was the guest here of Roy Benjamin, Sr., 
and Arv Rothschild, NTE executives... °. 
Charles Tracy came in from Lakeland... . 
E, D. Martin of Columbus, Ga., new TOA 
president, was scheduled as one of the main 
speakers at the Motion Picture Exhibitors 
of Florida annual convention here Novem- 
ber 21-23. 


KANSAS CITY 


School pupils had two days of holiday 
because of a state teachers’ meeting—and 
many neighborhood theatres put on special 
programs for these days, mornings or after- 
noons, with generally good attendance. . . 
First run business has been about normal 
for the season—and rather above the level 
of a year ago. Three first run attractions 
are in their third week, one in its fourth. 
Eight drive-ins are still operating in the 
Greater Kansas City area; some of them on 
weekends only. Weather was mild for Satur- 
day and Sunday, November 6 and 7... . In 
the art theatres, the Glen is showing “High 
and Dry,” the Vogue “The Earrings of 
Madame De ———,” and the Kimo “Man 
With a Million” third week). 


LOS ANGELES 


The officers and dance committee of the 

film Row Club met at the Variety Club 
headquarters to draft final plans for their 
Christmas Party to be held at the Holly- 
wood Athletic Club, December 18... . J. D. 
Poynter, who has a theatre buying and 
booking service here, was in Chicago for 
the TOA convention. . Natalie Myers is 
the new biller at Warners, replacing Yvonne 
Hull, resigned. . . . Off to San Bernardino 
was George Tripp, Warner salesman. 
A triple damage anti-monopoly suit was filed 
in Federal Court here by Burton Jones of 
the Capri theatre in San Diego. Defendants 
were many of the major distributors, Fox 
West Coast theatres and the owners of 
the Spreckles theatre, as well as several 
John Doe Corporations. Damages asked 
were $60,000 and the right to amend the 
claim for more accurate damage to be estab- 
lished before the suit comes to trial. Also 
requested was injunctive relief to restrain 
the defendants from further unlawful prac- 
tices and conduct. The Capri was formerly 
the Egyptian theatre when it was operated 
by FWC theatres, and under the terms of 
the consent decree, the circuit was forced 
to divest itself of this house. Jones took 
ownership of the theatre March 1, 1954, and 
spent $100,000 remodelling it. 


MEMPHIS 
“White Christmas,” did three times aver- 
age business the first week at the Malco. 
. . » Lease of Ritz theatre by David Flexer, 
owner, to Jack Katz, veteran theatre man, 
(Continued on page 42) 
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GEORGES MARCHAL in “THEODORA, SLAVE EMPRESS” «+ Starring GIANNA MARIA ‘/ _ 
CANALE as THEODORA «+ With RENATO BALDINI + IRENE PAPAS + CARLETTO SPOSITO Nh? Photographed by RODOLFO LOMBARDI + PATHECOLOR + A LUX Film « An LF.E. Release. 


and with HENRY GUISOL and ROGER PIGAUT » Directed by RICCARDO FREDA + 
























































i ONLY 1.F.E. HAS e e e The first great opera color film 


ONLY I.F.E. HAS... GINA LOLLOBRIGIDA in 
“BREAD, LOVE AND DREAMS” (also coming in her first —S. HUROK’S “AIDA”’. It’s now in its long run premiere 
English Language starring role—“WAYWARD WIFE”) engagement at the Little Carnegie, New York City. 


Representative. - Home Office...1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 


Contact your nearest I. F.E. Releasing Corp. 











(Continued from page 40) 
will result in fewer art and foreign films 
being shown at Ritz. Mr. Katz will con- 
tinue with some art films but also plans to 
use many American films. Joe Simon, 
Ritz manager, transfers to Flexer Theatres, 
Inc., which operates theatres and drive-ins 
in the Memphis trade territory... . 4 Arthur 
Groom, manager of Loew’s State, is vaca- 
tioning in Mississippi. . Paul S. Wilson, 


20th-Fox assistant division manager, At- 
lanta, was a Memphis visitor. . . . Ed 
Doherty and Grover Wray, Exhibitors Serv- 
ices, made a business trip into Arkansas. 


Memphis trade territory drive-ins are 
mostly going into a weekend only operation 
because of the cool weather. 


MIAMI 


Wometco forges ahead with the construc 
tion of the Davie Road drive-in, a 700-car 
theatre in Ft. Lauderdale with a tentative 
opening date of January 15. Harvey Fleisch 
man promises it will be “the finest in the 
south”, . . . Harry Botwick and Al Weiss 
were in West Palm Beach recently for a 
one-day conference with six of the out-of 
town managers of the Florida State cir- 
cuit. Wometco’s Sonny Shepherd was 
guide to Tony Morris of British-Path« 
when the English visitor toured the the 
atres of the area recently. Local citi- 
zens are perturbed at the unexpected a1 
nouncement of the closing November 9, of 
the 2,200-seat Olympia, the area’s only 
vaudeville house. Harry Botwick, district 
supervisor for the Florida State Theatres 
explained, “. . . it is no longer economically 
feasible to operate gg 


MILWAUKEE 


Angelo Provinzano, Alamo theatre here, 
will be in Miami, Florida, November 7 
through November 12, attending the Civil 
Service conference of the United States and 
Canada. Mr. Provinzano will represent Mil- 
waukee County at the conference... . J Adam 
Schn-ider, 69, a projectionist at the Warner 
theatre here, died unexpectedly while hunt- 
ing at Northville, S.D., the past weekend 
He had been a projectionist at the Warner 
since it opened in 1931. Rosemary 
Coralline, Louis Orlove’s secretary, left 
MGM exchange here to raise her family. 
. . . Milwaukee’s second VHF television 
channel, Channel 12, is telecasting. Up to the 
present time WTMJ-TV, Channel 4, was the 
only VHF telecasting here. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


William Danelz, operator of the Border 
at Elmore, Minn., celebrated his tenth an- 
niversary in show business by holding an 
open house and scheduling two free show- 
ings of “Kentucky.” . . . Joe Podoloff, oper- 
ator of the neighborhood Vogue, has been 
issued an order by the city building in- 
spector to move back part of the theatre’s 
box office which encroaches about four feet 
onto the sidewalk. Ione Toftar is the 
new stenographer at Universal. Ivan 
Fuldauer, MGM midwest press representa- 
tive, was in for “Athena” and “The Last 
Time I Saw Paris.” .. .Roger Dietz, Colum 
bia booker, vacationed at home. . Allied 
Artists will have its first picture in. Radio 
City, Minneapolis, and the Paramount, St. 
Paul, when “Tonight’s the Night” opens at 
both houses December 9. . . . A testimonial 

il given for W. H. (Bob) 


dinnet will he 


42 








Workman, branch manager of MGM, No- 
vember 22 at the Nicollet Hotel. Mr. Work- 
man is retiring the end of the year. 


OMAHA 


The Skyview drive-in, new 1,100-seat out-, 
door theatre opened late in the summer by 
Ralph Blank and William Miskell, has in- 
stalled in-car heaters, the first in the area} 
with the equipment, and response to date. 
has been good. . . . Opal Woodson, United 4) 

Artists booker, now is office manager. The ‘PORTLAND 
veteran of about two decades celebrated by 
coming down with the flu. The RKO 
screening of “Hansel and Gretel” drew an 
appreciative crowd of adults and young 
guests to the neighborhood Dundee theatre. 


~ing a full year’s run in the Warner, will 
reach that goal December 8. . . . “Desiree” 
goes into the Fulton November 17, replac- 
ing the previously scheduled “Carmen Jones” 
in that house. RKO trade screened 
“Hansel and Gretel” in the neighborhood 
Schenley theatre... . “Black Widow” has 
been pencilled into the J. P. Harris. 

‘Ralph “Pop” Pew has been transferred by 
Stanley-Warner from the Aresenal in Pitts- 
burgh to the Columbia in Brookville. 





First run grosses have been down here 
‘or the past month but should start to perk 
with strong product lined up by the down- 
town houses. M. M. Mesher, president of 
_. . Bill Barker, owner of the Co-Op Thea- the Portland Paramount theatre spending 
tre Service, has had his early-season bowling 4 vacation in the south. . Tom Walsh, 
pace slowed down by a cold. ... Mrs. Mary Copeve aseieem to Mrs. J. J. Parker, = 
Francis, 71, died after a rather brief illness. Chicago for the TOA meet, also Art Adam- 
She was the mother of Sol Francis, Allied $0", independent circuit owner. . Ever- 
Artists branch manager, and Sophie Vol- green’s Oriental theatre has gone off the 
kert, Omaha Film Depot inspector....N.R. _ fitst run policy and takes on a suburban 
Nothen opened with CinemaScope at his ‘4 deal. This leaves Evergreen with _— 
theatre in Remsen, Ta., last week... . United first run spots. Robert M. Warner is doing 
Artists manager Don McLucas was visited @_ fine job of reorganizing the ABC Vending 
by Jim Velde, division manager, New York, Corp., northwest division, here. . . Para- 
ind Mike Lee, district manager, St. Louis, ™ount field man Walter Hoffman and Para- 

A_ A. Renfro, head of Theatre Booking mount theater manager Dick Newton have 
Service, returned from Hugoton, Kans., to 2 Smash promotion campaign for ‘White 
ittend funeral services for his father. Xmas.” . , . Frank Breall’s Century theatre 

goes to a triple feature policy. Over half 


the neighborhood houses and drive-ins have 
PHILADELPHIA CinemaScope. 
Harry Gantz, who held a key position 
with the old Stanley Company of America PROVIDENCE 
“eet . a | — Pg 7, sa ronal Despite offers of management to meet and 
of the pov Pliner. Idonuiioat ibentre eeeie aye. Gnd. eaeae of settling the 
has ; I valedieese <tlan- 0a ow strike of motion _ picture operators, the 
eer “Bod Fresk. Satie ‘it ia — Strand, in nearby Pawtucket, is going into 
rie ge ; a fourth week of inactivity. The house, 
vealed that the A. M. Ellis Theatres paid Lilith mnian ecdineteuiell re lif. 
$115,000 for the 1200-seat house. Included Which has never experienced any labor di 
ficulties in the past, is apparently stalemated. 
Harold Lancaster, manager, glumly reports 


in the theatre building are four stores, six 

apartments and two parking lots. ack ° . 
ipart und two parking lot Jack that no signs of an early settlement are in 
Seltzer, owner of the Palmyra, Lebanon, The Aven Coseme had the. Gest 


: ; view. 
’a., was a membe > finance - : ‘ 
Pa., was a member of the finance committee — Rhode Island showing of Paul Douglas in 
for the Lebanon County Republican cam- «prion and Drv.” Torrential fall rain- 


paign. ... Ward B. Kreag, city manager eoeene 
J ae . pm e - storms 
for the Fabian Theatres in Allentown, Pa., as a 
reported that the sum of $660 was collected ; 


caused almost a complete blackout 
nearby drive-in theatres recently. 
Anticipating good pre-Hallowe’en business, 


2 > ocz he res core: lar ; ° ° . . 
~ oy local theatres for Korean Wat the open-airers suffered a disappointing 
veer. : - . 
: bss . set-back as the night before turned into a 
Reading City Treasurer John L. Hoch = 


complete “wash-out.” Practically all 
first-run houses kept patrons periodically in- 
formed as returns on the senatorial, guber- 
natorial and city elections were received. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Local F 17 (front office exchange em- 
ployees) has applied to the Labor Relations 
Board for permission to withdraw from 
IATSE in order to associate itself with the 
Office Workers International Union. A 
hearing will be granted within the next 30 
days. The Office Workers International now 
controls all studio and exchange office work- 

(Contined on page 44) 


reports that admissions tax receipts in the 
first nine months of 1954 in Reading, Pa., 
were $99,975, a considerable drop from the 
nine-month mark for 1953, although a gain 
had been predicted for this year... . Mrs. 
John Koczak, owner of the Earle, New 
Castle, Del., undergoing treatment for bur- 
sitis at the Delaware Hospital in Wilming- 
ton, Del. .. . Theatres in Reading, Pa., are 
getting the benefit of a new downwards re- 
vision of real estate assessments by the 
county tax board, from 50 per cent of mar- 
ket value to 35 per cent, effective in tax 
bills for 1955. 


PITTSBURGH 


Spyros Skouras, Jr., Salah Hassanein, 
chief booker for United Artists Theatres and 
Nicholas Matsoukas, the circuit’s advertising 
director, here for a day to look over their 
latest property, the Penn theatre, which 
they recently acquired from Loew’s. Mean- 
while, Frank Arena continues as the Penn 
manager on lend-lease from Loew’s until 
his successor arrives. . Cinerama, near- 





DEAL DIRECT AND SAVE 


Quality Theatre Equipment 


1 st 
Inst: Merican . icles 





1717 Wyandotte St., Kansas City 8, Mo 
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THINK OF THE 





If you could help save a life by 

















working one hour, you'd ao it, 





wouldn’t you? That’s what you, and 
all other Industry Employees are 
asked to do in the Annual Christmas 
Salute—to give at least one hour’s 
pay each year to your 

Will Rogers Memorial Hospital. 


By doing this you help provide a 
haven of healing; of TB care and 
Research, for your friends, for your 
family, and for yourself. 


Give to the Christmas Salute—NOW! 






Something to be Grateful 


At this Thanksgiving Season, let us be 

grateful that there IS a Will Rogers Hos- 

pital — that WE own it — where we can 

conduct TB Research, and where we can 

heal tuberculosis at NO CHARGE TO Located at Saranac Lake, N. Y., your Will Rogers 

PATIENTS Memorial Hospital has maintained an average 
rate of TB healing of 90%-plus of all its cases. 
More than twelve hundred cures have been 
attained. It’s Insurance for you — and Assurance 
for all in the 


AMUSEMENT INDUSTRY 


Yoni.NNILL ROGERS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL“ 


NATIONAL OFFICE: 1501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 





Will Rogers Hospital gratefully acknowledges contribution of ad production by Universal Pictures Company, Inc., and of space by this publisher 


ST. L 





jrom pa 42) 
Los At geles area. ... The street 
ned by three deaths—Mrs. Anna 
ther of Sam Gardiner, man 
GM Los Angeles, October 31; 
Hazard, Sr., father of Robert Haz 
office manager, United Artists exchange 
troit, October 24; and Laurence Borg, 
owner who died here following hos- 


on, November 1... . New publicist 


he Golden Gate theatre is Joseph A. 


ctoria, also new to the industry. ... 


} 


Ss become 


e Rivas, booker’s stenographer at Allied 


engaged to an Army 


... Martha Symons, inspectress for the 
10 ye at Warners, retired last week. 
fice gave her a buffet luncheon and a 


IS 


R Mo., was 


co. Le adwood, 


etely destri yed by fire October 30... . 
Crt { drive-in, Quincy, Ill.. was 
] close earlie1 than had been 
s season when the weather 

Iden bad turn. . Thieves broke 

5 1 gained entrance to the War- 
between Carbondale, IIL, and 

o, Ill., but a checkup indicated 

got nothing of valu \ new mal 
s been installed at the Rialto thea 

St. Joseph, Mo., and other improve- 
the front of the theatre have been 

The drive-in theatre at 

tur, Ill., this season has provided an 


train ride and free 
round for the kiddies. . The Rose- 
theatre, Flat River, Mo., has installed 


Lin 1iscope screen. 


erry-g0-round, 


TORONTO 


Three films produced by the National 
Film Board of Canada won three awards of 
merit at the Edinburgh Festival. Rev. 
Ray McCleary, Protestant Chaplain, of 
Toronto Variety Tent No. 28, was decorated 
with the Silver Keystone Award of the 
Boys’ Clubs of Canada in recognition of his 
long and valued service to the community 
and especially for his direction of the Wood- 
green Centre, Toronto. ... The IODE hon- 
ored A. W. Shackleford, president of Ma- 
jestic Theatres, Ltd., with a presentation in 
recognition of his bringing British pictures 
to his theatres. The presentation of a pic- 
ture of Queen Elizabeth was made at the 
Capitol, one of the Majestic organization 
... Julian Roffman is directing a one-reele: 
for major distribution on Marilyn Bell, the 
16-year-old who swam Lake Ontario. Roff- 
man and Ralph Foster, both members of 
Communications of Canada, formed Meri- 
dian Productions, to make the picture. 


VANCOUVER 


Doug Rosen, Canadian general manager 
of International Films, and R. Auerbach, 
IFD, were local visitors 

staff on the take-over 
of Allied Artists product, formerly released 
by JARO . Joe Liberman, of the B & F 
circuit, operators of 16 theatres in the Mari- 
times & Maine, was holidaying with his 
wife on the Pacific Coast... . Bruce Hutchi- 
the Victoria “Times,” 
appointed a member of the National Film 
Board. Clyde Gilmour, former film 
critic with the Vancouver “Sun,” has left 


\ ice-presid nt of 


briefing their local 


son, editor of 


was 


PAQAIANGOE ...A PRICELESS ASSET 
OF ALTEC STEREOPHONIC SERVICE! .. 


The finest service experience 

in stereophonic sound is yours 
when you sign an Altec contract. 
Experience bought and paid for 

in countless hours of pioneering 
effort and research...experience 
in supervising critical CinemaScope 
ndustry showings and first run 
premieres, experience with 

an unceasing flow of stereophonic 
installation and service orders, 
experience implemented by 
Altec-devised precision tools. 


YOUR experience with an 
Altec stereophonic service contract 
will prove pleasant and profitable! 


161 Sixth Avenue 
New York 13, N.Y. 


nv 
* 


‘T 
. AGREEMES 
SERVICE Ant P Ants AG sae Se Y 
ALTE ne to eee a 










ALTEC 


SERVICE CORPORATION 


SPECIALISTS IN MOTION PICTURE SOUND 








for Toronto and will 


with his family join 
the staff of CBC. ... The Avon theatre on 
Vancouver's east side, dark for the past six 
months, reopened with the legitimate offe: 
ing, Miriam Hopkins in “Time of the 
Cuckoo.” FPTMA held its 9th annual 
industry ball at the Commodore Supper Club 
Oct. 31 with net proceeds in aid of Van- 
couver Boys Clubs. .. . The new CBC press 
and information representative for the 
Pacific Coast region is Gordon Jessup, for 
merly a Vancouver newspaperman, who suc- 


ceeds Gilmour Clark, now taking a law 
course at UBC. 

Robert Smeltzer, Warner district man 
ager, attended home office meetings in New 


York. ... The Variety Club Entertainment 
Committee has scheduled dances Novembe: 
13, November 27, December 11 and New 


Year’s Eve. Sam Galanty, Columbia 
mideast Division Manager, returned from 
meetings in Cleveland... . 4 Al Pratt, Stanley 
Warner sound department, returned from a 
hunting trip in Canada. Earl Taylor, 
long time Film Row man, has returned from 
a stay at Will Rogers Memorial Hospital. 


; . George Payette, manager of the Mary 
land theatre, Hagerstown, is back on the 
iob after several weeks’ illness. ; Lou 
Ribnitzki, film buyer for Stanley Warner 


Theatres won second prize in the company’s 
national buyer-bookers contest. In addition 
to Ribnitzki’s prize, office booker ¥. W. 
Root and the girls in the office received a 
half-week’s pay. 


Atlantic City Houses 
Seek Assessment Cut 

ATLANTIC CITY: Television, and too 
many theatre seats without enough cus- 
tomers to fill them, have taken the profits 
out of the film business in Atlantic City, 
N. J., the Stanley Company of America 
claimed in seeking cuts in the assessments 
on the Stanley and Warner theatres here 
At an appeal hearing before the County 
Board of Taxation, the company asked that 
the on the Stanley theatre 
building, including six stores, on the Board- 
walk, be cut from the present $148,000 to 
$92,250. On the Warner theatre building, 
on the walk, the company asked a reduction 
to one-third of the 
from $240,000 to $80,000. 


appeal on the valuation of the land. 


assessments 


present assessment- 


There was no 


Name Manean Bialek Head 
Of Connecticut Allied 


HARTFORD: Norman Bialek, of the 
Sampson-Spodick-Bialek Theatres, has been 
elected president of Allied Theatre Owners 
of Connecticut, succeeding Dr. Jack Fish- 
man, of Fishman Theatres, who has become 
a director. Named _ vice-presidents 
Maurice W. Shulman, Shulman Theatres; 
Seymour Levine, Bowl drive-in, West Hav- 
en; Michael Alperin, Hartford Theatres 
Circuit, and Jack Post, Fishman Theatres. 
New secretary is Maxwell Alderman; treas- 
urer, Joseph Shulman, Shulman Theatres; 
directors, the new officers, plus Dr. Fishman 
and Maurice Bailey, Bailey Theatres; Rob- 
ert Elliano, Colonial, Walnut Beach, and 
Barney Tarantul, Burnside Theatres Corp. 


were 
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An International Association of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 





Independent Production Coming From All Directions 


\NAGERS of theatres, film buyers 
and bookers, can be sure that next 
year will bring plenty of pictures 


from independent producers, with the an- 
nouncement that Columbia will provide ten 
million dollars in financing, plus all the other 
news that promises relief from the product 
shortage. Perhaps Mr. Makelim won’t have 
a finished film in his first year of activity, 
but he certainly started a trend. 

United Artists is enjoying the best year 
it has had—and a full schedule of independ- 
ent productions—even more than they can 
handle. So, RKO may shortly change to a 
similar policy, and others will be expected 
to follow. There’s no lack of money to 
make new pictures, nor of proper releasing 
organizations to function. 

Any exhibitor group with the substance of 
Allied or TOA can provide financing, if 
they will join with a coalition of bankers 
to put up the funds. It isn’t hard to raise 
that kind of money, if you have both “earn- 
est” money and sincere desire. Time was 
when there was even more of it than today 
for at least one major banking house in 
this neighborhood has switched from the 
movies to television, because of the faster 
turnover, smaller unit cost and greater ag- 
gregate sums involved. They can make 
money on film deals, and it is logical that 
ten banks might share a $10,000,000 fund. 

Roy Rogers has announced that he will 
make two new films this year, but it should 
be twelve, because he is a good risk, finan- 
cially, and he can have his choice of several 
new distribution outlets. The small exhibi- 
tor wants more Roy Rogers films—and as 
one correspondent says, more down-to-earth, 
all-American pictures with lots of laughter, 
no murder, no swords, no sex situations that 
drive away the family trade. This should be 
the cue for the new independents to follow, 
for it fills the aching void. 

Even MGM will have an independent re- 
lease next year— the first since “Gone With 
the Wind’—and it is amusing and flattering 
to hear at least three of the newer film 
sources saying that they consider themselves 
“the beginning of another MGM.” That’s 





BONUS FOR WINNERS 

Dan Krendel, in his newest "Ballyhoo" 
bulletin from Famous Players-Canadian's 
Ontario ''B" district, announces that in his 
latest drive for better showmanship, in ad- 
dition to the prizes and cash awards to the 
winners on points, there will be a further, 
and substantial cash bonus to those of his 
busy "B's" who capture the Quigley Award. 
This is as it should be—and as it always has 
been, for Quigley Award winners are many 
times rewarded. 

Spyros Skouras, Jr., president of Skouras 
Theatres in New York, established a nice 
precedent when he gave $25 savings bonds 
to all of his managers who were listed as 
contenders and/or citations winners in re- 
cent quarterly judgings. Other circuits 
have done as much; and in some areas, 
holding the Quigley Award is equal to pro- 
motion and greater compensation for bet. 
ter showmanship. In all the years of the 
Quigley Awards competition, there have 
only been a few who have dropped out of 
the running. 

We admire the circuit brand of show- 
manship drive, and what it means in sus- 
tained effort at the point of sale.. There 
is no doubt but that the public at the local 
level realize that movies are the best enter- 
tainment when drives are on—for promo- 
tions, for publicity and for public Bevo 
The energy stimulates a greater potential 
audience, and keeps up the grosses, even 
in the face of new competition. We've 
always believed that the response at the 
box office is as great as the drive for busi- 
ness. You can only coast down-hill, and to 
a subsequent end. 





the right spirit, and it can take them a long 
way on the road to substantial success. 
It looks as though Leo the Lion would have a 
lot of cubs, in the not-too-far-distant future. 
And we know by their policy and personnel 
that several of these new groups are really 
born to be lions, as are all the lion’s cubs. 


MANAGERS' ROUND TABLE SECTION, NOVEMBER 13, 1954 


q ELMER RHODEN, long time friend 
of the Round Table and enthusiastic sup 
porter of the Quigley Awards competition 
for his boys are frequent contenders and 
winners—steps up as president of National 
Theatres to succeed the late Charles P 
Skouras, and this may take him from Kan 
sas City to California, which will be neare: 
to his Starlane Ranch. Mr. 
been an inspiring speaker at the Quigley 
Awards annual judging in the past, and we 


Rhoden has 


feel that all of his boys are now and will be 
members of this association of motion pic 
ture showmen—the largest group of work 


ing theatre managers in the world 
SF 
@ YOUR FLORIST is a member of a 
strong, national organization—the Florists’ 
lelegraph Delivery, and Mr. Williams, who 
is the flower man in our neighborhood has 
shown us a copy of the directory, published 
monthly, to list thousands of flower dealers 
in the 48 states. It emphasizes the amount 
of cooperation that film industry can obtain 
from florists, both locally and nationally. 
WM 
@ POSTSCRIPT from 
Arthur Manson writes his 


Pittsburgh 
report of the 


-Cinerama “thank you” dinner which was 


tendered to the managers in the Pittsburgh 
area who have cooperated and contributed to 
the promotion of Cinerama theatre parties 

one of the big factors in holding this attrac 
tion through a full Lou 
manager of the Memorial theatré 
port, Pa., $50 bond in th 
Drive for business to 
Cinerama from his town; and Bill Decker, 
manager of the Butler theatre, Butler, Pa 
who says he is the same Bill Decker we 
found to be a Round Table member sinc: 
1930, won a $25 bond in second place. They 
are bringing in patrons from as far away as 
Cleveland, Ohio, and it is this pe 
gives Cinerama the word-of-mouth 
tising that makes it great. Folks will talk 
about a trip of several hundred miles to se 
a picture—and worth 
effort, in their estimation —Walfer 


Fordhan 
McKee 


Silver 


year. 


won a 


bringing the most 


1 | 
icy that 


idve1 


the time, money and 


Brooks 
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Eight abreast—it says here—in this caption from Don Haley, manager of the 
Paramount theatre, Los Angeles, who paraded eight girls in formation to spell 
out “Suddenly,” and for the benefit of rear viewers—who are legion—to remind 
them of Frank Sinatra, whose picture was pinned to their sterns. 





Peggy Ann Garner, in person, selling 
tickets to early patrons for the premiere 


=O G8 GRu showing of "Black Widow" at the Roxy 

F 5 theatre in New York—you had to be 

, BE BE. there early to find Peggy in the box- 

ee — office—she was working the before- 


breakfast shift. 


GIRLS “thar is 
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN 
BEAU BRUMMELL ? 


SOON YOU CAN CAST YOOR VOTE FOR THE 
CAMPUS MALE YOO THO To BE MOST 


= 









a 
% 





THE 
The Winner Will Receive 





They Turn Around= 
"Beau Brummell" promotion in the 
To Look At Ballyhoo oe cesar 


were on hand to pick their own “Beau 
Brummell" on the college campus. 





Barefoot Beauties in Chicago for the opening of "The 
Barefoot Contessa" at the United Artists theatre. Search for 
the gonest gams constituted a contest; and at left, a palm 
reader, at the same theatre, tells the happy fortunes of 
potential pairons. 
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Gow in - hil 


Famous Players-Canadian’s one-sheet for 


their “Famous Fall Film Festival” is a swell 
color job, original in theme and style, from 
a group of original showmen. 


Manager Birk Binnard of the Warner 
theatre in Reading, Pa., bannered each side 
of a trailer truck with a 24-sheet for “A 
Star Is Born.” 


v 
Dick Williams sold the backs of 1,000 
heralds to defray cost in exploiting “The 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe” at the 
Avalon, Easton, Pa., in a tie-in with a 
local store, and milk shakes were given away 
on lucky numbers. 


Foster Liederbach, manager of the Ken- 
tucky theatre, Lexington, Ky., borrowed pic- 
tures from the local police department and 
displayed them under the caption “This is 
Your Local Police Force in Action” to ad- 
vertise “Dragnet.” 

v 

John G, Corbett, city manager for Schine 
Theatres in Gloversville, N. Y., sends clip- 
pings to show his success in planting stories 
on motion pictures which he gets from 
COMPO special releases. 


v 
Len Gouin, manager of the Capitol thea- 
tre, Peterboro, Ont., had 14 advertisers on 
a newspaper cooperative page tying in with 
his “From Here to Eternity” exploitation, 
under the heading, “Values That Can’t Be 
Beat ‘From Here to Etermity.’” 


v 
Archie Cayaffa, manager of the Stitburban 
theatre, Binghamton, N. Y., gained free pub- 
licity and a photo of his lobby display for 
“Three Coins in the Fountain” in the local 
newspaper. All coins tossed in the fountain 
went to the Kiwanis charity fund. 


During the diowtia te “Gorilla at Large,” 
manager Robert F. Beard of the Edwards 
theatre, Azusa, Calif., displayed a live caged 
monkey in his lobby—and peanut and pop- 
corn sales soared! 


sf 
Ed Rosenfeld, manager of the Trans Lux 
60th Street theatre in New York, honored 
by a visit from Leslie Parkyn, producer of 
“The Little Kidnappers,” now in its 11th 
week at his theatre. 
v 
Murray Spector’s promotion of 10,000 
gifts in his back-to-school tie-in with 20 
stores seems to set some sort of a record. 
Murray manages the Plaza theatre in Engle- 
wood, N. J. 
v 
Manager John V. Ward of the Seneca 
theatre, Niagara Falls, Ontario, distributed 
cards with samples of genuine “Rob Roy” 
tartan attached to restaurants and had a 
bagpiper at the box office evenings and in 
the aisles during intermission. 


Eugene Pleshette, managing director of 
the Brooklyn Paramount theatre, is shown 
being presented with the Anglo-Jewish 
Publications’ 1954 Interfaith Award, by Dr. 
Eugene Lang, chairman of the committee. 
Dr. Lang is publisher of the Long Island 
and the Westchester "Jewish Press." Our 
Round Table member received the honor 
as the outstanding man of the year in 
brotherhood activities, and it marks the 
culmination of a career of humane services, 
both through his theatre and on his own. 
No local charity has ever failed to find 
him a willing and enthusiastic aid. Last 
year's winner of the Interfaith Award was 


Dr. Ralph Bunche. 


A. J. Benya, manager of the Magnolia 
theatre and the Union Drive-In, New AI- 
bany, Miss., used life-size cut-outs and street 
ballyhoo to good advantage on recent pic- 
tures. He also distributed heralds with col- 
oring contest for “Ring of Fear” recently in 
local schools. 


Harry A. Rose pee in a tear-sheet from 
the Sunday Herald with a 14-inch photo of 
Ava Gardner (entitled “Footsies”) which 
he says is what he calls free space, blown 
up from a still at the newspaper’s expense, 


to advertise “The Barefoot Contessa” at 
Loew’s Poli-Majestic theatre, Bridgeport. 
v 
Charles Gaudino landed a good window 
display of the “Brigadoon” bridal gowns as 
display for Loew’s Poli theatre, Springfield, 
Mass., but the gimmick was, the window 
adjoined the opposition theatre in his neigh- 
horhood. That’s stealing first base. 
v 
Denver’s Centennial Drive-In, one of the 
biggest and finest outdoor theatres in the 
country, had the print of “The High and 
the Mighty” delivered by private plane, with 
a pretty model as messenger. 


Gimbel’s tossed a rose—worth thousands 
of dollars in newspaper space—as their co- 
operative ad for “Carmen Jones” at the 
Rivoli theatre, on Broadway, 
in five metropolitan daily papers. 


which ran 
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Manager Alfred Loewenthal, back at the 
Ward theatre in the Bronx after managing 
the David Marcus theatre there for about 
a year, promoted a large cake for the first 
anniversary of CinemaScope. He also tied 
in with a local radio shop to play songs fron 
“The Student Prince.” 

v 

Dick Empey, manager of the Granada 
theatre, Duluth, Minn., had an attractive 
circus display and a live leopard, caged, to 
exploit “Ring of Fear.” The local 
column gave him a plug by saying the man 
not there to protect the 
people but rather to keep them from feeding 
the leopard. 


gossip 


from the zoo was 


v 

The installation of CinemaScope in the 
Booth theatre, Rich Hill, Mo. was a big 
event, and more than 60 merchants and civic 
groups cooperated in a full page newspaper 
ad to congratulate Shirley Booth, manager. 
He invited city officials, clergy, etc. for his 
showing of “The Robe.” 


Dal Schuder, manager of the Circle thea 
tre, Indianapolis, tied in with a local dealer 
to advertise the mattress Debbie Reynolds 
slept on in “Susan Slept Here.” A radio 
contest over station WIBC had Dick Powell 
as the and jockies 
played the tunes from the picture in a tieup 
with Coral records. 


mystery singer disk 


Malcolm Millar, publicity director of the 
Gold-Dorbrow Theatres in Pahokee, Fila., 
credits his wife with arranging a most at- 
trative display for “Tanganyika” that gained 
unsolicited newspaper space. 


When Evan Thompson played “100 Un 
usual Boys” at the Fox theatre in Hacken 
sack, along with “Student Prince,” a group 
of Boy Scouts in full regalia did an Indian 
dance in front of the theatre. 
reduced for all 
picture ran. 


Admission was 
Scouts during the week the 


Vv 
Emil Franke, manager of the 
San Diego, Cal., filled his 
women three mornings when he tied in with 
the Rayette Beauty 
show. All 
were paid by the beauty company 
v 
Norm Levinson, assistant manager at the 
Poli theatre, Hartford, Conn., tied in 


a local bridal shop in an ad 


Orpheum, 


theatre with 
Products for a beauty 
rental neu 


costs and a good 


with 
showing the 
wedding dress worn in The 
shop also displayed the dress in their win 
dow. 


“Brigadoon.” 


v 
Ray Boyea’s newspaper ad _ fot 
Brothers” at the 
way theatre where he is manager is 


“Seven 
Broad 
tied in 
with the opening of a women’s apparel store 
in Newburgh, N. Y., with the new managet 
of the store recommending the 


Brides for Seven 


picture 


Joe Boyle, manager of the Poli theatre 
Norwich, Conn., sends tear sheet showing 
two column art break showing Cyd Chariss 
in a scene from the pic 


ture 


of “Brigadoon” 


in which she appeared with the daughter 


of Connecticut’s state senator 














“BEAU BRUMMEL” 


A TRAVELING MAN 








And here he is, in person, attending the 250th Anniversary of the Men's Apparel 


Industry, in Philadelphia. 


Above, at left you see a reasonable facsimile of "Beau 


Brummell,” dressed as he should be to visit radio and television stations—quite unknown 
in his day, but not out of line with the visual band in the air-waves, as seen in the 
second picture, where he is interviewed for station WFIL-TV. Below, Gimbel's in Phila- 
delphia stage a "Beau Brummell" contest for the best-dressed in town, who will receive 
a special “Oscar"—obtainable from MGM—and a gift, in this case a Stetson hat, made 


in Philadelphia. 


Again, something you can do in your town. 


One of the very fine window 


displays prompted in the men's wear trades is shown in the final picture, and you are 
guaranteed plenty of similar cooperation from local merchants—if you go looking for it! 





Fox-Intermountain Have 
Tall Showmen in Denver 


Paul H. Lyday, publicity manager for Fox 
Intermountain Theatres in Denver, says his 
circuit has good reason to be proud of two 
of their showmen, for recent accomplish- 
line of duty. Bob Sweeten, 

new Center theatre—one of 
the finest—had a breakfast preview of 
“Woman’s World” for business girls, etc., 
who have to go to work, and a thousand of 
them turned up at 7 for breakfast, 
which was promoted at no cost to the thea- 
merchants, and the 


ment in the 


manager of the 


a.m. 
tre from cooperative 
sneak preview at the early hour. 

John Denman, manager of the Denver 
theatre, is another Fox-Intermountain boy 
who had a good break with the friendly and 
cooperative Rocky Mountain News. He had 
1 contest for “A Star is Born” which ran 
through several days, and won a lot of free 
space, with sponsored prizes for husband- 


ind-wife teams. This was not a pressbook 
contest, but was original in Denver, and hit 
the peak of promotion out there in those 


tall mountains 
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Art Policy Inaugurated 
At Rialto, Lockport 


Jack Mitchell, manager of the Rialto thea- 
tre, Lockport, N. Y., is making sure the 
start of his new art policy is brought to the 
attention of everyone who would be inter- 
ested. He is selling 3,000 heralds to nearby 
merchants and is sending out letters to edu- 
cators, concert groups, women’s clubs and 
service clubs. He will speak before some 
of these groups in an endeavor to get them 
to sponsor the art series and take some bene- 
fits. The art policy is being plugged at the 
meetings of the local museums and the local 
newspaper editor is heartily in favor of the 
policy and has promised an editorial and 
plenty of copy plugging the art shows. Jack 
has promoted a 15-minute radio program on 
which patrons will be interviewed and the 
picture plugged. He has an exhibit of oil 
paintings set for the first week and has pro- 
moted flowers from the local florist, a bakery 
for cakes, a restaurant for coffee and the 


American Legion for service for the opening 
night, when he hopes to have the mayor 
make a few introductory remarks. 


RULES OF THE 





QUIGLEY 
AWARDS - 


qg awarded annually to the two theatre 
managers or theatre publicity men whose 
exploitation and promotion campaigns are 
pr var best throughout the year, one in 
smaller situations, where the manager is 
“on his own"—the other in larger cities, 
where there may be circuit cooperation. 


Every three months a committee of 
judges will appraise the campaigns sub- 
mitted by contestants during the preced- 
ing quarter period and select two show- 
men to receive the Quarterly Awards for 
outstanding achievement. The next seven 
best will receive Scrolls of Honor. Cita- 
tions of Merit will be awarded to forty 
theatre men whose work is outstanding. 

V 

Consistency of effort is of paramount 
importance. Single submissions are less 
likely to win awards, which are made on 
the premise of sustained effort, but these 
may have news value in the Round Table. 

V 

No fancy entries are necessary. Costly 
and time-wasting “gingerbread” decora- 
tion are not encouraged. 


In addition to exploitation on feature 
pictures, entries may be made on short 
subjects, serials, stage shows, or institu- 
tional and civic promotions. 

V 

Evidence proving authenticity of each 
entry should be submitted, such as photos, 
tear sheets, programs, heralds, etc. 


The Round Table cannot undertake to 
prepare campaign books for submission to 
the judges from material sent in without 
assembly at the source. 

V 

The Quigley Awards make no distinc- 
tion for size of theatre or community except 
the two classifications above. The judges 
make full allowance for individual show- 
manship displayed by comparing budgets, 
newspaper facilities and assistance from 
distributing companies. 


In addition to the awards mentioned, 
special Certificates of Merit will be 
awarded quarterly and annually to show- 
men from outside the United States and 
Canada. The campaigns submitted by the- 
atre men abroad which are deemed of 
special merit shall be included in the annual 
competition. 


Address all entries to: 

QUIGLEY AWARDS COMMITTE! 
MANAGERS’ ROUND TABLE 

1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 
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BEAU BRUMMELL—MGM. In Eastman 
Color. Lover, scoundrel, adventurer—here 
was a MAN. A flaming era brought to 
throbbing life in a big, spectacular produc- 
tion. Scandalous love affairs of reckless 
days. He had a lust for life, an eye for 
beautiful women, and he left a trail of 
broken hearts. Stewart Granger, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Peter Ustinov and Robert Morley. 
For the first time the male fashion plate 
gets a break in a merchandising tieup pic- 
ture. 24-sheet and other posters have good 
character poses and portrait heads of the 
stars, for lobby and marquee display. Two- 
color herald from Cato Show Print. News- 
paper ad mats sell the stars—with Stewart 
Granger and Elizabeth Taylor exciting to 
both sexes. Action poses, with romance, 
strongly suggested. Complete campaign 
mat has ten ad mats and slugs, two pub- 
licity mats and extra linotype border, all 
for 35c—the price of one average mat, at 
National Screen. "Beau Brummell’ has 
stirred up all sorts of excitement in the 
men's wear trades—and "Beau" will do the 
same in your town. Contests to name the 
best-dressed man will go over, with plenty 
of cooperative advertising values. The 
feature story on the opposite page gives 
you an idea of these tieups, for television, 
or in window displays. A special two-page 
layout of cooperative ad mats has been 
circulated directly to 3,500 newspapers by 
Metro Newspaper Mat Service, waiting for 
you to connect on your end. These mats 
are free for the asking. You'll find proof 
of this valuable idea in your MGM press- 
book. MGM has a special "solid gold" 
Oscar—a "Beau Brummell'’ statuette, that 
can be given as a prize, and it costs little. 
Contact your nearby MGM field publicity 
representative. It's a fancy gadget that 
the stores will much appreciate. There are 
many other commercial tieups in this ex- 
ceptional showmanship opportunity. Study 
the pressbook pages on promotion and 
merchandising. 


WOMEN'S WORLD. 20th Century-Fox, 
in color and CinemaScope. June Allyson, 
Van Heflin, Lauren Bacall, Fred MacMur- 
ray, Arlene Dahl and Cornel Wilde, in an- 
other of those double-threesomes, plus Clif- 
ton Webb—it's as great entertainment 
and novelty as your patrons are apt to see 
this year. It's a great, big wonderful world 
—because men are in it! 24-sheet is a 
dandy—one of the best examples of thea- 
trical art we've ever seen—and if you can't 
make good use of it, you need a refresher 
course in showmanship. Other posters and 
newspaper ad mats are packed with plenty 
of punch for live managers to make profit- 
able use of. You've got a lot to sell in this 
picture, and it requires a lot of selling to 
get the most out of it. Pressbook has sev- 


eral kinds of teaser ads, mostly on the 
chatty, informative, curiosity arousing side, 
and it will pay you to look them over care- 
fully. "Does a man get ahead by the sweat 
of his brow or the charm of his frau!"' The 
never-too-serious plot is for the amuse- 
ment and interest of business men, and 
business girls. Like "Three Coins in the 
Fountain" portrayingultaly, this has its set- 
ting in New York's skyline. Clifton Webb 
in a new role—a straight man for three 
wonderful couples! Complete campaign 
mat includes six ad mats and two publicity 
mats, all for 35c. The special teaser, No. 
301, is a good compact display mat that 
sells the idea and the cast. National mag- 
azines and national merchandising promo- 
tions have spark-plugged the pre-selling of 
"Women's World" with your merchants all 
the way down Main Street. Smart, sophis- 
ticated entertainment for folks who are fed 
up with television's mediocracy. This is the 
kind of a picture that it's worth going out 
to see. Gives your patrons something 
pleasureable to think about the next day, 
and to remember with gratification when 
somebody suggests "Let's go to the 
movies. 


SABRINA—Paramount. Wonderful is the 
word for "Sabrina''—combining the excit- 
ing talents of four Academy Award win- 
ners—Humphrey Bogart, Audrey Hepburn, 
William Holden, and producer-director 
Billy Wilder. A gay and beguiling movie 
hit—with top-notch stars and incomparable 
direction and production talent. Bubbling 
with laughter, drama, romance—and Au- 
drey! 24-sheet and all posters have been 
really planned to create unusual art-mate- 
rials for your lobby and marquee display. 
Nice portraits and good atmosphere, at 
little cost. Herald (not illustrated) has all 
the best ad slants, if it follows posters and 
newspaper ad copy. The ad mats are un- 
usually good, and this picture deserves 
some flash display in bigger-than-usual 
space. Look them over carefully, and be 
sure your patrons get an advance look at 
Audrey in your advertising. A set of three 
advance teasers in one-column width sells 
the three stars, one after the other—with 
the slogan, ‘Sabrina Is Wonderful." Try 
for something new and out of the ordinary 
when you get such an unusual attraction. 
Complete campaign mat has ten ad mats 
and slugs, two publicity mats, both good, 
for 35c. Pressbook suggests delivering 
heralds in baronial-size envelopes to get 
extra-special attention. Audrey Hepburn 
has had more pre-selling publicity in the 
national magazines than any other player 
in recent years, and she packs a merchan- 
dising wallop with local stores, with her dis- 
tinctive style. Sell it as the kind of enter- 
tainment for which movies were made. 
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. . « Timely news supplementing the 
special monthly department covering 
all phases of refreshment service. 


IPA Adds to Value 
Of Theatre Meeting 


Enthusiasm was the keynote of delegates 
and visitors returning from the recent giant, 
five-day TESMA-TEA-IPA-TOA conven 


tion and trade show in Chicago. 





The refreshment section, ably chairmanned 
by Carl Siegel, Stanley Warnet 
York, and sponsored by 
\ssociation, was 


Manage 
ment Corp., New 
the International Popcorn 
especially active. 

The IPA included in its business the elec 
tion of Bert Nathan of the Theatre Popcorn 
Vending Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y., to the 
presidency. He succeeds J. J. Fitzgibbons, 
Jr., Theatre Confections Limited, Toronto, 
Canada, under whose energetic leadership 
the organization has grown in less than 12 
months into a dominant position in the pop- 
corn and concession field. 

The organization had a constant series of 
“clinics” offering a liberal and hard-headed 
education in the principles and method of 
motion picture theatre refreshment merchan 
dising and selling. 


Beer Sales Frowned on 


One of the most debated topics was the 
subject of serving beer at theatres. While 
a strong minority actively advocated beet 
sales, the majority, both drive-in and indoor 
operators, felt that it was a dangerous step 
and might antagonize family patronage 

All-night operation of drive-ins was also 
discussed, as a means of increasing refresh 
ment sales. The general feeling was that 
possible unpleasant consequences far out 
weighed the profit possibilities. 

Ice cream came in for notable attention 
as an important additional source of re\ 
enue, especially at indoor theatres. Ice cream 
sales, it was pointed out, do not cut into 
that of items. Open-display, self 
service cabinets help speed up sales, and the 


other 


use of ice cream novelties definitely increases 
the profit margin, the discussion showed 
Frankfurters can be effectively sold in 
indoor theatres, especially those catering to 
the lower-income groups, 
study made by one of the large circuits 


according to a 


GET ALL YOUR SPECIAL 
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630 NINTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


1327 S. WABASH 
CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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USED EQUIPMENT 


BOOKS 





BIG PICTURE—BIG SAVINGS AT STAR! GOOD 


used lenses, all sizes, $17.50 pair up; new silver seam- 
less screens $1 foot; silver screen resurfacer $8.95 


gallon; prompt delivery on anamorphics; booth equip- | 
STAR CINEMA 


ment at lowest prices! Contact us! 
SUPPLY, 447 West 52 St., New York 19. 

VALUES UN SURPASSED! DEVRY DUAL SOUND 
projectors w/amplifier, speaker, excellent $595. Avail- 
able on time. Holmes L25N amplifiers, rebuilt $95; 
used rewinds $6.95 set; automatic enclosed rewinds, 
excellent, $5. SOS. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 
602 W. 52nd St., New York 19, N. Y. 


NEW EQUIPMENT 


BUYING ‘EM! MASONITE 
fits Wagner, Adler, Bevelite signs: 
4”—35c; 8—S0c; 10’—60c; 12”—85c; 14’—$1.25; 16”°— 
$1.50; 17”’—$1.75; 24”—$2.50. SO.S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19, N. Y. 











EVERYONE'S 
marquee letters, 





GO CINEMASCOPE WITH ADJUSTABLE AN- 
amorphic lenses $695 pr. Mirroclaric metalized seam- 
less screens $1 sq. ft. Prompt shipments, lowest prices 
all sizes projection lenses. S.O.S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19, N. Y. 


DRIVE- IN, EQUIPMENT 


HERE’S YOUR BEST BUY! BRENKERT/RCA 
outfit w/BX80 projectors, Enare lamphouses, MI9030 
soundheads, 3000” magazines, changeovers, etc., beau- 
tiful condition plus new 150W amplification, lenses, 
90 amp rectifiers, all for $4,500. Available on time. 
S.0.S. CINEMA SU JPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., 
New York 19, N A 


MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION ALMA- 
nac—the big book about your business—1955 edition. 
Contains over 12,000 biographies of important motion 
picture personalities. Also all industry statistics. Com- 
plete ng of feature pictures 1944 to date Order 
your copy today. $5.00, postage included. Send remit- 
tance to QUIGLEY BOOKSHOP. 1270 Sixth Avenue, 
New York 20, N. Y. 


RICHARDSON’S BLUEBOOK OF PROJECTION. 
New 8th Edition. Revised to deal with the latest tech- 





nical developments in motion picture projection and | 


sound, and reorganized to facilitate study and refer- 
ence. Includes a practical discussion of 


the art of the motion picture. The standard textbook 
on motion picture projection and sound reproduction. 


Invaluable to beginner and expert. Best seller since | 


1911. 662 pages, cloth bound, $7.25 postpaid. . eed 
BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. 


THEATRES  —s_© 


THE ATRE, CLOSED BUT EQUIPPED, 
New York C ity. Details please 
PICTURE HE Ri ALD. 





WANTE Dd 
within 
Box 


50 m us 


MOTION 


LTS 


WOULD LIKE TO PU RC Hi ASE CONVENTIONAL 


yuses or drive-ins or locations with both. Year’s lease 
in advance, option to buy. Box 2816, MOTION PIC- 
TURE HERALD. 


SERVICES 


WINDOW CARDS, PROGRAMS, HERALDS, 
photo- offset printing. CATO SHOW PRINTING CO., 
Cato, N. 





Television | 
especially prepared for the instruction of theatre pro- 
jectionists, and of new techniques for advancement of | 


| CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., 


WANTED TO BUY 


ANTED - “PIPE ORGAN CONSOLE, THREE 
Be. Wurlitzer preferred. Will pay cash. R. 
SON, 4459 Sherbrooke W., Montreal. 


WwW ANTED: ONE 
costume, size 40. 


Tacoma, Wash. 


GORILLA SUIT, 
Write to SHELL 


ONE CLOWN 
THEATRE, 


KEYBOARDS. 
. Wis. 


WURLITZER ORGAN, FOUR 
FRED HERMES, Sixth St., Racine 





BUSINESS BOOSTERS 





BINGO DIE-CUT CARDS, 75 OR 100 NUMBERS. 
PREMIUM PRODUCTS, 339 West 44th St., New 
York 36, N. Y. 


fanneenned EQUIPMENT 





SEND FOR 
tremendous stock at 
CINEMA SUPPLY 
New York 19, N. Y. 


NEED CHAIRS! 
Chair Bulletin, 
knock down 


$.0.S, 
showing 
prices. 


HAS ’EM! 
our 
S.O.S. 


STUDIO EQUIPMENT 


CINEFLEX 35M REFLEX CAMERA, 2 MAGA- 
zines, 3 lenses, 24V motor, case, $695; Belhowell 
35mm automatic foot splicers, $595; Moviola 35mm 
composite sound/picture, $495; multiple floodlites hold- 
ing 12 bulbs on rolling stand $180 value, $29.50. 
S.0.S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., 
New York 19, N. Y. 





SEC Reports 
Stock Buys 


WASHINGTON: Purchases of National 
stock by officers and directors of 
the company were disclosed in the Securities 
and Exchange Commission’s latest report 
on stock transactions by film company ex- 
ecutives. 
Frank H. It5 

having shares 


Theatres 


was reported 
bought 9,000 during 1953, 
bringing his holdings to 10,042 shares. E. 
C. Rhoden purchased 1,000 shares during 
September, 1954, now holds 21,300 
in his own and 10,225 shares 
companies. Alan May 
bought 100 ; and Graham L. Sterling, 
Ir., bought 200 shares, holding 400 and 200 
respectively. Peter Colefax sold 500 shares, 
lropping his holdings to 2,000 shares. 
Nathaniel Lapkin bought 11,241 shares of 
Warner Corp. common, his initial 
purchase of the company’s stock. Albert 
Warner bought 4,500 shares of Warner 
Brothers Pictures common through a trust 
account, holding 160,000 shares in his own 
name and 31,000 shares in trust accounts. 
Jack Warner bought 5,000 shares, bringing 
holdings to 295,499 shares in his own 
name and 13,400 shares in trust accounts. 
William W. Howard bought 2,000 shares 


Ricketson, 


and 


shares name 


throug h holdings 


eas 
snares 


t inley 


his 


50 


of RKO Theatres Corp. common, for a total 
of 2,500. Abraham Montague sold 200 shares 
of Columbia Pictures common, dropping his 
holdings to 15,783 shares. 


Associated Sines Plans 
TV-Film Workshops 


MONTREAL: Associated Screen News, 
Ltd., will hold a three-day motion picture 
and television workshop here, December 6-8, 
for the benefit of companies interested in 
film production for these fields, it was an- 
nounced last week by William J. Singleton, 
general manager. Dr. A. W. Trueman, Na- 
tion Film Board of Canada commissioner, 
will speak at the for the 
film industry. Davidson Dunton, chair- 
man of Canadian Broadcasting Corp., will 
speak the second day and E. Fitzgibbons, of 
Famous Players ( Corp., on the 
third day. 


Altec Distributes Booklet 


On Company's Services 

The Altec 
nounced the publication of a new booklet, 
“The Altec Service Man,” which details the 
story of Altec service and the organization 
behind the service. The book is being dis- 
tributed to all theatres, both conventional 
and drive-in houses throughout the United 
States. 


opening session 


‘anadian 


Service Corporation has an- 


Elmer A. Lee Dies 
MINNEAPOLIS: Elmer A. (Al) Lee, 53, 
partner of the Leola and Orpheum theatres 
and Sunset naleid in, Pipestone, Minn., died 
here November 2. He also was a stockholder 
and the board of Minnesota 
Entertainment Enterprise, board member of 
North Central Allied and member of North- 
west Variety Club. 


member of 


Herman M. Dolinsky 

Herman M. Dolinsky, 66, a Loew’s the- 
atres manager, died November 2, at Crown 
Heights Hospital, Brooklyn. Mr. Dolinsky 
started with Loew’s in 1911 as an assistant 
manager at Loew’s Delancey theatre, and 
subsequently manager of several 
Loew’s theatres in Brooklyn. He was man- 
ager of Coney Island theatre, 15 
and at the time of his death was a 
circuit relief manager. 


became 


Loew’s 
years, 


James F. McCarthy 

HARTFORD: James F. McCarthy, 55, 
Connecticut district manager, Stanley War- 
ner theatres, died November 8, at Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, Boston. Mr. 
McCarthy had been district manager for 
the past year and had previously been man- 
ager of the downtown Strand here for more 
than 20 years. 
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Sign of the Pagan 
Universal—Early Christian Spectacle 
(Color by Technicolor) 

Universal’s second production in Cinema- 
Scope, “Sign of the Pagan,” is another in the 
series of sweeping pageants based on the early 
struggles of Christianity. It breaks new ground 
in dealing with the turbulent Fifth Century, 
A.D., and the attempt of one of history’s most 
fearful scoundrels, Attila the Hun, to conquer 
newly Christianized Rome. With Jack Palance 
starring as Attila, it is handsome, effective 
spectacle at the heart of which there is as 
fascinating a character as has yet come out of 
ancient and near-ancient times. Backed by Uni- 
versal’s showmanship know-how, “The Sign of 
the Pagan” is sure to emerge as one of the 
year’s big money-makers. 

Jeff Chandler co-stars with Palance as a dedi- 
dicated Roman centurion who rises from his 
lowly birth as the son of a sandalmaker to 
defeat Attila and become emperor of Rome. 
Ludmilla Tcherina, best known as ballerina and 
the star of several European films, makes her 
American film debut as a scheming but devout 
princess of the eastern Roman empire, while 
Rita Gam is seen as Attila’s tomboy daughter 
whose love for Chandler brings her to embrace 
Christianity and to death at her father’s hand. 

It is, however, Palance’s film all the way. 
The actor’s gaunt, bold features and peculiarly 
impassioned delivery make for a vivid Attila, 
strong, superstitious and heroically dedicated. 
He gives the entire film a dramatic purpose 
quite unusual for spectacular story-telling. In 
its other characters, the film is more predictable, 
but it has been fashioned by men who know 
that films should move and that you can’t talk 
a climax better than showing it in action. 

“The Sign of the Pagan” abounds in action 
and scenes of lush spectacle. It moves from the 
wild forests, where Attila and the centurion 
first meet, to the splendors of Constantinople 
where the centurion wins the heart of the prin- 
cess while trying to warn her brother, the east- 
ern emperor, against the wiles of Attila. When 
that mission fails, Chandler returns to Rome 
and would defend it against Attila except that 
the latter, warned by a soothsayer, leaves the 
gates of the city without an attack. The pagan 
king is subsequently slain in ambush by the 
Roman general who becomes the new emperor 
and defender of Christianity. 

Not so incidentally drawn, too, is the parallel 
between these early events and those of today 
with the shadow of Russia reaching toward 
western Europe. This, however, slows down 
the action not a whit. Punctuating the scenes 
of gaudy spectacle are those dealing with Attila 
and his overwhelming fear of the Christian God. 
In one particularly effective instance he is 
stopped from riding his horse into a village 
church by the appearance of a luminous cross 
held aloft in a religious processional. It makes 
a big drama suddenly personal. 

Approaching Palance in dramatic effective- 
ness is Miss Gam in the comparatively ill- 
defined role of pagan princess. It’s a vital, firey 
performance. Also effective are Jeff Morrow, 
as Chandler’s friend; George Dolenz, as the 
effete eastern emperor; Eduard Franz, as At- 
tila’s astrologer, and Howard Petrie as one 
of Attila’s pagan allies. 

Albert J. Cohen produced and Douglas Sirk 
directed the screenplay by Oscar Brodney and 
Barre Lyndon, based on Brodney’s story. It 
should be noted for e xploitation purposes that 
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based on the screenplay and with the 
has just been published by Dial 
Metty is responsible for the 
lovely color by Technicolor photography. 

Seen at a “sneak preview’ at Loew's 72nd 
Street theatre in New York where the audience 
broke into spontaneous applause for Palance’s 
performance. Reviewer's» Rating: Excellent 
VINCENT CANBY 

Release date, December, 19 
utes. PCA No. 16962. Gene 
Marcian 


a novel, 
same title, 
Press. Russell 


Running time, 92 min- 
1udience classification. 
Jeff Chandler 

J Palance 

ey: Ludmilla Tcherina 
S sacadaearanend Rita Gam 

E ‘duard Franz, George 
Scourby, Pat Hogan, 


Princess Pulcheri: 
Kubra.. waa ced 
Jeff Morrow, "Alliso mn Hayes, 

Dolenz, Sara Shane, Alexander 
Howard Petrie, Michael Ansara, Leo Gordon, Rusty 
Wescoatt, Chuch Roberson, Charles Horvath, Moroni 
Olsen, Robo Bechi, Sim Iness, Walter Coy 


Track of the Cat 


Warner Bros.— 
Action, Symbolism and Domestic Strife 
(Color by WarnerColor) 

There’s a lot that’s very, very good about 
“Track of the Cat,” a strange tale about a turn- 
of-the-century frontier family, which William 
A. Wellman has directed for Wayne-Fellows 
Productions and Warner Brothers release. The 
good includes some striking outdoor Cinema- 
Scope photography; tingling moments of sus- 
pense; sharp and brutal performances by Robert 
Mitchum and Beulah Bondi, and more quietly 
resolute performances by Teresa Wright, Diana 
Lynn and Tab Hunter. 

On the other side of the ledger is the screen- 
play by A. I. Bezzerides, adapted from the 
novel by Walter Van Tilburg Clark. It begins 
as a hair-raising action tale, then turns into a 
chilling picture of frontier family discord, and 
ends up in rather cloudy symbolism, not to be 
explained by this reviewer. Specifically, the 
story concerns Miss Bondi and her whiskey- 
swizzling husband, Philip Tonge; their three 
sons, Mitchum, Hunter and William Hopper, 
and their daughter, Miss Wright. 

With the father almost continually incapac- 
itated by drink, the family is dominated by 
the hard-bitten mother and her favorite son, 
Mitchum, a tough-talking bully who neverthe- 
less has kept the meager family fortunes to- 
gether. The action covers several days in early 
winter when an almost legendary mountain lion 
has come down from the heights to attack the 
cattle. While the brothers are out tracking the 
cat, family relationships go all to pieces, with 
hate and venom and remorse expressed by and 
for all concerned. The fact that it is almost 
impossible to synopsize the plot concisely is an 
indication of the film’s lack of particular view- 
point. 

The picture contains, however, 
moments of spellbinding intensity: the older 
brother’s (Hopper’s) fatal encounter with the 
cat whom he has tracked high into the snow- 
covered mountains; the Bible-quoting Miss 
Bondi’s remorse over things left unsaid at her 
dead son’s bedside; the old Indian handyman’s 
strange foreknowledge of the elder son’s death; 


individual 
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and eventually fatal quest 
The upshot of the story 
appears to be the younger ( Hunter’s ) 
growing up by his killing the cat which has 
wrecked and divided the family. The fact that 
the cat is never seen by the audience is at first 
very effective, but then a self-conscious device 
to give things a greater meaning than they 
really have. 

The performances are excellent, with special 
nods to Miss Bondi, to Miss Wright as the 
spinster daughter and to Miss Lynn as Hunter’s 
wistful fiancee, whom Miss Bondi resents and 
whom the old man doesn’t mind pinching fondly. 
Carl Switzer is seen as the weird Indian handy- 
man. The picture just misses being completely 
effective, but is certain to cause pro and 
comment which is always good for the box of- 
fice. William H. Clothier was director of 
photography. 

Seen at the 

1 New York. 

3 

Release date, November 27 1954 
102 minutes, General audience classification. 
Curt ..Robert 
Grace ‘ Ty" ee ee weae Teresa 
Gwen ‘ : , wis Diana Lynn 
FEMS. vawedasivnns . lab Hunter 
Beulah Bondi, Philip £ illiam Hopper, Carl 


Switzer 


Snow Creature 
United Artists—Himalayan Legend 


What might have been an exciting and sus- 
penseful science-fiction tale of a legendary snow 
creature in the Himalayas proves to be rather 
tame stuff. The slight story, stretched to feature 
length running time, provides a minimum of 
thrills although the photography by Floyd D. 
Crosby is excellent in its contrast of night and 
day, and black and white. The creature itself 
is neither horrendous nor terrifying. 

Paul Langton plays a botanist who, with his 
photographer and a group of Sherpa natives, 
plan to explore a section of the Himalaya 
Mountains for its plant life. One night, the 
Snow Creature, a legendary beast-man, is seen 
abducting the native guide’s wife. At first 
Langton scoffs at the idea but changes his mind 
when mammoth footprints are found in the 
snow. 

Eventually the creature is captured alive and 
brought back to the United States. However, 
while the immigration authorities have to deter- 
mine whether he’s man or beast, it escapes and 
proceeds to terrorize the citizenry. He is finally 
captured in the sewers of the city. 

The cast, all unknown, perform capably. W. 
Lee Wilder produced and directed from a story 
and screenplay by Myles Wilder. 

Seen at the United Artists screening room 
in New York. Reviewer's Rating: Fair—Jay 
REMER. 

Release te, em , 19 Running time, 
PC Ry Ne 5 audience classification. 
Frank Parris! s ul Langton 
Peter Wells Le slie Denisor 
Teru Shimada, Me vriyana, R bert Kino, Robert 
Hinton, Darlene George Douglas, Robert Bice 
Rudolph Anders, Jack Daly, Rusty West 
cott 


Crest of the Wave 
MGM—Documentary Drama 


Gene Kelly has stilled his dancing feet for 
the role of a sombre, baffled American scientist, 
working as a navy lieutenant, on a new, experi- 
mental torpedo. “Crest of the Wave,” adapted 

(Continued on following page) 
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Warner Brothers screening room 
Reviewer's Rating: Very Good. 
Running time, 


Mitchum 
Wright 


70 min 


utes. 


Rollin 
Fields, 
Bill Phipps, 
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(Continued from preceding page) 

from the play “Seagulls Over Sorrento,” is a 
documentary-styled drama that takes place on a 
bleak, wind-swept island off the coast of Scot- 
land. An all-male cast has been gathered for 
this drama, which depicts the collaboration of 
three American navy men and a handful of 
British seamen in the painful task of perfecting 
the delicate explosive. Along with the story of 
the torpedo, there runs the drama of the rela- 
tionship of the American and British seamen at 
the island fortress, their jealousies, frictions and 
petty bickering. The story has been touched 
with considerable humor, too. The picture has 
been made with care and skill and should exert 
a strong appeal on the serious, selective film- 
goer. 

As Kelly arrives at the little island fortress, 
with his two torpedomen, Jeff Richards and 
Fredd Wayne, he soon finds himself steeped in 
frictions and tensions. British lieutenant John 
Justin resents Kelly’s insistence on starting on 
the experiment afresh, sweeping aside all past 
data accumulated at the cost of lives. There 
follow long, tedious days, weeks and months of 
labor. Finally the torpedo is ready to be tested, 
only to miscarry and kill two men. New agonies 
are involved as the experiment goes on again, 
and after more obstacles, it is crowned with 
success. 

Another dramatic element playing a part in 
the story concerns the British cook, Sidney 
James, whose girl ran off and married an 
American sailor. The sailor turns out to be 
Richards, and explosions follow. 

John and Roy Boulting produced and directed 
from the screenplay by Frank Harvey and Roy 
Boulting. 

Seen at the home office projection room. 
Reviewer's Rating: Very Good. 

Release date, Dex Running time, 90 minutes 
PCA No. 16799. General audience 
Lieutenant Bradville 
Lieutenant Wharton eee 
Bernard Lee, Jeff Richards, 
Doonan, Ray Jackson, Fredd 
David Orr 


Cannibal Attack 
Columbia—The Crocodile Men 


The latest in producer Sam Katzman’s jungle 
for Columbia, “Cannibal Attack” is a 
standard mixture of studio action and jungle 
stock-shots. Johnny Weissmuller stars once 
again as the intrepid hero who overcomes all 
adversaries, human or animal. 

His main foes in this one are crocodiles and 
savages who dress like crocodiles. These men 
are led by a half-caste jungle girl, the ward of 
a cobalt mine owner. She has persuaded him 
to smuggle the valuable cobalt and sell it to 
a foreign government. Weissmuller is called in 
by the jungle commissioner to determine the 
source of these thefts ani after innumerable 
bursts of violence he succeeds. 

3esides Johnny and the commissioner, the 
only other non-villain in the film is the min 
owner’s brother and he’s suspect almost until 
the very end. This cloaking of identities not 
only confuses Weissmuller but also the audience. 
Despite its comparatively brief running time, 
the picture tends to be repetitious and slow- 
moving. However, dyed-in-the-wool action fans 
should be compensated by the innumerable 
clashes between man and beast, and man and 
man. 

Weissmuller performs his usual amount of 
derring-do, including much swimming, tussles 
with crocodiles and a wild fist-and-gun fight- 
to-the-finish 

The supporting cast is undistinguished. Lee 
Sholem directed from a story and screenplay 
by Carroll Young. A smattering of humor is 
provided by Kimba, the omnipresent chimpan 
zee 


1954. 
classification, 

Kelly 
Justin 
Patric 


Sarr, 


Gene 
John 
James, 


Patrick 


Sidney 


Wayne, 


series 


Seen at the Columbia screening room in Nex 
York. Reviewer's Rating: Fair—J R. 

Release date, November, 1954. Running time, 69 min 
utes. PC 17051. General audience classification 
Johnny 
Luura 
Arnold . 
Rouak 
Charles Steva Je A. 
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Weissmuller 
....Judy Walsh 

David Bruce 
Bruce Cowling 


Allen, Jr 


... Johnny 


Theodora, Slave Empress 


I.F.E.—Spectacle, Italian Style 
(Color by Pathecolor) 

The producers in Hollywood apparently do 
not hold the only franchise on the semi-histori- 
cal spectacle so much in evidence lately. An 
Italo-French co-production by Lux Film Rome 
and Lux Compagnie Cinematographique ot 
Paris detailing the rarely-seen Byzantium Em- 
pire is presented in this I.F.E. release. 

Dubbed into English and photographed in 
dazzling color by Pathecolor, it holds its own 
with its American counterparts in lavishness 
of decor, costumes and crowds. However, the 
dubbing (and it’s rather good) was accom- 
plished by means of archaic and unintentionally 
humorous dialogue. But for those who dote on 
spectacle (and the audience is apparently limit- 
less), this should be entirely satisfactory. 

Theodora, born the daughter of a bear feeder 
at the amphitheatre, rose to be empress of 
3yzantium. According to the film, it was ac- 
complished quickly, artfully and excitingly. The 
emperor, Justinian, noticed her in his wander- 
ings among his people. With each successive 
meeting, his passion for her increased but her 
ambition was to be queen, not courtesan. When 
their fiery love affair culminated in marriage, 
they became better people for it with new re- 
spect for each other. 

With the possibility of conspiracy and in- 
trigue from the powerful patricians always 
present, Theodora, born of the common people, 
teaches Justinian the ways of democracy. It is 
accomplished only after strenuous battles, the 
uprooting of the court villains and the near- 
death of Theodora in as wild a climax as has 
been seen in a year of spectacles. 

Although Theodora is seen as the queen of 
the people, her sudden change from seductress 
to benevolent ruler is too pat. She’s played by 
Gianna Maria Canale, one of Italy’s top beau- 
ties. George Marchal is the handsome Justinian 
and Henri Guisol is seen as the chief trouble- 
maker. The roles are played with gusto and 
little subtlety. 

The picture was directed by Riccardo Freda, 
who uses color freely and well. He collaborated 
on the script with Rene Wheeler, Ranieri 
Cochetti and Claude Accursi. 

Seen at a screening room in New York. Re- 
wiewer's Rating: Good.—J. R. 

Release date, Dec. 1954. Running 
Adult audience classification. 
Theodora 
Tustinian cab 
Renato Baldini, Henri Guisol, Irene 
Nerio Bernardi, Olga 


Loris Gizzi, Umberto Silvestri, 
Andriani, Giovanni Fagioli 


time, 88 minutes. 


..Gianna Maria Canale 

Marchal 
Papas, Carletto 
Solbelli, Alessandro 
Mario Siletti, 


Sposito, 
Fersen, 
Oscar 


Lovers, Happy Lovers! 
A.F.E.-Graetz—A Rake's Progress 


At first thought, “Lovers, Happy Lovers!” 
may seem like a foolish title. After viewing it, 
it becomes apparent it is more ironic than inane. 
For this is the story of a young roue who 
loves the ladies, only too quickly and too ephem- 


erally. He takes refuge with a new one trying 
to forget the old one. 

“Lovers, Happy Lovers!” appears much more 
Gallic in content and style than its British back- 
ground would indicate. This is quite logical as 
the star is one of France’s most popular, Gerard 
Philipe, in his first English-speaking role. And 
the director, too, is one of France’s finest, Rene 
Clement, represented here by “Forbidden 
Games.” They combine their talents with some 
of Britain’s loveliest and talented actresses to 
bring forth a daring and entertaining film, 
sometimes sad, sometimes gay, and quite shock- 
ing in many aspects. In fact, the climax finds a 
three-pronged amatory intrigue on view, which 
is perhaps a little too much for an audience to 
digest. 

The picture, in its completely immoral and 
sometimes bitter outlook on the ways of love, 
would prove objectionable to many sections of 
the American public. Although, in the main, it 
is done tastefully, it is certainly not suitable fare 


for general patronage. Specialized audiences, 
especially devotees of the art houses, may find 
it to their liking. 

M. Philipe is excellent as the French libertine, 
living in London, who has charm and dash and 
no heart. There is no sympathy aroused for 
the character although at one point, when he’s 
at his most destitute, the script permits a wave 
of pity for him. 

Valerie Hobson, Joan Greenwood, Margaret 
Johnston and Natasha Parry are the quartet of 
3ritish girls who succumb to the gentleman. 
Their acting is of the highest quality. Germaine 
Montero as a French streetwalker who befriends 
the “hero” is equally adept. Paul Graetz pro- 
duced with the adaptation by Hugh Mills and 
M. Clement. 

The picture is told in flashback and special 
praise should be given for the editing, which is 
expert. The flashbacks are unobtrusive and in 
fact add to the dramatic telling. 

Since the film was reviewed, there have been 
changes made by the producer. It has been 
approved by the PCA, but no number has as 
yet been assigned. 

Seen at the Little Carnegie theatre in New 
York. Reviewer's Rating: Artistically Good; 
Morally Bad. 


Release 
minutes 


October, 
audience 


date, 
Adult 


Andre Ripois .....+.Gerard Philipe 
Valerie Hobson, Margaret Johnston, 
Natasha Parry, Germaine Montero, Diana Decker 


ADVANCE SYNOPSES 


TONIGHT'S THE NIGHT 

[Allied Artists) 

PRODUCER-DIRECTOR: Mario Zampi. 
PLAYERS: David Niven, Yvonne DeCarlo, 
Barry Fitzgerald. Technicolor. 

COMEDY. When General O’Leary, owner 
of a hunting estate in South Ireland, is killed 
in an accident, the whole village mourns. David 
Niven, the general’s nephew, arrives to take 
over the state. All dislike him except the schem- 
ing Yvonne DeCarlo. He proves to be some- 
what of a bounder and the villagers plot te 
drive him away. On traditional O’Leary Night, 
when the ghost of the first O’Leary usually 
walks the halls, general chaos reigns and by 
failing in the O'Leary traditions, both Niven 
and Miss DeCarlo are driven out. 


SILENT RAIDERS 

(Lippert) 

PRODUCER: Earle Lyon. DIRECTOR: 
Richard Bartlett. PLAYERS: Richard Bart- 
lett, Earle Lyon, Jeanette Bordeaux, Earle 
Hansen. 

DRAMA. This is the story of a small patrol 
that lands on the French coast near Dieppe. 
Its objective is to wipe out a German tom- 
munications center inland, in preparation for 
an Allied commando raid. The story details 
the actions and reactions of these seven men, 
the French people they contact and the Ger- 
mans they fight. The raiders are successful ac 
they hear the commandos landing. 


SHORT SUBJECTS 


WHEN SPORTS WERE KING 
(Warner Bros.) 
Vitaphone Varieties (1606) 

The great sports champions of the 1920’s are 
shown here. Included are : Man O’War, jockey 
Earl Sande, “Big Bill’ Tilden, Molla Mallory 
and Helen Wills of tennis fame, Gene Sarazen, 
Walter Hagen and Bobby Jones from golfdom, 
football’s Knute Rockne and Red Grange, and 
baseball’s Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth. 
Release date: June 19, 1954 10 minute 


LITTLE SCHOOL MOUSE (MGM) 
Technicolor Cartoon (W-542) 

Jerry is teaching his nephew, Tuffy, how to 
outwit the cat. As each lesson is put into prac- 
tice, Tuffy discovers a more practical approach 
to the subject 
Release date: May 29, 1954 
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“What the 
icture did for me 


Allied Artists 


PARIS PLAYBOYS: Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall—l 
never miss on these Bowery Boys’ series. They al- 
ways bring in some extra business. This one is not 
as good as some of their others, but it still has 
plenty of laughs in it and did over average business. 
Small town and rural patronage. Played Friday, Sat- 
urday, October 1, 2..-James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, 
Shoals, Ind. 


RIOT IN CELL BLOCK 11: Neville Brand, Leo 
Gordon—An_ excellent prodction. Sometimes these 
more rugged ones draw and sometimes they don’t— 
this one did not. I cannot say just what the dividing 
line is. Played Tuesday, Wednesday, October 12, 13. 
Mrs. Elaine S. George, Star Theatre, Heppner, Ore. 


Columbia 


FROM HERE To ETERNITY: Montgomery Cliit, 
Burt Lancaster, Deborah Kerr—If it’s a good one, it’s 
always new until you play it. Age didn’t bother this 
one. Just like previe Ww of the picture, this one re- 
ceived the “‘treatment” via radio spots, heralds, door 
panels, one sheet, six sheets, window cards, teaser 
and regular trailers, etc. Result: Very good. Nice to 
see a lot of people when we weren’t giving anything 
away! Played Sunday, Monday, October 24, 25. 
Michael Chiaventone, Valley Theatre, Spring Val 
ley, Ill. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


EASY TO LOVE: Esther Williams, 


Van Johnson— 
I played this one late. It’s a very good Esther 
Williams’ picture. Musicals don’t seem to go here, 
= this one was well liked by those who saw it. 
Color is excellent. Played it—nothing wrong with this 
picture. Did over average business both nights. 
Played Tuesday, Wednesday, October 26, 27.—James 
Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


EXECUTIVE SUITE: William Holden, June Ally- 
son, Barbara Stanwyck, Frederic March, Paul Douglas 

I put this in on fast booking and I wish I had never 
played it. I have got my first all-star cast picture to 
be good. This is too long drawn out. My advice 
to small towns is to stay clear of this. Pass it up. 
Had lots of walk-outs. This picture might be O.K. 
in the cities. Played Sunday, Monday, October 17, 18. 

James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


FLAME AND THE FLESH: Lana Turner, Carlos 
Thompson—Here is one I put in on quick booking. I 
sure got a surprise with it. “ae is an excellent pic- 
ture—play it by all means. I did about average busi- 
ness on it. I think the title kept them away. Lana 
Turner is at her best. You can’t go wrong on it. 
Played Sunday, Monday, October 3, 4.—James Hardy, 
Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


GYPSY COLT: Donna Corcoran, 
natural for small towns, 


Frances Dee—A 
a real down to earth picture 
which will please young and old alike. Play it by 
all means, This one will stand up alone in any situa- 
tion with a few shorts. The color is excellent (Ansco). 
Played Friday, Saturday, October 15, 16.—James 
Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


TAKE THE HIGH GROUND: Richard Widmark. 
Karl Malden—A very good basic training picture with 
an excellent cast. This should do well in any small 
town. Good for Friday-Saturday billing. Played 
Friday, Saturday, October 22, 23.—James Hardy, 
Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


Paramount 


JUST FOR YOU: Bing Crosby, Jane Wyman—Good 
1952 Crosby product. First showing here. A little 
extra on the business, probably because of Jane Wy- 
man who recently won the audiences’ hearts in “‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession” (U). Played Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, October 20, 21.—Michael Chiaventone, Valley 
Theatre, Spring Valley, Ii. 

KNOCK ON WOOD: 


Danny Kaye, Mai Zetterling 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, NOVEMBER 13, 


. « « the original exhibitors’ reports department, established October 14, 1916. 


In it theatremen 


serve one another with information about the box office performance of product—providing e 


service of the exhibitor for the exhibitor. 


ADDRESS REPORTS, What the Picture Did for Me, 


Motion Picture Herald, Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 


Believe this is the best comedy Kaye has done for 
some time, but it was not conspicuously successful 
at the box office here. Played Sunday, Monday, Oc 
tober 17, 18.—Rowell Bros., Idle Hour Theatre, Hard 
wick, Vt. 


TURNING POINT, THE: 
Smith—With a $200 jackpot and a good picture of its 
type, I cannot understand where everybody went 
during this engagement. They sure weren’t here. We 
had more help than customers these two days. Played 
pclenamong- Thursday, October 27, 28—Michael Chia- 
ventone, Valley Theatre, Spring Valley, Ill. 


VANQUISHED, THE: John Payne, Jan Sterling- 
A good picture which was hard for our folks to under- 
stand. It flopped the first day, probably due to the 
local football game. The second day was normal. 
Played Friday, Saturday, October 22, 23.—Michael 
Chiaventone, Valley Theatre, Spring Valley, Ill. 


RKO Radio 


CARNIVAL STORY, THE: Anne Baxter, Steve 
Cochran—This is a very good picture about carnival 
life, only there wasn’t enough of carnival life. in it. 
The picture played up the diving act and was a little 
sexy in places. I did extra business with it on Sun- 
day night, but paid too much for it. Played Sunday, 
Monday, October 24, 25.—James Hardy, Shoals Thea- 
tre, Shoals, Ind. 


William Holden, Ale xis 


Republic 


GUTCAST, THE: John Derek, Joan Evans—One of 
the best outdoor dramas of this year. Color superb. 
Derek was wonderful in this one which will stand up 
any time of the week. Play it and your customers 
will tell you what a good show it is. Town and rural 
trade. Played Sunday, Monday, October 3, 4.—Buck 
Renfro, Jr., Grove Theatre, Holly Grove, Ark 


ROOGIE’S BUMP: Robert Marriot, Ruth Warrick 
Very entertaining. Can’t go wrong on this one 
one of the best family pictures. Customers will tell 
you they went for this one. Good for double bill; 
however, will stand alone. Town and rural trade. 
Played pveeias. Wednesday, October 26, 27.—Buck 

Renfro, Jr., Grove Theatre, Holly Grove, Ark. 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


MISS ROBINSON CRUSOE: Armanda_ Blake, 
George Nader—Here is a slow moving picture that is 
perfect for TVY—not much to it. Again the monkey 
saves the picture, at least for a few laughs. Played 
Tuesday, October 26.—Michael Chiaventone, Valley 
Theatre, Spring Valley, Ill. 


United Artists 


CONQUEST OF EVEREST: Documentary—There 
is a place for this excellent and interesting docu- 
mentary, but our theatre was not the place—many 
walk-outs. Played Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Oc- 
tober 14, 15, 16—Mrs. Elaine S. George, Star Theatre, 
Heppner, Ore. 


MARSHAL’S DAUGHTER, THE: Ken Murray, 
Preston Foster—Used on lower half of a dual bill. 
More walk-outs than ever- “strictly for TV addicts. 
Played Tuesday, October 26. ichael Chiaventone, 
Valley Theatre, Spring Valley, Til, 


OUTLAW STALLION: Phil Carey, 
rick—-A good western, 
our action change.—Mrs. 
Theatre, Heppner, Ore. 


\ : Dorothy Pat- 
just right for the patrons of 
Elaine S. George, Star 


Universal 


JOHNNY DARK: Tony Curtis, Piper Laurie—Good 
little program picture—not strong enough for Sunday 
Played Sunday, Monday, October 3, 4.—Mrs. Elaine S 


George, Star Theatre, Heppner, Ore. 


JOHNNY DARK: Tony Curtis, Piper Laurie—This 
one should hit the spot in any situation. This picture 
has everything for good entertainment—excellent 
color, pretty scenery. Brought me in a little ext: 
business on Sunday night. Play it. I always make it 
O.K. from U.I. Played Sunday, Monday, October 1 
11.—James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 

MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION: Jane Wyman, Rock 
Hudson—Regardless of captious criticisms in various 
periodicals, our people loved “Magnificent Obsession 
and we loved the business it did. Played Sunday 
Monday, October 10, 11.—Mrs. Elaine S. George, Stat 
Theatre, Heppner, Ore. 


MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION : Jane W yman, Rock 
Hudson—Everyone agreed this was a fine show, but 
it didn’t do the business we expected. Perhaps it 
was because it had played in all the neighboring 
towns before we even had a chance to buy it. Played 
Sunday, Monday, October 24, 25.—Rowell Bros., Idle 
Hour Theatre, Hardwick, Vt. 


Warner Bros. 


RIDING SHOTGUN: Randolph Scott—A very good 
Scott picture. The only thing wrong, it is too short 
to play alone. You will have > double bill on your 
weekend. I double billed it with “Gypsy Colt” (MGM), 
which made a very good program and brought in 
extra business. Played Friday, Saturday, October 15, 
16.—James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


SO BIG: Jane Wyman, Sterling Hayden—Played 
this one late. If your p itrons have not seen it, they 
will really enjoy it. This is a natural for small towns 

play it. Jane Wyman is tops again in this one 
Lots of comments on this picture. Small town and 
rural patronage. Played Tuesday, Wednesday, Ox 
tober 12, 13—James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, 
Ind. 


Shorts 


Paramount 
DRINKS ON THE HOUSE: Herman & Katnip 


Cartoon in Technicolor—It pleased the kids, but not 
many laughs for the grown-ups. They like cartoons, 
too, but they like them funnier than this one. 

Michael Chiaventone, Valley Theatre, Spring Valley, 


THREE WISHES: Topper—Fair Paramount Topper 
about fishing, but it’s been done many times before 
Michael Chiaventone, Valley Theatre, Spring Val 
le y; J 


WHAT’S WRONG HERE?: Pacemaker 
ting a Sunday matinee of noisy kids settled, 
to come on, with the narrator 
anything wrong in this picture, scream or something.” 
aang A lot of screaming kids.—Michael Chiaven 
tone, Valley Theatre, Spring Valley, Il 


After get 
this had 
saying: “If you see 


Universal 


LUMBER STATES: Earth and Its People—Because 
of its northwestern theme, we gave them some special 
advertising, but when the announcer said “Williamette’ 
in Oregon’,” all was lost! (William’ette, Or’egon). He 
had the accent on the wrong syllables.—Mrs. Elaine S 
George, Star Theatre, Heppner,, Ore. 
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Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers in this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 


DIGEST SECTION. 


Short Subjects Chart October 23, page 186. 
Features by Company September 25, 1954, page I6l. 


Color pictures designated by (c). 


Legion of Decency Ratings: A-!, Unobjectionable; A-2, Unobjec- 
tionable for Adults; B, Objectionable in part for all; C, Condemned. 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 
A 


A Nous, La Liberte (Fr.-Eng. Titles) Burstyn 
About Mrs. Leslie (5321) Para. 
Act of Love UA 
Adventures of Hajji Baba (CS) (c) (424) Fox 
Adventures of Rebinson Crusoe (c) UA 
Affairs of Messalina Col. 
Africa Adventure (c) (502) RKO 
Aida (Ital.) (c) IFE 
Always a Bride (Brit.) (485) U-I 
Angelika (German) Brenner 
Angels One Five (Brit.) Stratford 
Apache (c)* UA 
Arrow in the Dust (c) (5404) AA 
Athena (c) (CS) MGM 


B 

Badman's Territory (476) RKO 
Bait Col. 
Barefoot Battalion (Greek) Brandt 
Barefoot Contessa, The (c) UA 
Battle Cry (c) (CS) WB 
Battle of Rogue River (c) Col. 
Beat the Devil UA 
Beau Brummell (c) (502) MGM 
Bengal Brigade (501) (c) Univ. 
Betrayed (501) (c) MGM 
Big Chase (5327) Lippert 
Black Dakotas, The (c) Col 
Black Horse Canyon (c} (423) Univ. 
Black Knight, The (c) Col. 
Black Shield of Falworth, The (429) 

(CS) (c) Univ. 
Black 13 (428) 20th-Fox 
Black Widow (423) (CS) (c) Fox 
Blackout (5309) Lippert 
Bob Mathias Story (5502) AA 
Bounty Hunter, The (c) (402) WB 
Bowery Boys Meet the Monster (5419) AA 


Brigadoon (CS) (c)* MGM 


Bread, Love and Dreams 


(Ital.-Eng. Titles) LPs. 
Bridges of Toko-Ri (c) Para. 
Broken Lance (CS) (c) (419)* Fox 
Bullet Is Waiting, A (c) Col. 


Cc 
Caine Mutiny, The (c)* Col. 
Cangaceiro (Brazil) Col. 
Cannibal Attack Col. 
Capt. Kidd and the Slave Girl (c) UA 
Carmen Jones (422) (CS) (c) Fox 
Carnival Story, The (c) (412)* RKO 
Casanova's Big Night (c) (5316) Para. 
Cattle Queen of Montana (SA) (c) RKO 
Challenge the Wild (c) UA 
Champion, The UA 
Conquest of Everest (Brit.) (c) UA 
Conquest of Space (c) Para. 
Coroner Creek Col 


Cowboy, The (5308) (c) 
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HE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings 


Under the column heading Special Data projection and available 
sound systems are designated by the following keys: SYSTEM: CS 
—CinemaScope; VV—VistaVision; SA—SuperScope (anamorphic 
print); 3D—two prints; 3D(I}—single strip. SOUND: Ss—four 
track magnetic stereophonic sound; Ss(2}—Separate stereophonic 
sound print; Ds—Optical directional sound, as Perspecta; Ms— 
single track magnetic sound; Os—standard optical sound. 

All films (except CinemaScope) made in Hollywood since early 





1953 are intended for aspect ratios from 1.33 to | up to approxi- 





Release 
Stars Date 

Raymond Cordy-Henri Marchand Oct. 6,'54 
Shirley Booth-Robert Ryan Aug.,'54 
Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin Mar.,'54 
Elaine Stewart-John Derek Oct.,'54 
Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez July,"54 
Maria Felix-George Marchal Nov.,'54 
Documentary Sept.,'54 
Sophia Loren-Lois Maxwell Nov.,'54 
Peggy Cummins-Terence Morgan June,'54 
Maria Schell Sept.,'54 
Jack Hawkins-Michael Denison May,'54 
Burt Lancaster-Jean Peters July,"54 
Sterling Hayden-Coleen Grey Apr. 25,'54 
Jane Powell-Edmund Purdom Nov.,'54 


Randolph Scott-Ann Richard (reissue) May 1,'54 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore Mar.,'54 
Maria Costi-Nicos Fermas June,'54 
Humphrey Bogart-Ava Gardner Oct.,'54 
Van Heflin-Aldo Ray Not Set 
George Montgomery Mar.,'54 
Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones Mar.,'54 
Stewart Granger-Elizabeth Taylor Oct.,"54 
Rock Hudson-Arlene Dahl Nov.,'54 
Ciark Gable-Lana Turner Sept.,'54 
Lon Chaney-Glenn Langan June 18,'54 
Wanda Hendrix-Gary Merrill Sept.,'54 
Joel McCrea-Mari Blanchard June,'54 
Alan Ladd-Patricia Medina Nov.;'54 
Tony Curtis-Janet Leigh Sept.,"54 
Peter Reynolds-Rona Anderson Nov.,'54 
Gene Tierney-Van Heflin Nov.,'54 
Dane Clark-Belinda Lee Mar. 19,'54 
Bob Mathias-Ward Bond Oct. 24,'54 
Randolph Scott-Dolores Dorn Sept. 25,'54 
Bowery Boys June 6,'54 
Gene Kelly-Cyd Charisse Not Set 
Gina Lollobrigida-Vittorio De Sica Sept.,'54 
Fredric March-William Holden Jan.,"55 
Spencer Tracy-Richard Widmark Aug.,'54 
Jean Simmons-Rory Calhoun Sept.,'54 








Bogart-Ferrer-Johnson Special 
Alberto Ruschel-M. Prado Not Set 
Johnny Weissmuller-Judy Walsh Nov.,'54 
Anthony Dexter-Eva Gabor May,'54 
Dorothy Dandridge-Harry Belafonte Oct.,'54 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran Apr. 16,'54 
Bob Hope-Joan Fontaine Apr.,'54 
Barbara Stanwyck-Ronald Reagan Nov.,'54 
George and Sheila Graham June,'54 
Kirk Douglas-Marilyn Maxwell (reissue) Apr.,'54 
Documentary Apr. 23,'54 
Walter Brooke-Eric Fleming Feb.,'55 
R. Scott-Marguerite Chapman (reissue) Aug.,'54 
Documentary May 28,'54 





mately 1.75 to |. 
*Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


Running 
Time 


83m 
104m 
108m 
93m 
90m 
106m 
64m 
95m 
83m 
99m 
98m 
9im 
80m 
96m 


98m 
79m 
89m 
128m 


7im 
92m 
113m 
87m 
108m 
60m 
65m 

8 i! 2m 
85m 


99m 
75m 
95m 
87m 
80m 
79m 
65m 
108m 


90m 


96m 
82m 





125m 
92m 
70m 
83m 
107m 
95m 
86m 


69m 
86m 
78m 


90m 
69m 


-—-REVIEWED— 


(S)—=synopsis 

Issue Page 
Oct. 16 178 
May |! 2278 
Dec. 19 2109 
Oct. 16 177 
June 12 26 
Sept. 25 153 
Nov. 6 202 
June 12 26 
Oct. 16 178 
May 8 2285 
July 3 49 
Apr. 24 2269 
Nov. 6 201 


Feb. 
June 


Oct. 


Sept. 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
July 


Sept. 


May 
Oct. 


Aug. 


Oct. 
Apr. 
Oct. 
Aug. 
July 
Aug. 


Sept. 


July 
Aug. 


June 
Sept. 
Nov. 
May 
Oct. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


June 


Dec. 
Sept. 


Jan. 


20 


12 

4 
13 
29 
16 
27 

6 


12 


12 
I 


7 


2190 
34 

169 
(S$) 154 
2206 
2205 
179 
185 

8| 


137 
185 
97 
193 
2270 
177 
121 
105 
153 


89 
113 


25 
130 
210 


179 
2237 
2205 

26 


2101 
(S)138 


2134 


L. of D. 
Rating 


> WWD 


>> 
~& 


A-2 


>>> 


Lad 


>> > 
NN A 





Herald 
Review 


Special 
Data 


Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 


CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
CS-Ss, Ms, Os 


Good 

Very Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Very Good 

Very Good CS-Ss, Ms, Os 





Good 

Very Good 

Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
CS-Ss or Os 

Good 

Very Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Very Good Ds 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent CS-Ss 
Very Good CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Good 

Very Good 

Good 

Fair 


Very Good CS-Ss, Os, Ds 
Very Good 


Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Good 





Superior 
Good 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Excellent 


SA 
Good 


Good 


Excellent 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Creature from the Black Lagoon 

(415-3D, 416-2D) Univ. 
Crest of the Wave MGM 
Crime Wave (308) WB 
Crossed Swords (c) UA 
Cry of the City (441) 20th-Fox 


D 


Danger Point (5504) AA 
Dangerous Mission (3D) (c) (410) RKO 
Dawn at Socorro (c) (430) Univ. 
Dead End Goldwyn 
Deadly Game (5402) Lippert 
Deep in My Heart (c) MGM 
Demetrius and the Gladiators 

(c) (CS) (415)* Fox 
Desiree (CS) (c) (425) Fox 
Desperado, The (5426) AA 
Desperate Decision (Fr.-Eng.) Times 
Detective, The (Brit.) Col. 
Devil's Harbor (429) 20th-Fox 
Davil's Pitchfork (form. Ana-ta-han) 

(Japan) Arias 
Dial M for Murder (c) (327)* WB 
Diamond Wizard, The (Brit.) UA 
Diary of a Country Priest (Fr.} Brandon 
Dirty Hands (Fr.) McDonald 
Down Three Dark Streets 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Dragnet (c) (401)* 

Dragonfly Squadron (52) 

Dream of Love (Fr.) 

Drive a Crooked Road 

Drum Beat (CS) (c) (404) 
Drums Across the River (c) (422) 
Duel in the Jungle (c) (332) 
Duel in the Sun (c) 

Duffy of San Quentin (321) 


Earrings of Madame De (Fr.) 
Edge of Divorce (Brit.) 
Egg and I, The (426) 


Arlan 
Kingsley 
Univ. 


Egyptian, The (420) (c) (CS)* Fox 


Elephant Walk (c) (5317)* Para. 
Enchanted Cottage (472) RKO 
Every Girl Should Be Married (570) RKO 
Executive Suite (423)* MGM 


Fangs of the Wild (5311) Lippert 
Far Country (c) (428) Univ. 
Fast and Furious ARC 
Fire Over Africa (c) Col. 
Fireman Save My Child (421) Univ. 
Flame and the Flesh (c) (421) MGM 
Flamenco (c) (Span.-Eng. Narr.) Lewis 
Flight Nurse (5301) Rep. 
Forty-Niners, The (5424) AA 
Four Guns to the Border (c) (502) — Univ. 
Francis Joins the WACS (427 Univ. 
French Touch, The (Fr.) Times 


G 


Gambler from Natchez (c) (417) Fox 
Garden of Evil (c) (CS) (416)* Fox 
Genoese Dragnet (Ital.) IFE 
Geraldine (5302) 
Girl for Joe (325) 

(form. Force of Arms) 
Girls Marked Danger (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) 
Gog (3D) (c) 
Golden Mask (c) 
Golden Mistress (c) 
Gone With the Wind (c) (430)* MGM 
Gorilla at Large (c) (3D) (406) 20th-Fox 
Greatest Show on Earth (c) (5325) — Para. 
Guilt Is My Shadow (Brit.) Stratford 
Gunfighters Col. 
Gunga Din (479) RKO 
Guy With a Grin (326) 

(form. No Time for Comedy) WB 
Gypsy Colt (419) (c) MGM 


H 


Hans Christian Andersen (c) (351) RKO 
Hansel and Gretel (c) RKO 


Heat Wave (5310) Lippert 


Release 


Stars Date 


Mar.,'54 
Dec.,'54 


Richard Carlson-Julia Adams 
Gene Kelly-Jeff Richards 

Gene Nelson-Sterling Hayden Mar. 6,'54 
Errol Flynn-Gina Lollobrigida Aug,.'54 
Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) Mar.,'54 


Mark Stevens-Joan Vohs Nov. 21,'54 
Victor Mature-Piper Laurie Mar. 6,'54 
Rory Calhoun-Piper Laurie Sept.,'54 
Sylvia Sidney-Humphrey Bogart (reissue) June,'54 
Lloyd Bridges-Simone Silva Oct. 8,'54 
Jose Ferrer-Merle Oberon Dec.,'54 


June,'54 
Nov.,'54 
June 20,'54 
Nov.,'54 
Not Set 
Dec.,'54 


Victor Mature-Susan Hayward 
Marlon Brando-Jean Simmons 
Wayne Morris 

Danielle Delmore-Henri Vidal 
Alec Guinness-Joan Greenwood 
Richard Arlen-Greta Gynt 
Akemi Negishi May 17,'54 
Ray Milland-Grace Kelly 

Dennis O'Keefe-Margaret Sheridan 

Claude Laydu-Nicole Maurey 
Pierre Brasseur 

Broderick Crawford-Ruth Roman 
Spencer Tracy-Ingrid Bergman 
Jack Webb-Ben Alexander 
John Hodiak-Barbara Britton 

P. R. Willm-Mila Parley 

Mickey Rooney-Dianne Foster 
Alan Ladd-Audrey Dalton 
Audie Murphy-Lisa Gaye 
Jeanne Crain-Dana Andrews 
Jennifer Jones-Gregory Peck 
Joanne Dru-Paul Kelly 


(reissue) Oct.,'54 
Sept. 4,'54 

Mar. 21,'54 
June,'54 

Apr.,'54 

Nov. 13,'54 
June,'54 

Aug. 21,'54 
(reissue) Not Set 
Mar. 13,'54 


July 19,'54 
July,'54 
(reissue) July,'54 


Boyer-Darrieux-De Sica 

Valerie Hobson-Philip Friend 
C. Colbert-Fred MacMurray 
Edmund Purdom-Gene Tierney Sept. ,'54 
Elizabeth Taylor-Dana Andrews June,'54 
Dorothy McGuire-Robert Young (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Cary Grant-Betsy Drake (reissue) Sept.,'54 
Holden-Allyson-Stanwyck-March-Douglas Apr.,'54 


Apr. 2,'54 
Not Set 
Nov.,'54 
Nov.,'54 
May,'54 
May,'54 

May 21,'54 

Mar. 1,'54 

May 9,'54 
Nov.,'54 
Aug.,'54 
Sept.,'54 


Charles Chaplin, Jr.-Onslow Stevens 
James Stewart-Ruth Roman 

John Ireland-Dorothy Malone 
Maureen O'Hara-McDonald Carey 
Spike Jones and His City Slickers 
Lana Turner-Carlos Thompson 

A. P. Lopez-Ballet Espanol 

Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker 

Wild Bill Elliott-Virginia Grey 
Rory Calhoun-Coleen Miller 
Donald O'Connor-Julia Adams 
Fernandel 


Aug.,'54 
July,"54 
Mar.,'54 
Apr. |,'54 


Dale Robertson-Debra Paget 
Gary Cooper-Susan Hayward 
Charles Rutherford-Lianella Carell 
John Carroll-Mala Powers 


William Holden-Nancy Olson (reissue) May 15,'54 
Silvana Pampanini-E. Rossi-Drago June,'54 
Richard Egan-Constance Dowling June,'54 
Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin Mar.,'54 
John Agar-Rosemarie Bowe Sept.,'54 
Gable-Leigh-deHavilland (reissue) July,'54 
Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft May,'54 
Charlton Heston-Betty Hutton (reissue) July,'54 
Peter Reynolds-Elizabeth Sellars Mar.,'54 
Randolph Scott-Barbara Britton (reissue) Aug.,'54 
Cary Grant-Victor McLaglen (reissue) July 1,'54 


(reissue) May 15,'54 
Apr. 2,54 


James Stewart-R. Russell 
Donna Corcoran-Frances Dee 


June 9,'54 
Oct.,'54 
Apr. 16,'54 


Danny Kaye-Jeanmaire 
Anna Russell-Mildred Dunnock 
Alex Nicol-Hillary Brooke 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, NOVEMBER 13, 1954 


Running 
Time 


79m 
90m 
74m 
86m 
95m 


c-REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 


Feb. 13 2182 
Nov. 13 209 
Jan. 16 2142 
July 31 89 


(S)17! 
2197 
81 


89 
57 
17 
130 
2245 


2197 


2214 
(S)34 
202 
177 
2270 
2277 
10 
2062 
2285 
153 
49 
138 


97 
49 

2206 
(S)2103 


27 
26 
2213 
197 


2286 


2238 


L. of D. 
Rating 


Herald 
Review 


Special 
Data 


Good 
Very Good 
Good 

Fair 


2D, 3D, 3D(1) 


Fair 
Very Good 


Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Very Good 


Excellent 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Good 

Fair 

Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 


Good 


Good 

Fair 

Very Good 

Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Very Good 


Excellent 


Good 


Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Good 


Good 
Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Good 


Fair 

Very Good 
Good 
Good 


2D, 3D-Os 


Ds 
Fair 3D, 3D(1) 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Fair 





























TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Heidi (Swiss) UA 
Hell & High Water (c) (CS) (403) *20th-Fox 
Hell Below Zero (c) Col. 
Hell Raiders of the Deep 


(Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Helle Elephant! (Ital.-Eng. Titles) Arlan 
Hell's Half Acre (5304) Rep. 
Her Twelve Men (429) (c) MGM 


High and Dry (Brit.) U-I 
High and the Mighty (329) (<)* (CS) WB 
Hobson's Choice (Brit.) UA 


Holly and the Ivy (Brit.) Pacemaker 
Home of the Brave UA 
House of the Arrow (Brit.) Stratford 
Human Desire Col. 
Human Jungle (550!) AA 






Illicit Interlude (Swed.) Hakim 
Indiscretion of an American Wife Col. 
Iron Glove, The (c) Col. 
lt Should Happen to You Col. 


Jesse James vs. Daltons (c) (3D) Col. 
Jesse James’ Women (c) UA 
Johnny Dark (c) (424) Univ. 
Johnny Guitar (c) (5307)* Rep. 
Jubilee Trail (c) (5303) Rep. 
Julius Caesar MGM 
Jungle Gents (5420) AA 
Jungle Man-Eaters Col. 







K 
Khyber Patrol (c) 


Killer Leopard (5412) AA 
King Richard = the Crusaders 

(c) (CS) (331) WB 
Knock on Wood (c) (5319) Para. 


L 


Last Time | Saw Paris (c) MGM 
Laughing Anne (Brit.) (c) (5305) Rep. 
Law vs. Billy the Kid (c) Col. 
Lawless Rider, The UA 
Little Caesar (317) WB 
Little Kidnappers, The ( Brit.) UA 
Living It Up (c) (5320)* Para. 
Lone Gun, The (c) UA 


Lonely Night, The Mayer-Kingsley 


Long, Long Trailer, The (c) (416)* MGM 
Long Wait, The UA 
Loophole (5414) AA 
Lost Patrol (480) RKO 
Lovers, Happy Lovers! ( Brit.) A-F.E. 
Lovers of Toledo (Ital.-Eng. Titles) Hakim 
Lucky Me (c) (324) WB 


M 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home (418) Univ. 
Mad Magician, The (3D) Col. 
Magnificent Obsession (428) (c)* Univ. 
Make Haste to Live (5306) Rep. 
Malta Story (Brit.) UA 
Mambo Para. 
Man Between, The ( Brit.) UA 
Man With a Million (c) (Brit.) UA 
Massacre Canyon Col. 
Melody of Love (Ital.-Eng. Titles) IFE 


Men of the Fighting Lady (425) (c)* ao 
Miami Story, The Col. 


Miss Grant Takes Richmond Col. 
Miss Robin Crusoe (c) (338) 20th-Fox 
Miss Sadie Thompson (c) (3D)* Col. 
Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House 

(473) RKO 
Mr. Hulot's Holiday (Fr.) GBD 
Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow (Brit.) 

(5400) Stratford 
Moment of Truth (Fr.) Arlan 
Money from Home (c)* 

(5310—3D, 5330—2D) Para. 


214 











Release 
Stars Date 

Elsbeth Sigmund Apr.,'54 
Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi Feb.,'54 
Alan Ladd-Joan Tetzel July,'54 
Eleanora Rossi Drago-Pierre Cressoy Aug.,'54 
Vittorio De Sica-Sabu Sept.,"54 
Wendell Corey-Evelyn Keyes June 1,'54 
Greer Garson-Robert Ryan Aug.,'54 
Paul Douglas-Alex Mackenzie Sept.,"54 
John Wayne-Claire Trevor July 3,54 
Charles Laughton-John Mills June,'54 
Ralph Richardson-Celia Johnson Feb.,'54 
Frank Lovejoy-Lloyd Bridges (reissue) Apr.,'54 
Oscar Homolka-Yvonne Fureaux Oct.,'54 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame Sept.,'54 
Gary Merrill-Jan Sterling Oct. 3,'54 





May Britt-Alf Kjellin Oct.,'54 


Jennifer Jones-Montgomery Clift July,'54 
Robert Stack-Ursula Thiess Apr.,'54 
Judy Holliday-Peter Lawford Mar.,'54 








Brett King-Barbara Lawrence Apr.,'54 
Don Barry-Peggie Castle Sept.,'54 
Tony Curtis-Piper Laurie July,"54 
Joan Crawford-Sterling Hayden Aug.,'54 
Vera Ralston-Forrest Tucker May 15,'54 
Brando, Calhern, Garson, Kerr, Mason Spec. 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall Sept. 5,'54 
Johnny Weissmuller June,'54 


Richard Egan-Dawn Addams Sept.,'54 
Johnny Sheffield Aug. 22,'54 
Rex Harrison-Virginia Mayo Aug. 7,'54 
Danny Kaye-Mai Zetterling July,"54 





Running 
Time 


98m 
103m 
9im 


93m. 
78m 
9Iim 
9Iim 
93m 
147m 
107m 
80m 
99m 
73m 
90m 
82m 


63m 
77m 
87m 


65m 
83m 
85m 
110m 
103m 
12Im 


68m 


113m 
103m 


— REVIEWED — 


(S)=synopsis 

Issue Page 
Dec. 26 2118 
Feb. 6 2173 
May 22 ! 
May 8 2286 
Sept. 25 154 
Feb. 13 2183 
July 3 4g 
Aug. 28 121 
May 29 9 
June 12 25 
Feb. 13 2183 
Aug. 7 98 
Sept. 18 145 


Apr. 
Mar. 
Jan. 


Jan. 


Sept. 


June 
May 
Jan. 
June 
Oct. 
May 


Sept. 


July 
Apr. 


24 
27 
16 


23 
18 


23 
6 


29 


2270 
2238 
2141 


2158 
145 

17 
2285 
2158 
1861 
(S)170 
10 


(S)138 


57 
2245 


L. of D. 
Rating 
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I 
| 
2 


>PPPPS © 
NNN — — 


>>> 
en) 


La] 


>>> >> POD 
ee SS ae 


>> 


>> 
ae 


Herald 
Review 





Specie 
Data 


Very Good 
Excellent Cs-Ss, Ms, Os 
Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Superior 


CS-Ss or Os 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Very Good 


Fair 


Good 


Very Good 


Good 
Fair 


2D, 3D 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Superior 


Fair 


Fair 


Excellent 





Cs-Ss 


Excellent 





Elizabeth Taylor-Van Johnson 
Wendell Corey-Margaret Lockwood July 1,'54 


Scott Brady-Betta St. John Aug.,'54 
Johnny Carpenter-Frankie Darro July,"54 
Edward G. Robinson (reissue) Feb. 6,'54 
Duncan Macrae-Jean Anderson Oct.,'54 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis Aug.,'54 
George Montgomery-Dorothy Malone _Apr.,'54 
Marian Seldes-Charles W. Moffat Mar.,'54 
Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz Feb. 19,'54 
Anthony Quinn-Peggie Castle May,'54 
Barry Sullivan-Dorothy Malone Mar. 28,'54 
Victor McLaglen (reissue) July 1,'54 
Gerard Philipe-Valerie Hobson Oct.,"54 
Alida Valli-Pedro Armendariz Apr.,'54 
Doris Day-Robert Cummings Apr. 24,'54 


Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride Apr.,'54 
Vincent Price-Mary Murphy May,'54 
Jane Wyman-Rock Hudson Aug.,'54 
Dorothy McGuire-Stephen McNally Aug. |,'54 
Alec Guinness-Jack Hawkins Aug.,'54 
Shelley Winters-Silvano Mangano Feb.,'54 
James Mason-Claire Bloom Feb.,'54 
Gregory Peck-Jane Griffiths June,'54 
Phil Carey-Audrey Totter May,'54 
Giacomo Rondinella Apr. 17,'54 
Van Johnson-Walter Pidgeon June,'54 
Barry Sullivan-Luther Adler May,'54 


Lucille Ball-Wm. Holden (reissue) ny ‘54 
Amanda Blake-George Nader 54 
Rita Hayworth-Jose Ferrer acy "54 


Cary Grant-Myrna Loy (reissue) Apr.,'54 


Jacques Tati June,'54 
George Cole-Nadia Gray Mar. 14,'54 
Michele Morgan-Jean Gabin May,'54 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis Feb.,'54 





116m 
90m 
73m 
62m 
80m 
93m 
95m 
78m 
62m 
96m 
93m 
80m 
73m 
105m 
75m 
100m 


8Iim 
72m 
108m 
90m 
98m 


100m 
90m 
66m 
96m 
80m 
75m 
87m 
75m 
91m 


94m 
85m 


93m 
87m 


100m 


Nov. 
May 
July 

Oct. 


Aug. 
May 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Jan. 
May 
Feb. 


Nov. 


May 
Apr. 


Mar. 


Mar. 


May 
Apr. 
July 


Nov. 
May 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
Apr. 


Dec. 


July 


Sept. 


May 


Dec. 


24 
30 


21 
10 
10 
20 
13 


17 


13 
27 
15 
10 
17 


14 
29 
10 
24 
15 
10 


26 


3 


19 
22 


5 


201 
2285 
82 
194 


113 
2277 
2254 
2253 
2133 
2278 
2189 


210 
2286 
2261 


2213 
2238 
2293 
2253 

65 


2069 
2254 
2270 


2293 
2254 


2117 


50 


1998 
3 


2093 
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Good 
Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 


Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 


Good 
Good 


CS-Ss or Os 






2D, 3D 


Excellent 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Excellent 


Good 


Fair 


Excellent 


Good 


Exe, 


2D, 3D-Ss(2), Os 


Excellent 


Very Good 


Good 


Excel, 


2D, 3D-Ss(2),Os 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 
Monster from the Ocean Floor 


(5328) Lippert 
Monte Carlo Baby Filmakers 
My Heart Sings (Ital.) IFE 

N 
Naked Alibi (431) Univ. 
Naked Jungle, The (c) (5315) Para. 
New Faces (c) (CS) (409) Fox 
Night People (c) (CS) (407) Fox 

fe) 
On the Waterfront* Col. 
Operation Manhunt UA 
Orchestra Wives (445) Fox 
Other Women, The (430) Fox 
Out of This World (c) Carroll 
Outcast, The (c) (5308) Rep. 
Outlaw Stallion, The (c) Col. 
Outlaw's Daughter (427) (c) Fox 
Overland Pacific (c) UA 

P 
Paid to Kill (5326) Lippert 
Paris Incident (French) Davis 
Paris Playboys (5418) AA 
Passion (c) (503) RKO 
Personal Affair Tete UA 
Phantom of the Rue Morgue 

(3D) (c) (322)* WB 
Phantom Stallion (5331) Rep. 
Phffft Col. 


Pickwick Papers ( Brit.) 
Pinocchio (c) (493) 

Playgirl (420) Univ. 
Pride of the Blue Grass (c) (5410) AA 
Prince Valiant (c) (CS) (411) 20th-Fox 
Princess of the Nile (c) (414) 20th-Fox 
Prisoner of War (427) MGM 


Mayer-Kingsley 
RKO 


Private Hell 36 Filmakers 
Public Enemy (318) WB 
Pushover Col. 


Q-R 
Queen of Sheba (Ital.-Eng.) (5324) Lippert 
Queen's World Tour, A (c) UA 


Race for Life, A (5403) Lippert 
Rachel and the Stranger (469) RKO 
Racing Blood (c) (410) 20th-Fox 
Raid, The (c) mt Fox 
Rails Into Laramie (c) (419) Univ. 
Rear Window (c) (5401)* Para. 
Red Garters (c} (5314) Para. 
Return from the Sea (5409) AA 
Return to Treasure Island (c) UA 
Rhapsody (420) (c) MGM 
Ricochet Romance Univ. 


Ride Clear of Diablo (c) (413) Univ. 


Riders of the Purple sae (443)  20th-Fox 
Riding Shotgun (c) (323) WB 
Ring of Fear (c) (CS) (330) wB 
Riot in Cell Block 11 (51) AA 
River Beat (5329) ppert 


River of No Return (c) (CS)* (405) ook ed 


Rob Roy (c) (Brit.) (494) Disney-RKO 
Rocket Man, The (412) 20th-Fox 
Rogue Cop (503) MGM 


Roogie’s Bump Rep. 


Rose Marie (es) (c) (a3) MGM 
Royal Tour, The (418) (CS) (c) Fox 
Saadia (c) (415) M6M 
Sabrina (5402)* Para. 
Saint's Girl Friday (411) RKO 
Saracen Blade, The (c) Col. 
Saskatchewan (414) (c)* Univ. 
Scarlet Spear, The (c UA 
Scotch on the Rocks (Brit.) Kingsley 
Scudda Hoo-Scudda Hay (c) (440) Fox 
Sea of Lost Ships (5213) ep. 
Secret Document—Vienna (Fr.) Davis 
Secret of the Incas (c) (5318) Para. 
Security Risk (5417) AA 
Sensualita (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 

(CS) (c) (426)* MGM 
Shanghai Story, The (5311) Rep. 
She Couldn't Say No (408) RKO 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, NOVEMBER 13, 


” Release 
Stars Date 

Anne Kimball-Stuart Wade May 21,'54 
Audrey Hepburn-Jules Munshin May,'54 
Ferruccio Tagliavini Mar.,'54 
Sterling Hayden-Gloria Grahame Oct.,"54 
Eleanor Parker-Charlton Heston Mar.,'54 
Eartha Kitt-Robert Clary Mar.,'54 
Gregory Peck-Rita Gam Mar.,'54 
Marlon Brando-Eva Marie Saint Oct.,'54 
Harry Townes-Irja Jensen Oct.,'54 
Glenn Miller & Orch. (reissue) May,'54 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore Dec.,'54 
Lowell Thomas, Sr. & Jr., Narrators Apr.,'54 
John Derek-Joan Evans Oct.,'54 
Phil Carey-Dorothy Patrick July,'54 
Bill Williams-Kelly Ryan Nov.,’54 
Jack Mahoney-Peggie Castle Feb.,'54 
Dane Clark June 25,'54 
Gerard Gervais-Pierrette Simonet Sept.,'54 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall Mar. 7,'54 
Cornel Wilde-Yvonne de Carlo Oct. 6,'54 
Gene Tierney-Leo Genn Feb.,'54 
Karl Malden-Patricia Medina Mar. 27,'54 
Rex Allen Feb. 10,'54 
Judy Holliday-Jack Carson Not Set 
Nigel Patrick-James Hayter May,'54 
Disney Feature (reissue) Apr.,'54 
Shelley Winters-Barry Sullivan May,'54 
Lloyd Bridges-Vera Miles Apr. 4,'54 
Robert Wagner-Janet Leigh Apr.,'54 
Jeffrey Hunter-Debra Paget July,'54 
Ronald Reagan-Dewey Martin May,'54 
Ida Lupino-Steve Cochran Sept. 15,'54 


Jean Harlow-James Cagney (reissue) Feb. 6,'54 


Fred MacMurray-Phil Carey Aug.,'54 
Gino Cervi-Leonora Ruffo Feb. 12,54 
Documentary Mar.,'54 
Richard Conte-Mari Aldon Dec. 3,'54 


Loretta Young-William Holden (reissue) Feb.,'54 


Bill Williams-Jean Porter ar.,'54 
Van Heflin-Anne Bancroft Aug.,'54 
John Payne-Mari Blanchard Apr.,'54 
James Stewart-Grace Kelly Oct.,'54 
Rosemary Clooney-Jack Carson Mar.,"54 
Jan Sterling-Neville Brand July 25,'54 
Tab Hunter-Dawn Addams July,"54 
Elizabeth Taylor-Vittorio Gassman Apr. 16,'54 
Marjorie Main-Chill Wills Nov.,'54 
Audie Murphy-Susan Cabot Mar.,'54 


Geo. Montgomery-Robt. Barret (reissue) Mar.,'54 


Randolph Scott-Wayne Morris Apr. 10,'54 
Clyde Beatty-Pat O'Brien July 24,'54 
Sa Brand-Leo Gordon Feb. 28,'54 

His Kirk-John Bentley July 16,'54 

He dl Mitchum-Marilyn Monroe May,'54 
Richerd Todd-Glynis Johns Feb. 27,'54 
Charles Coburn-Spring Byington Apr.,'54 
Robert Taylor-Janet Leigh Oct.,"54 
Robert Marriot-Ruth Warrick Not Set 
Blyth-Keel-Lamas-Main Mar. 19,'54 
Queen Elizabeth and Philip July,'54 
Cornel Wilde-Mel Ferrer Feb. 5,'54 
Audrey Hepburn-Humphrey Bogart Oct.,'54 
Louis Hayward-Naomi Chance Apr. 15,54 
Ricardo Montalban-Betta St. John June,'54 
Alan Ladd-Shelley Winters Mar.,'54 
John Archer-Martha Hyer Mar.,'54 
Ronald Squire-Kathleen Ryan June,'54 
June Haver (reissue) Mar.,'54 
John Derek-Wanda Hendrix Feb.,'54 
Frank Villard-Renee St. Cyr Feb. 15,54 
Charlton Heston-Nicole Maurey June,'54 
John Ireland-Dorothy Malone Aug. 8,'54 
Eleanora Rossi Drago Apr.,'54 
Jane Powell-Howard Keel Aug.,'54 
Ruth Roman-Edmond O'Brien Nov. 1,'54 
Jean Simmons-Robert Mitchum Feb. 15,'54 


1954 


Running 
Time 


64m 
70m 
99m 


86m 
95m 
98m 
93m 


108m 
77m 
94m 
8im 
75m 
90m 
64m 


73m 


70m 
80m 
62m 
84m 
82m 


84m 
54m 
91m 
109m 
87m 
85m 
7im 
100m 
7im 
8Im 
8im 
83m 
88m 


99m 
84m 


93m 
76m 
83m 
8im 
112m 
9im 
80m 
75m 
115m 
80m 
8im 
56m 
75m 
93m 
80m 
73m 
9Iim 
87m 
79m 
92m 
7im 
102m 
96m 


80m 
113m 
68m 
76m 
87m 
78m 
77m 
95m 
85m 
90m 
101m 
69m 
72m 


103m 
90m 
89m 


7— REVIEWED — 


(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 
June 19 33 
Mar. 13 2214 
Aug. 28 121 
Feb. 13 2181 
Feb. 20 2189 
Mar. 20 2229 
July 17 65 
Oct. 30 194 
Apr. 24 —- 2269 
June 26 4 
June 19 33 
Feb. 13 2182 
Aug. 21 114 
Mar. 13 2214 
Oct. 16 178 
Jan. 9 2133 
Mar. 6 2206 
May 22 (S)3 
Oct. 23 185 
Apr. 10 2253 
Apr. 24 2269 
Feb. 20 2189 
Apr. 10 2254 
June 19 33 
Apr. 3 2245 
Sept. ‘4 129 
July 24 8! 
Nov. 14 2070 
Mar. 13 2213 
Mar. 27 2238 
July 31 89 
Mar. 20 2229 
July 17 65 
Feb. 6 2173 
July 24 82 
June 26 4! 
Feb. 13 2181 
Oct. 30 193 
Feb. 6 2173 
Mar. 6 2206 
July 3 50 
Feb. 13 2181 
July 24 8! 
Apr. 24 2269 
Nov. 28 2086 
May |! 2278 
Sept. 4 129 
Sept. 25 153 
Mar. 6 2205 
June 26 4| 
Jan. 2 2125 
Aug. 7 97 
Mar. 27 2238 
May 22 2 
Feb. 27 2197 
Mar. 27 2238 
June 12 27 
Oct. 31 2046 
Jan. 30 2166 
May 22 1 
Aug. 2! 113 
May 22 3 
June 5 17 
Oct. 2 170 
Jan. 16 2141 
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Herald Special 
Review Data 
Fair 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent CS-Ss 


Very Good CS-Ss, Ms, Os 


Excellent 
Fair 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Good 


Good 
Fair 
Good 
Good 
Good 2D, 3D 
Excellent 

Excellent 


Good 
Fair 
Excellent CS-Ss, Ms, Os 


Fair 
Fair 


Good 
Very Good 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 

Very Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Very Good Ss(2) or Os 
Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Very Good 


Good 

Very Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Very Good Cs-Ss, Ms, Os 
Good 

Good 

Very Good 

Fair 

Excellent CS-Ss or Ds 
Very Good CS-Ss,Ms,Os 


Good 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Fair 


Good 
Good 


Fair 

Very Good 
Good 

Fair 
Excellent CS-Ss or Ds 
Good 


Good 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (572) RKO 
Shield for Murder UA 
Side Street Story (Ital.) Burstyn 
Siege, The (5323) Lippert 
Siege at Red River (c) (404) 20th-Fox 
Sign of the Pagan (c) (CS) Univ. 
Silent Raiders (5404) Lippert 


Silver Lode (c) (413) RKO 
Sins of Rome (414) (Ital.) RKO 


Sitting Bull (c) (CS) UA 
Sleeping Tiger, The (Brit.) Astor 
Snow Creature UA 
So This Is Paris (c) Univ. 
Son of Sinbad (c) (3D) RKO 
Southwest Passage (3D) (c) UA 
Spanish Main (475) (c) RKO 
Spell of Ireland, The (c) Celtic 
Star Is Born, A (CS) (c) (403)* WB 


Stations West (478) RKO 


Steel Cage, The UA 
Stormy the Thoroughbred (c) Buena Vista 
Street With No Name (442) 20th-Fox 


Student Prince, The (CS)* (c) (424) wer 
Suddenly 


Sun Valley Serenade (446) Fen 
Susan Slept Here [c) (501)* RKO 
T 
Tall in the Saddle (471) RKO 
Tanganyika (c) (425) Univ. 
Target Earth (5503) AA 
Tarzan Escapes MGM 
Tarzan, the Ape Man MGM 
Tennessee Champ (417) (c) MGM 
Terror Ship (5330) Lippert 
Them (328)* WB 

Theodora, Slave Empress (c) 

(Ital-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
There's No Business Like Show Business 

(CS) (c}) (426) 20th-Fox 
They Rode West (c) Col. 
They Won't Believe Me (474) RKO 
Thing, The (477) RKO 
This Is My Love (c) RKO 
Three Coins in the Fountain (CS) 

(c) (413)* 20th-Fox 
Three Hours to Kill (c) Col. 
Three Ring Circus (c) Para. 
Thunder Pass (5405) Lippert 
Tobor the Great ep. 
Tonight's the Night (Brit.) (c) AA 
Track of the Cat (CS) (c) (405) WB 


Trouble in the Glen (Brit.) (c) Rep. 


Turn the Key Softly (Brit.) Astor 
Twist of Fate UA 
Two Guns and a Badge (5427) AA 
U-V 
Ugetsu (Jap.-Titles) Harrison 
Unconquered Margolies 
Unholy Four (5401) Lippert 
Untamed Heiress (5325) Rep. 
Valley of the Kings (c) MGM 
Vanishing Prairie, The (c) Buena Vista 
Victory at Sea UA 


WwW 
Weak and the Wicked (5432) (Brit.) Stratford 
Welcome the Queen (Brit.j (c) Brit. Info. 


West of Zanzibar (c) (503) (Brit.) Univ. 
Westerner, The Goldwyn 
White Christmas (c) (VV) Para. 
Window, The (57!) RKO 
Witness to Murder UA 
Woman's Angle, The (Brit.) Stratford 
Woman's Face, A MGM 
Woman's World, A (421) (c) (CS)* Fox 
X-Y-Z 
Yankee Pasha (c} (417) Univ. 
Yellow Mountain (432) (c) Univ. 
Yellow Tomahawk, The (c) UA 
You Know What Sailors Are (c} UA 
Young in Heart (c) WB 


Release 
Stars Date 

Joanne Dru-John Agar (reissue) Sept.,"54 
Edmond O'Brien-Marla English Nov.,'54 
Toto July,'54 
Special Nov. 17,'54 
Van Johnson-Joanne Dru May,'54 
Jeff Chandler-Jack Palance Dec.,'54 


Richard Bartlett-Earle Lyon Sept. 17,'54 


John Payne-Lizabeth Scott June,'54 
Massimo Girotti-Ludmilla Tcherina June,'54 
J. Carroll Naish-Dale Robertson Oct.,'54 
Alexis Smith-Alexander Knox Oct.,"54 
Paul Langton-Leslie Denison Nov.,'54 
Tony Curtis-Gloria DeHaven Not Set 
Dale Robertson-Peggie Castle _ Set 
Joanne Dru-Rod Cameron .,'54 
Maureen O'Hara-Paul Henreid (reissue) Mee 1 ‘54 
Documentary May 10,'54 
Judy Garland-James Mason Oct. 16,'54 
Dick Powell (reissue) Junel,'54 
Paul Kelly-Maureen O'Sullivan Not Set 
M. R. Valdez-Robert Skene Mar.,'54 


Richard Widmark-Lloyd Nolan (reissue) Mar.,'54 


Ann Blyth-Edmund Purdom June,'54 
Frank Sinatra-Sterling Hayden Sept.,'54 
Glenn Miller & Orch. (reissue) May,'54 
Dick Powell-Debbie Reynolds July,'54 


John Wayne (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Van Heflin-Ruth Roman July,"54 
Virginia Grey-Richard Denning Nov. 7,'54 


(reissue) Nov.,'54 
(reissue) Nov.,'54 


J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 
J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 


Shelley Winters-Dewey Martin Mar. 5,'54 
William Lundigan Sept. 3,'54 
James Whitmore-Edmund Gwenn June 19,'54 
Gianna Maria Canale-George Marchal Dec.,'54 
Monroe-Merman-Dailey-O'Connor Dec.,'54 
Robert Francis-Donna Reed Not Set 


Susan Hayward-Robert Young (reissue) Apr.,'54 
K. Tobey-M. Sheridan (reissue) June 1,'54 


Linda Darnell-Dan Duryea Oct. 27,'54 
Clifton Webb-Dorothy McGuire May,'54 
Dana Andrews-Donna Reed Oct.,'54 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis Jan.,'55 
Dane Clark-Dorothy Patrick Aug. 20,'54 
Charles Drake-Karin Booth Sept. 1,'54 
David Niven-Yvonne de Carlo Dec. 19,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Diana Lynn Nov. 27,'54 
Margaret Lockwood-Orson Welles Not Set 
Yvonne Mitchell-Terence Morgan Mar.,'54 
Ginger Rogers-Herbert Lom Nov.,'54 
Wayne Morris-Beverly Garland Sept. 19,'54 
Machiko Kyo-Masayuk Mori Sept.,'54 
Helen Keller, Documentary June,'54 
Paulette Goddard Sept. 24,'54 
Judy Canova-Don Barry Apr. 12,'54 
Eleanor Parker-Robert Taylor July,'54 
True-Life Adventure Not Set 
Documentary Aug.,'54 
Glynis Johns-John Gregson July 18,54 
The Royal Tour Sept.,'54 
Anthony Steel-Sheila Sim Nov.,'54 
Gary Coopér (reissue) June,'54 
Crosby-Kaye-Clooney Not Set 
Barbara Hale-Bobby Driscoll (reissue) Sept.,'54 
Barbara Stanwyck-George Sanders May,'54 
Edward Underdown-Cathy O'Donnell —_Aug.,'54 


Joan Crawford-Melvyn Douglas (reissue) Oct.,'54 


Webb-Allyson-Heflin-Bacall Oct.,'54 
Jeff Chandler-Rhonda Fleming Apr.,'54 
Lex Barker-Mala Powers Not Set 
Rory Calhoun-Peggie Castle May,'54 
Akim Tamiroff-Donald Sinden Nov.,'54 
Ethel Barrymore-Day-Sinatra Dec. 25,'54 


Running 
Time 


104m 
80m 
84m 


86m 
92m 
65m 
80m 
75m 
105m 
89m 
69m 


90m 
82m 
100m 
77m 
182m 
92m 
80m 
45m 
9Iim 
107m 
77m 
86m 
97m 


87m 
8im 


73m 
72m 
94m 


88m 


84m 
95m 
87m 
9Im 


102m 
77m 
110m 
76m 
77m 
90m 
102m 


8im 
89m 
69m 


96m 
55m 
80m 
70m 
86m 
7m 
97m 


72m 
50m 


120m 
73m 
83m 
87m 


94m 


84m 


82m 
89m 


c-REVIEWED— 


(S)=synopsis L.ofD. Herald Special 
Issue Page Rating Review Data 
Sept. 4 129 B Good 
Aug. |4 105 Very Good 
Mar. 27 2237. A-| Good 
Nov. 13 209 A-2 _~ Excellent 
Nov. 13 (S)210 
May 22 2 A-l| Good 2D, 3D 
July 3 50 8B Good 
Sept. I! 137. A-I Excellent 
Nov. 6 202 Fair 
Nov. i3 209 Fair 
B 
Jan. 30 (S)2167 2D, 3D 
Apr. 17 2261 «=-A-2_- Good 3D, 3D(1) 
May 8 2286 A-| Good 
Oct. 16 178 B Superior Cs-Ss 
Oct. 30 193 Good 
Mar. 13 2214 Very Good 
May 29 9 A-I Excellent Cs-Ss or Ds 
Sept. I! 137. A-2 Good 
June 26 41 B Very Good 
June 12 26 A-l| Good 
B 
Feb. 20 2189 ~—B Good 
Oct. 2 (S)170 
Apr. 10 2253 A-| Very Good 
Nov. 13 210 Good 
CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Oct. 23 185 A-| Good 
Oct. 2 169 B Good 
May 15 2293 A-I Excellent Cs-Ss, Ms, Os 
Sept. |! 137 A-2 Very Good 
Oct. 30 193 Very Good VV 
Sept. 25 (S)154 
Sept. 4 129 A-| Fair 
Nov. 13. (S)210 
Nov. 13 209 Very Good CS-Ss 
June 19 (S)34 
Jan. 30 2166 Good 
Oct. 30 194 Very Good 
Sept. 18 145 A-| Good 
Sept. 18 145 B Very Good 
June 12 25 A-!| Excellent 
Oct. 2 170 Good 
Apr. 24 2269 «A-|_~—« Good 
July 10 57 A-2_— Excellent Ds 
Aug. 7 97 A-| Excellent 
May 22 2 A-! Very Good 
July 24 82 A-2 Good 
Sept. I! 138 Good 
Sept. 4 130 A-I Excellent Vv 
Apr. 17 2261 A-2 Very Geod 
Oct. 2 169 A-2 Very Good CS-Ss, Ms, Os 
Mar. 13 2213 A-2 Very Good 
Sept. 11 (S)138 A-I 
May 8 2285 A-2 Good 
Nov. 6 202 Good 





FEATURES LISTED BY COMPANIES — PAGE 161, ISSUE OF SEPTEMBER 25, 1954 
SHORT SUBJECTS CHART APPEARS ON PAGES 186-187, ISSUE OF OCTOBER 23, 1954 
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Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. This 
report covers 122 attractions, 5,710 playdates. 


Titles run alphabetically. Numerals refer to the number of en- 
gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first treme. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last time. 


EX means Excellent; AA-—Above Average; AV—Average; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 





EX AA AV BA PR 
About Mrs. Leslie (Par.) | 5 Sf WW 
tAdventures of Hajji Baba (20th- Fox) - - 5 | - 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (U.A.) 46° 13 4 3 
Apache (U.A.) | ee a 3 
Arrow in the Dust (A.A.) | | ~ - 5 
Beat the Devil (U.A.) 19 2 S 6 
Betrayed (MGM) . Nh 27 8 | 
Black Horse Canyon (U-I) | iz wm 2 3 
Black Shield of Falworth (U-I) - 6 22 9 - 
Bounty Hunter, The (W.B.) - 2 #12 | | 
Bowery Boys Meet the Monster (A.A.) - 2 4 - i 
Broken Lance (20th-Fox}) 20 «+19 8 3 - 
Bullet Is Waiting, A (Col.) , ~ | 8 10 8 
Caine Mutiny, The (Col.) . 2m 22 16 - - 
Captain Kidd and the Slave Girl (U.A.) - a 2 6 


Carnival Story, The (RKO) a, 2 3 oak. 16 
Casanova's Big Night (Par.) - > 10 29°-38 
Conquest of Mt. Everest (U.A.) | | - 6 | 
Creature from the Black Lagoon (U-!) 7-2? . Sh OM 4 


Crime Wave (W.B.) 5 7 8 
Dangerous Mission (RKO) ~ 5 15 18 7 
Dawn at Socorro (U-I) - 8 10 12 3 
Demetrius and the Gladiators (20th-Fox) a OU 3 | 
Dial M for Murder (W.B.) 4 50 23 22 6 
Dragnet (W.B.) 27.25 3 7 | 
Drive a Crooked Road (Col.) - 7 So SS 5 
Drums Across the River (U-1) - 5 35 7 2 
Duel in the Jungle (W.B.) 13 3 16 S 4 
Duel in the Sun (SRO) (Reissue) - id o 2 5 
Egg and | (U-I) (Reissue) ~ 3 4 9 7 
Egyptian, The (20th-Fox) 7 2 A2 7 | 
Elephant Walk (Par.) io 32. 277 7 | 
Executive Suite (MGM) 10 36 45 24 7 
Fireman, Save My Child (U-I) - 2 5 y 
Flame and the Flesh (MGM) oR 2 a? 
Francis Joins the Wacs (U-I) ae Ane - | 
Gambler from Natchez (20th-Fox) - ae 7 ae | 
Garden of Evil (20th-Fox) 15 27 8 6 4 
Geraldine (Rep.) - - - 2 10 
Gone With the Wind (MGM) (Reissue) 41 20 9 4 l 
Gorilla at Large (20th-Fox) 7 5 6 tl s 
Greatest Show on Earth a ) (Reissue) ~ | - 4 ~ 
Gypsy Colt (MGM) : 2 20 3% 10 2 
Hans Christian Andersen (RKO) | - 3 5 4 
Heidi (U.A.) . : 3 5 7 | 6 
Hell Below Zero (Col.) - 13 42 #13 8 
Hell's Half Acre (Rep.) - 2 31 6 5 
Her Twelve Men (MGM) - 5 it 14 4 
High and the Mighty, The (W.B.) 60 46 4 2 - 
tHuman Desire (A.A.) ... - - 3 3 
tHuman Jungle (A.A.) 3 - 2 - | 
Indiscretion of an American Wife (Col.) - 1 10 5 

tlron Glove, The (Col.) . : - | - 3 I 
It Should Happen to You (Col. S ; 2 3 25 16 26 
Johnny Dark (U-I) 5 43 36 16 4 
Johnny Guitar (Rep.) 7 eM 4 4 
Julius Caesar (MGM) 7 le: 6 | I 
Jungle Man-Eaters (Col.) ~ - 2 2 | 





King Richard and the Crusaders (W.B.) 
Knock on Wood (Par.) 


Laughing Anne (Rep.) 

Law vs. Billy the Kid (Col.) 
Living It Up (Par.) 

Lone Gun, The (U.A.) 
Long Wait, The (U.A.) 
Lucky Me (W.B.) 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home (U-1) 
Mad Magician, The (Col.) 
Magnificent Obsession (U-1) 

Man With a Million (U.A.) 
Massacre Canyon (Col.) 

Men of the Fighting Lady (MGM) 
Miami Story, The (Col.) 


Naked Alibi (U-1) 


On the Waterfront (Col.) 
Outcast, The (Rep.) 
Outlaw Stallion (Col.) 


Phantom of the Rue Morgue (W.8B.) 
Pinocchio (Disney-RKO) (Reissue) 
Playgirl (U-1) 

Pride of the Blue Grass (A.A.) 
Prince Valiant (20th-Fox) 

Princess of the Nile (20th-Fox) 
Prisoner of War (MGM) 

Pushover (Col.) 


Raid, The (20th-Fox) 

Rails Into Laramie (U-I) 

Rear Window ([ Par.) 

Return to Treasure Island (U.A.) 
Rhapsody (MGM) 

Ride Clear of Diablo (U-I) 
Riding Shotgun (W.B.) 

Ring of Fear (W.B.) 

River of No Return (20th-Fox) 
Rocket Man, The (20th-Fox) 
Rogue Cop (MGM) 

Rose Marie (MGM) 


Sabrina (Par.) 

Saracen Blade, The (Col.) 
Saskatchewan (U-I) 

Secret of the Incas (Par.) 
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers (MGM) 
Shanghai Story, The (Rep.) . 
Siege at Red River (20th-Fox) 
Silver Lode (RKO) 

Sitting Bull (U.A.) 

Southwest Passage (U.A.) 
Star Is Born, A (W.B.) 
Student Prince, The (MGM) 
Suddenly (U.A.) 

Susan Slept Here (RKO) 


Tanganyika (U-I) 

Them (W.B.) 

Three Coins in the Fountain (20th-Fox) 
Three Hours to Kill (Col.) 


Untamed Heiress (Rep.) 
Valley of the Kings (MGM) 
Weak and the Wicked, The (A.A.} 


Witness to Murder (U.A.) 
Woman's World, A (20th-Fox) 


Yankee Pasha (U-I) . 
Yellow Tomahawk (U.A.) 
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Stanley 
Kramer 


Now 
Shooting 
America’s 
#1 Best 
Seller! 
















NOT AS A STRANGER 


with one of the ! 
greatest all star Olivia-DeHavilland 


2 ciate Robert Mitchum | 
Frank Sinatra 
Gloria Grahame 
Broderick Crawford 
— Charles Bickford 


Directed by Objective: To outgross his 
Stanley Kr amer last boxoffice blockbuster, 


“The Caine Mutiny” 








